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| >& Faster Pickup 


A& months ago, a fleet of test cars 

pulled off the proving ground track 
and into the shops of one of the largest 
automobile manufacturers in the world. 
Outwardly, these cars still looked identi- 
cal after their endurance runs. Then the 
mechanics tore down the engines and 
miked the bearings, rings and pistons. 
Most of them were ready for overhaul. 
But some of them still had three more 
lifetimes to run! 


Special lubricants? They were all 
using oil you could buy anywhere for 
about 40¢ a quart. 


The secret? Better oil filtration. Here’s 
why: the moving parts in your engine 
never touch each other. They're always 
separated by a thin film of oil. Keep 
abrasives from getting into that film of 
oil and, theoretically, your engine should 
never wear out. 


Today, the development of two inven- 
tions makes it ible for any engine to 
approach the life and performance that 
engineers know is theoretically possible. 
Here are the two inventions: 

One is a simple $3.95 Fuel Monitor 
designed to give you improved carbure- 
tion, more miles per gallon, smoother 
idling and increased speed and power. 

The other is a revolutionary anti-acid, 
anti-friction Life-Time oil filter which 
has already increased engine life to 


250,000 miles in highway tests. 


Both of these inventions are possible 
‘only because of the discovery of an 
amazing metal—sintered bronze. 





Million-Mile Road Test 
Reveals Simple Way to Get: 


70,000 Miles 
Without an 
Overhaul 


--- from any make, any model, any year car! 


© *5to9 more horsepower 


+ 27% more miles 


ic ¥* Smoother Idling 





What is Sintered Bronze 
and What Good is it? 


We make sintered, or porous, bronze by 
fusing together millions of tiny bronze 
balls under heat and pressure. The result 
is an extremely fine screen—much finer 
than any screen that could be woven of 
metal or even cloth. 


Originally, sintered bronze was used 
mainly to filter liquid oxygen and other 
extremely cold rocket and jet fuels, plus 
superheated gases. 
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Carbon and abrasives can’t get through spaces between bronze 
balls; oil stays dark, proving no additives have been removed. 


Our engineers used this experience to 
pioneer the development of the Life- 
Time* automotive filter you have read 
articles about in magazines like this one. 


The Life-Time Fuel 
Monitor: How it Works 


If you've ever dropped a lighted match 
into a pail of gasoline, you know that 
gasoline won't explode. Only gasoline 
vapor will explode. The more raw, 








unvaporized gasoline your carburetor 
delivers to the cylinders, the more 
you waste. The more highly vaporizeda 
mixture your carburetor puts out, the 
more mileage and power you get from 
your gasoline. 


Increased Vaporization 


Most improved carburetors try to 
increase vaporization by doing some- 
thing to the gasoline inside the carbure 
tor. The Life-Time Fuel Monitor simply 
tackles the same problem in a different 
way before the 
gasoline gets to 
the carburetor. 
Attached to your 
carburetor just 
like an ordinary 
gas filter, the Life- 
Time Fuel Moni- 
tor has a porous 
bronze elemen 
which: 

(1) removes water from gasoline, plus 
tiny amounts of low-volatility petroleum 
tars which interfere with complete vap- 
orization; 

(2) tends to equalize gasoline pressure; 
(3) removes gums, rust flakes and other 
impurities before they can foul carbure- 
tor jets permanently or even momentar- 
ily. Result: you save $20-$35 in periodic 
carburetor cleaning expense, and get 
improved mileage and performance. 



































| Here’s the original, genuine Life-Time* 
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permanent bronze oil filter tested and 
approved by the editors of leading auto- 
motive and scientific magazines. The 


} only bronze oil filter ever to pass gov- 


ernment shock and vibration tests, the 


} genuine Life-Time® filter removes all 


abrasives—including granular, diamond- 
hard carbon which gets through other 
filters—plus acid-producing water. In 
addition to preventing acid formation, 
the Life-Time oil filter has a special acid- 
neutralizing component which actually 
destroys residual acids that have already 


formed in your oil 


How the 
: e system. 
pi Test vehicles 


have already ex- 
ceeded the 250,- 
000 mile mark 
with the Life- 
Time® filter. You 
never change it; 
just rinse it out 
and it is good as 
new. 

Dirty oil enters at 
top. Impurities, 
stopped bronze 
screen, fall to bot- 
tom of case. Fil- 
tered oil, including 
additives, returns to 
lubrication system. 
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Time filter with imitations an 
substitutes. Only the original, genuine Life- 
Time filter has passed government shock and 
vibration tests and meets military filtering 
requirements. Look 
for this trademark: 


*Don’t confuse the original, pate ite. 
improve: 
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DEALERS AND DISTRIBUTORS: find out how 
you can cash in on demand generated 
by two-page and four-page ads in na- 
tional magazines, plus radio and TV net- 
work shows and full-page newspaper 
ads. Write today for full information on 
Life-Time Fuel Monitors, Oil Filters, Bat- 
teries, Spark Plugs and Power Brakes. 
Continental Manufacturing Corporation, 
Dept. CM-4 Washington Blvd. at Motor 
Ave., Culver City, California. 








Continental Manufacturing Corporation, DEPT. (M-4 


Washington Boulevard at Motor Avenue, Culver City, California 


MILES BETWEEN OVERHAULS 





MILES: 20,000 40,000 


60,000 


80,000 100,000 
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FILTER CHANGED EVERY 1000 MILES| 
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LIFE-TIME BRONZE FILTER (NEVER CHANGED) 











LIPE-TWME BRONZE ALTER AND FUEL MONITOR (Tests still in progress) 
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Genuine Life-Time Oil Filter Gives Your Engine 250,000-Mile Protection Against Acid, Abrasive Damage 


Try the Life-Time Fuel Monitor 
and Life-Time Oil Filter 
for 30 Days at Our Risk! 


You can try either or both on this guar- 
antee: you must be convinced they do 
everything we say, or money back, no 
questions asked! 

For complete Life-Time oil filter unit, 
including case (fits any car), send make, 
year and model of your car and $12.95 
(we pay shipping). 

Life-Time oil filter conversion kit, 
which replaces your present filter pack 
with Life-Time bronze, is $6.95 for most 






One Price for All Cars: 


$395 Complete Life-Time 


Fuel Monitor 


ROAD TESTS én cars of all makes and models prove engine life is virtually unlimited 
when gums, tars and damaging abrasives are kept out of oil and fuel systems. 






cars (send make and number of present 
filter when ordering). Conversion kits 
for Buicks with hydraulic lifters and for 
cars with full flow systems: $13.95. 

Or send only $2 deposit, pay C.O.D. 
charges on arrival. But do it today—don’t 
waste another cent on filter pack replace- 
ments! 

To try the Life-Time Fuel Monitor, 
simply send $3.95 (we pay postage) or 
send $1 deposit, pay C.0.D. charges on 
arrival. If you’re not convinced in 30 
days it’s worth four times the price: 
money back, no questions asked! 


Lit AULA PeOENT BRONZE FLTERS 


Conversion Kit 
f $695 





Unit $1295 


© 1954 





Continental Manufacturing Corporation, Dept. <M-4 
Washington Blvd. at Motor Ave., Culver City, Calif. 


Gentlemen: 


I will road test the products checked below in my 


(__) Fuel Monitor ($3.95) 


(__) Oil Filter ($6.95 for conversion kit; $13.95 for full-flow; 
$12.95 for complete unit, including element ). 


I enclose (___) cash; you pay shipping 


(___) $2 deposit; will pay C.O.D. charges on arrival. 
You will refund my money for either or both products if I return them within 30 days. 


Name. 





(make, model, year of car) 





Address 





City. 


Zone___State. 





L_- 
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SOLEX SERVICE 
throughout the U.S.A. 


Volkswagen 28 PCI 
Service Kits — Price $5.70 
Volkswagen 26 VFIS & VFI 
Service Kits — Price $4.10 
Porsche 32 PBIC 
Service Kits — Price $4.65 
Porsche & Mercedes 40 PBIC 
Service Kits — Price $4.40 
Hillman 30 FAI & 30 FAIO-2 
Service Kits — Price $4.50 


SPECIAL SERVICE TO DEALER AND 
SERVICE STATION. Complete Jet 
Kit. For trade prices on Solex Car- 
burettor kits write to the nearest 
distributor listed below: 


S. H. Arnolt, Inc. 

415 East Erie Street 
Chicago 11, Illinois 
Brundage Motors, Inc. 
3-17 Palmetto Drive 
P. O. Box 483 
Miami Springs, Florida 
World Wide Automobile Corp. 
Parts and Service Division 
32-49 49th Street 
Long Island 1, New York 
Hansen MacPhee Engineering, Inc. 
314 Great Road, Route 4 
Bedford, Massachusetts 
French Motors, Inc. 

201 South Glendale Avenue 
Glendale 5, California 
Beck Distributing Corporation 
68-70-72 East 131st Street 
New York 37, New York 
Autocessories, Ltd. 
Warsaw, Indiana 














See 


ARNOLT 


for sales and service on 


& 


Britain's Luxurious 
Family Car 


The Famous 
Economy Car 


New 1500 ce 


World’s Most 
Popular Sports Car 





S. H. ARNOLT, inc. Distributors 


Retail Sales: 153 East Ohio Street 
Offices and Service: 415 East Erie Street 
Telephone Michigan 2-5436 








ASTON MARTIN @ NARDI @ RENAULT 
HILLMAN @ ROVER @ SUNBEAM 
ARNOLT-BRISTOL @ ARNOLT-MG 

and LAMBRETTA SCOOTER 


Are Sold and Serviced by 
S. H. ARNOLT, INC., CHICAGO 
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EDITORIALS 


IN MEMORIAM 


NCE IN A LIFETIME you meet a person, whom in the 
knowing of, you’ve become that much richer. Such a per- 
son was Fred Bodley. Until one sad morning late in January his 
smiling face and congenial manner graced the Trend building 
and its surroundings, somehow touching everyone in it. His was 
an unobtrusive manner, softspoken, with never a harsh word 
for anyone. We never knew him to raise his voice in anger, 
nor to refuse to help a person. He was a crutch to many people, 
who, in leaning on him, knew that he enjoyed helping them. 
Among the MOTOR TREND staff he was affectionately known 
as “Uncle Fred,” for at 51 years of age he was the oldest (but 
far from being old in manner or mien) on the staff. We're 
not going to replace Fred at the magazine or in MT Research— 
he was one of the few “irreplaceables.” 
Fred passed away quietly in his home in Santa Monica Can- 
yon, Calif., Sunday night, Jan. 23rd. Many more than his widow 
Sylvia and his mother will mourn his passing. 


We like cars, too... 


ROM TIME TO TIME we get accused of being “pro- 

this” or “pro-that,” “anti-this” or “anti-that.” Most gen- 
erally the accusations are that we favor one make of car over 
another (or all ). 

We probably do. 

But . . . the reason is not that we have any deep-seated love 
for one car to the exclusion of others, or that we're forced into 
favoritism thru any outside (or inside) influence. It’s obvious 
that we too are human. Try as we may to al@eays be objective, our 
personal opinions sometimes color our oW-rail viewpoints. 

This is by way of getting around to saying that we're trying 
our continual best to give you the tops in our road tests, and 
that we'll continue to do so. In this issue we think we’re making 
another step in that direction. 

You'll find as you read in this issue about the 3 cars we've 
recently tested, that each car’s behavior is described in a similar 
manner. We've tried to keep opinions to a minimum, except 
where they are forced by the car’s performance. If we've said 
“the car goes like a bomb,” we've paused long enough to tell you 
how fast a bomb is. We've tried to explain why the car feels 
like it does, why it rides like it does, why it performs like it 
does. A road test is not a road test without this knowledge. 


A DeSoto at Daytona 


T THIS YEAR’S SPEEDWEEK (a week of time trials 
and stock car races at Daytona Beach, Fla., sponsored by 
NASCAR ), MOTOR TREND entered a DeSoto Fireflite in Class 
3 (stock car, 250-299 cubic-inch displacement ). It was driven 
on the mirror-smooth beach against time, with Don MacDonald, 
Detroit Editor, at the wheel. It was hoped that in this way we'll 
be able to give you more behind-the-scenes activity and prepara- 
tion techniques than heretofore possible. We also are glad to be 
able to report that MT broke the previous Class 3 record of 


96.665 mph—with a thundering 112.295. 
—Walt Woron 





IF YOU “EAT, SLEEP 
AND LIVE” CARS... 


TURN YOUR HOBBY 
INTO A CAREER! 








Get America’s Big-time, Big-future 


AUTO MECHANICS 
& DIESEL COURSE 


at home in your spare time! 
Los Angeles’ National Schools, America’s automo- 
tive Technical Trade School since 1905, now brings 
its famous resident Shops and Faculty direct to 
you at home — to prepare you to earn more money, 
with job security, in today’s fast-moving, oppor- 
tunity-filled Auto Mechanics Industry! 
Get your home training from the “Car Capital of 
The World’”— America’s most auto- a city, 
center of Hot Rod and 
Sports Car activ- Fre eeecerl 4 


iy} Mail coupon (che Blu 
HERE’S THE coop WORD ON OUR 


“SHOP-METHOD” HOME TRAINING! 


YOU MASTER ALL PHASES, INCLUDING DIESEL! 
Every step fully explained. You pace yourself. All 
lessons fully illustrated. Latest equipment covered. 
Send for free Sample Lesson! 

THIS SET OF LIFETIME 
TOOLS—YOURS FREE 
plus all-metal tool box, 
mechanical drawing set 
and other equipment. All 
part of your course, yours 
to keep. 


EARN WHILE YOU LEARN? you canstart 
Spare Time Earnings soon after enrollment. Many 
students pay for their training and more this way. 
OUR GRADUATE DEPARTMENT always at your serv- 
ice, both as student and graduate, helps you with 
personal and technical problems. 

ATTENTION MEN OF DRAFT AGE. Many students 
have achieved higher rating, prestige, and higher 
pay as a result of this training. Mail coupon at once. 

APPROVED FOR G.|. TRAINING 
Both Home Study & Resident Courses Offered 








Send for FREE FACT-BOOK 


AND SAMPLE LESSON! 
YOUR FUTURE. NOW! 2 offices to serve you faster! 
SIN auto wecnantcs Mail coupon today to one nearest you! 


NATIONAL SCHOOLS 


Technical Trade Training Since 1905 
LOS ANGELES 37, California 


CHICAGO: 323 West Polk Street 
IN CANADA: 811 West Hastings Street, Vancouver, B. C. 





MAIL NOW TO OFFICE NEAREST YOU! 





(mail in envelope or paste on postal card) 
NATIONAL SCHOOLS, Dept. DW-45 ! 

4000 S. FIGUEROA STREET 323 WEST POLK STREET i 
LOS ANGELES 37, CALIF. CHICAGO 7, ILLINOIS =f 
Send FREE Auto-Mechanics Book and Sample I 
Lesson. No obligation, no salesman will call. 1 
BIRTHDAY __.__19 { 


NAME sip esnstgrtiatiisesentemnatcani 





NO 


Check if interested in ONLY Resident Training at § 
Los Angeles. VETERANS: Give Date of Discharge 





MOTOR TREND/APRIL 1955 5 

















YMA ZZ 
/ 


The Emphasis is 
on Tone Quality! 


Ygolond. 


TONE-LINE 


MUFFLERS 





“ ” 
GULDEN-TUNE 
GLASS PACKED MUFFLER 
Combines all the proven principles of 
design, construction and tone con- 
trol, into the finest glass packed 





- ” 

MELLV -TUNE 
STEEL PACKED MUFFLER 
A mainstay in the Belond line for 
many years, we proudly present this 
new improved version of an old 
favorite, 





“RHYTHM -TONE™ 
HOLLYWOOD MUFFLER 


Produced to meet the ever increasing 
demand for an inexpensive muffler 
that produces a pleasing tone. 


PROPERLY DESIGNED — EXCELLENTLY 
CONSTRUCTED — COMPETITIVELY PRICED 


Belond, the recognized leader of the spe- 
cialized exhaust system industry, invites 
you to see these fine mufflers at your 
dealer soon. Available nationally through 


automotive parts stores, new car agencies, 


muffler shops and speed shops. 


UU 


MUFFLER CORPORATION 





11029 Washington Bivd., Culver City 2, Calif. 
1801 Spielbusch Ave., Toledo 1, Ohio 
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RUBBER FENDERS ON PASSENGER 
CARS? Why not? They've been in use on 
commercial vehicles since 1930. Now, new 
improvements in compounding techniques 
(essentially compounding natural rubber 
with phenolic resin to link them chemically ) 
lift some restrictions. Reporting in Rubber 
Developments on this new process devel- 
oped by Dunlop Research Centre. P. D. Pat- 
terson says, “Rubber wings [fenders] are 
virtually immune to corrosion . . . are now 
comparable in weight with [steel] wings 
.. . fare flexible] . . . a new type of flexi- 
ble paint gives a [high gloss} ... are no 
more expensive than metal wings .. .” 


“LOOK FOR DISC BRAKES on di// cars in 
the not-too-distant future.” So says William 
Lyons, Managing Director of Jaguar Cars, 
Ltd. “We now use them on our sports cars 
and will probably use them on all our cars 
in 2 years.” Beauty of disc brakes is that 
you get better retarding, equal pressure, no 
fade, easier adjustments. MT will report on 
a new disc brake next month... . 


IF YOU'RE A TV VIEWER in or around 
Detroit, tune in A World of Speed, on 
WXYZ, Channel 7, Saturdays, 2-3 P.M., 
E.S.T. Program will include new cars, new 
inventions, safety advice, personalities, 
films. Worth your time... 


TUBELESS TIRES have really taken hold. 


More than 75 per cent of Firestone’s do- 
mestic passenger car tire production is of 
tubeless type. . . 


5.8 MILLION CARS will one day be small 


| yearly production,” said L. L. Colbert, Chrys- 


ler Corp. Pres., recently. “And we intend, 
this year, to get 20 per cent of that amount. 
We're also very serious about putting Plym- 
outh back in 3rd place.” With backlog of 
250,000 orders for Chrysler products, looks 
like they might be on the way. . . 


PRESIDENT, Juan D. 
Peron, announced in January signing of final 





contract and government decrees with 
Kaiser-Willys to establish fully integrate) 
motor vehicle industry in~ Argentina 
manufacture Jeeps, passenger cars, station 
wagons, and trucks . . . 


OWN A MORRIS MINOR? Might inte 
you that Dunlop has announced domes 
manufacture of tires and tubes in 5.00 x 
size. Will be cheaper than imported 
sion of same... 


By 
. 
La 
| 


MICHIGAN IS ORDINARILY THOUGHT 
OF as the state that produces the nation’ 
cars. Yet did you know that only 32 p 
cent of last year’s output were built j 
Michigan? Missouri ranked 2nd _ with 
most 10 per cent, California 3rd with 
most 9... 


PLASTIC EXPERTS say dented fenders are 
on their way to join such automotive antiques 
as cranks and running boards. They say aum~®™ 
bodies of future will be made of reinforced {#°™ 
plastics which will spring back into shape 
when dented, when broken can be repaired 
with a do-it-yourself kit. All that’s holding 
up this new automotive revolution is way to 
bring costs down to reasonable level . . . 
PEOPLE in Midland, Mich., have been driv- TH 
ing more carefully since they discovered E 
a camera-equipped police car in town. Cam 
era, used normally to record road habits of 
bus and truck drivers, not only takes pictures 
of law violations, but superimposes on film 
time, date, and speed at which pictured ly 
vehicle was travelling. When violations are 
observed, police issue a summons. Before th 
violator’s day in court, he receives photos of 

his violation, and is impressed with unde. 
niable evidence. Result has been a noticeablegg g| 
increase in law-abiding driving . . . 
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ab last i 
DO YOU WANT to control your cars oil ¢ 
speed? One device coming to our attention f'®:-- 
Micro | 


which can be set for any desired maximum 
speed is a  dial-and-buzzer arrangement. 
Dial, attached to instrument panel, is set at TI 
desired maximum, warning buzzer sounds if + things 
that speed is exceeded, and gets louder asfwves. M: 


; aoe oils cor 
speed increases .. . ino 

) paper 
MOTORISTS who fail to slow for a sharp pany cat 


curve near Philadelphia are forced to stop poh 


by overhead red light activated by “‘speed# design | 


sila ss hicrosco} 
detector plates” in pavement... bn). Oil 


MOTORISTS entering Findlay, Ohio, see OL 
this reminder: “Drive carefully. We have 
lots of children but none to spare.” 
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MOTOR Convenient delivery 
a 
TREND ‘subscription Dept. is one of the big reasons 
5959 Hollywood Blvd., Los Angeles 28. Calif ' for subscribing to MT. 
Please enter my name as a MOTOR TREND subscriber for: . Another is the 
[) One year—$3.00 [] Two years—$5.00 Above rates 4g ‘ 
for U.S., its possessions, Canada; all other countries: g 1 00 S Micro Bre 
[J One year—$4 ] Two years—$7 . e aving r cartri 
a is! At 1 
aan : on a two-year order. You PY in y 
Street r won't miss 2 copy of the J. 
ae ae ' great new issues coming Ub ig, 
! if you send thi + 
| enclose: [) cash [] check [) money order 1 u you sen Is coupon 
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a TRY THIS TEST 


This simple “bronze that 
breathes” smoke test demon- 
strates the amazing porosity of 
a Micro Bronze sintered bronze 
oil filter unit. Used for cen- 
. ; turies, bronze has withstood the 
IG test of time. Metallurgists call 
UGH Si, it “the timeless metal?’ Thanks 
aa to war-time and post-war scien- 
32 per me tific development, Mrcro 
uilt ‘ F Bronze engineers now use 
vith sintered bronze to prevent 
: undue engine wear and elimi- 
with nate frequent oil changes. 







INATE ENGINE ACIDS! | 


with Revolutionary New Type 


tino BRONZE 


Permanent All-Metal Oil Filter 
. 
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ders are 


ay oa wsonic aircraft and guided missiles, Micro Bronze-type filters are the only filters made 


inforced provide full lubrication protection for modern automobiles! 
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FILTERS THE 
DIRT BUT NOT THE 
DETERGENTS 


GUARANTEED 
FOR 
99 YEARS 


ONLY FILTER 
THAT DESTROYS 









en driv. 





covered ENGINE ACIDS U.S. Patent 
1. Cam App. No. 
abits of cs 
pictures 

on film 


vicudinly Filter in the World 

ONS afe * . * e 

‘aefonfth Built-in Acid Neutralizer 

otos of Special Acid Neutralizer Element in the Micro Bronze Filter * 


1 unde. 
ticeable 


MAGNIFIED PORTION 
E SECRET is THE “BRONZE THAT BREATHES” of Micro Bronze filter showing microscopic 


; : . : 2 : | metal balls fused together to make a solid, but 
at last is an oil filter that never needs replacing . . . increases your engine power . . . ends J, Porous, filter. Micro Bronze chetat cotkt heel 
-at's fet oil changes .. . adds thousands of miles to engine life .. . stops waste of valuable oil 1 additives, can't ‘‘channel;’ can’t “‘blow;’ yet 
f bs = “ E hwhil oe ee heecatat Tan » ee f screens out finest particles of grit and metal 
tention fiv’S--- and saves you worthwhile money in the bargain! Tests give conclusive proo | which drop to bottom of filter housing as “sludge’” 
ximum |licko Bronze type filters are the finest, most economical oil filtering units ever made. i 
meme eee eee eee 
ement. 
} Set at TERS THE DIRT— BUT NOT THE DETERGENT!” oi! ae to provide a pastes oo yee a THE MICRO BRONZE UNIT FITS 
my parts. New Micro Bronze Oil Filters, combined wit 
unds if things cause engine wear: Friction, acid and modern HD oils, double your engine’s life! EVERY MAKE AND MODEL CAR AND TRUCK 
ider a$ves. Major o'l companies have developed heavy Today's motor oils never wear out, but they can You can buy a Micro Bronze Oil Filter Unit that fits 
oils containing expensive additives and deter- become so diluted by acid-creating water and gaso- any standard filter housing including all full-flow 





models for only $6.95. Easy to install, never needs 
changing, never needs “filter packs’’ or other replace- 
ments. Micro Bronze Filter Housing, $9.95. hi! 


that greatly reduce engine wear. Old-fashioned line vapors that they no longer do their job. Burned 
paper or earthen filters — standard equipment gasoline creates a strong sulphuric acid solution 


| sharp any cars! — soak up these beneficial elements, that eats into vital eng.ne parts. causing them to : - 
a by-pass damaging abrasives and metal particles wear out years before their time. The Micro Bronze on tag gy: Pag nha Bo i wee | 
O SCOP Tithe engine. The Micro Bronze exclusive double- Filter contains a patented acid neutralizer which pack costs and “the quart for the pot” you need i 


“speed design filters out abrasives and metal particles adds years to engine life and eliminates the main every time you change filter packs. Most important, 
hicroscopic as 39/millionths of an inch (one reason for frequent oil changing. Micro Bronze is the you save costly oil changes — with average driving, i 
in). Oil additives are left in, suspended in the only filter in the world with a built-in acid neutralizer. one oil change per year is sufficient. i 


° “§OLD UNDER MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE TO LAST FOREVER! } 


> have 
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4 2 | 

i THIS MAY BE Chtito BRONZE Futer corr. || 

THROW WORTH $10,000 11766 W. PICO BLVD. LOS ANGELES 64, CALIF. * CABLE ADDRESS: MICRONZE | | 

AWAY OR MORE TO You! ee eee 

1 If you would like to be one MICRO BRONZE Filter Corporation, Dept. MT-45 | 

YOUR OLD of the people we are appoint- 11766 W. Pico Bivd., Los Angeles 64, Calif. 

ns ing as a MICRO BRONZE Ship me immediately ___-Micro Bronze Oil Filters with Wy 
- FILTER Distributor or Dealer, write, wire lifetime guarantee as follows. I understand you will promptly 
or phone us today. Mattinsive refund my money if I'm not pleased. i! 

- () Conversion unit @ $6.95. Factory pays shipping. | 


territories with profit potentials of 
thousands of dollars are now 
being awarded. Address: Sales 





(J Micro Bronze Housing Unit (needed where car does not now 
have filter). Does not include filter element, $9.95. 
Factory pays shipping. 


Micro Bronze Filters end forever the need to replace dirty, costly 
tt cartridges. They will outlast any car and are guaranteed for 






















! At left is shown an old-style filter “pack”—the kind that’s Division, MICRO BRONZE | 
‘ou PY in your car now. How can a dirty pack keep oil clean? It Filter Corp., 11766 W. Pico Blvd., NAME 
“ d a vin * pops paren eae dee Los Angeles 64, Calif. MAKE, MODEL & YEAR OF CAR 
ADDRESS. 








through the pack and into the oil. USE COUPON NOW 





STATE. ZONE. CITY. 
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rills. Brand new 
i. oa tool steel _~ 
through 4". Each ~~ S 
and tempered to give up to — 
through steel, ee, 
wood, plastic. Sells in the stores 
To $6. Set of 41 drills $2.00. 
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genuine hard 











































75¢ ALL 5 = 
each ‘FOR $350 COMBINATION 
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SCOTT-MITCHELL 
HOUSE, INC 


611 Broadway, Dept. 8404 
New York 12, New York 
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tects you fully. Rush 
orders today. 
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Letters 
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THOSE LINCOLNS 


Gentlemen: 

Mr. Molson’s article, “With the Lincolns 
in Mexico” (Jan. MT) is complete and thor- 
ough, but there is one thing it does not men- 
‘ion. Did all the Lincolns have Hydra-Matic 
transmissions? Did any of them have power 
steering or power brakes? 

John W. Blodgett, Jr. 

Portland, Ore. 
Sometimes we get so close to the 
points that we forget to mention them. All 
the Lincolns in the stock class had Hydra- 
Matic, since it was standard equipment on 
the '54 models and synchromesh was not. 
None of the cars in the Lincoln race team 
had “non-purist” power steering or power 
brakes —Editor. 


TRUCKING: PRO AND CON 


Gentlemen: 

“Learn from the Truckers” (Feb. MT) 
was a terrific article. The only thing that I 
found fault with was where you say that mo- 
torists have poor opinions of truck drivers. 

Vincent J. Pantuso 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 


main 


Gentlemen: 

“Learn from the Truckers” was one of the 
best I have ever read. On the West Coast, 
if a trucker blinks his lights rapidly, it 
seems to mean danger; but on the East 
Coast, it means all clear. Is it true that the 
accepted signals vary in this way? 

Art Kraemer 
Baltimore, Md. 
Yes.—Editor. 


Gentlemen: 

Seems to me that more articles of this 
kind would be of great interest to that aver- 
age driver (I’m one). Review for us things 
that we know about but sometimes forget, 
like driving in snow and on slick, icy roads, 
and some of the problems encountered out 
on the highway and how to handle them. 

Name withheld 


| Gentlemen: 


. I am not the least bit interested in 
the trucking industry, taxes, or Texas. If I 
were I am sure I could find better sources 
of information . . 
Kenneth C. Miller 
Bartlesville, Okla. 
And there you are.—Editor. 


| DOWN UNDER HUMBER 


Gentlemen: 

It (page 8, Feb. MT) is a Humber 10, 
a model that is assembled and sold only in 
New Zealand. This car is a Hillman Minx 


x 


with nothing changed but the name, th 


grille, and the hood ornament. 
R. F. Riggs 
Oakland, Calif. 


The promised 1-year sub is on its way w 
Mr. Riggs. There were 13 other correct a. 
swers. Congratulations. We thought we had 
you stumped.—Editor. 


MISSING MISERLY 
STUDEBAKERS 


Gentlemen: 
We are perplexed no end by the omission 
of Studebaker in the “fuel economy” column 
of your March issue. . . 
Very inconsistent of you, too, since in 
other places in your magazine, and in prey. 
ous issues, you mention the fuel economy of 
Studebaker automobiles as proved by lag 
year's Mobilgas Economy Run. 
P. R. Izdepski, Lubrication Engineer 
Studebaker Division 
Studebaker-Packard Corp. 
Dear Mr. lzdepski: 

In our preliminary discussions on the 
“Buyers Guide” chart, we had Studebaker 
and their fantastic fuel economy listed in 
this category. Why they did not appear is th 
most embarrassing thing to happen in « 
long, long time. 

Our sincerest apologies to you and the 
Studebaker-Packard Corp. 

We hope we can partially rectify our error 
and soothe other economy-minded reader 
by publishing your letter with this reply. 

—Walter A. Woron, Editor 


MAGNA-POWER AND 
DETERGENTS 


Gentlemen: 

In the article on engine wear (Nov. '54 
MT) you made the statement that “. . . it’s 
probably not wise to use the Magna-Power 
drain plug with highly detergent (heavy- 
duty) oils as the combined acid-neutralizing 
action of the oil and the plug might create 
excess alkalinity, a condition almost as bad 
as excessive acidity” . . . In no case in all 
of the experimental work that has _ been 
done with magnesium alloy has it ever in- 
creased the alkalinity of any oil. In fact, all 
of these highly alkaline oils show a steady 
decrease of alkalinity with the magnesium 
present in the engine until the oil becomes 
slightly acidic Probably magnesium 
does not increase the alkalinity because of 
the insolubility of its hydroxide. Unlike the 
alkali metals lithium, sodium, and _potassi- 
um, and the alkaline earth metal calcium, 
and possibly strontium, magnesium does not 
react violently with water to form the soluble 
hydroxide. If these other metals were being 
used, then there would be a danger of over 
alkalinity, although even here extensive field 
tests would have to be run in order to de 
termine just what the effects would-be. 

W. A. Johns 

Johns Mfg. Co. 

Dunellen, N. J. 
Several chemists agree with Mr. Johns that 
the Magna-Power drain plug should not 
cause excess alkalinity. Mr. Johns is now i 
the process of setting up a program of field 
testing. We hope to publish the results when 
they are available.—Editor, 
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What do you mean, “practical”? 


” 


The Corvette is not a “practical” car . . . any more 
than a sailboat is practical, or a thoroughbred horse, 
or a pair of skis. It is a sports car, and by its size and 
nature it is limited to a select group of motorists. 

But if you are one of these, and one to whom the 
art of driving is a source of delight and an exhilarating 
test of skill . . . then the Corvette becomes a very 
practical car indeed! 

For what is more practical than a car that trans- 
forms mere transportation into adventure and puts into 
the hands of a good pilot the most joyous, responsive, 
accurate road machine he has ever known? 

What is extravagant about a car that rewards its 
owner throughout every minute with rock-solid sta- 
bility . . . that clings to the pavement like a postage 
stamp, with razor-sharp 16-to-1 steering ratio and the 
firecracker reflexes of a polo pony? 

What suits the expert driver better than a deep 
bucket seat, a man-size steering wheel, and, underfoot, 
the fantastic surge of the Corvette’s new 195 horse- 
power V8 engine—or the crackling 155 horsepower 
of the triple-carburetor “Blue-Flame” six? What else 
lifts his heart like the cream-smooth thrust of the 
special Powerglide transmission, the beartrap grip of 
the Corvette’s husky 11-inch brakes? 

For such a driver the Corvette is no extravagance. 
It is an investment in excitement . . . and one that 
pays off, every day, in the pure gold coin of pleasure. 

If you really enjoy driving, we sincerely urge you to 
spend an hour at the wheel of a Corvette. There is 
no other way of discovering the wonderful feeling, of 
exultation a Corvette can give you ... and keep giving 
you! Your Chevrolet dealer will be glad to arrange a 
demonstration. Why not see him soon? . . . Chevrolet 
Division of General Motors, Detroit 2, Michigan. 
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PUBLIC RELATIONS 


dual quad carbs, 
otherwise cross between Chrysler’s New Yorker and Imperial 





Spotlight 


on Detroit. 


Don MacDonalc 





MEN re too 


busy blowing factory whistles over 
broken production records to con- 
tribute much else that is news this 


month. Chevrolet states that in “fac- 
tory sales” (production), they creamed 
Ford to the tune of 50,000 passenger 
units in 1954. Ford meanwhile hints 
that they will win the race on the basis 
of registrations, the figure which really 
counts because it means cars in the 
hands of owners by 11:59 P.M., De- 
cember 31, 1954. Final 1954 registra- 
tion figures for all states are still not 
in as of presstime. 


PLYMOUTH AND BUICK finished up 
January with the latter still in 3rd 
place, but only by a hairline margin of 
1800 retail deliveries. It was an all- 
time-high January for both companies, 
but no real indication of anything ex- 
cept that Plymouth is sparking Chrys- 
ler’s now assured comeback. Other di- 
visions of Detroit's largest employer 
also report record acceptance of their 
“forward look”—unkindly called “bor- 
rowed” by competition. (This is a ref- 
erence to Chrysler’s $250 million loan 
and not styling.) The parent Chrysler 
Division, for example, already has firm 
dealer orders for more cars than they 
produced during the whole of the 1954 
model year. 


ONE DARK SHADOW hangs over all 
of this corporate prosperity: the Unit- 
ed Automobile Workers justifiably want 
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a chunk of it. Negotiations for con- 
tract renewal with General Motors and 
Ford will be going on as you read this. 
Key union demand will be the gran- 
teed annual wage, and Walter Reuther 
may settle for a big (but guaranteed ) 
step in this desirable direction. Judging 
from GM President Harlow Curtice’s 
violently negative reaction when a Mi- 
ami reporter suggested that he (Cur- 
tice) was stock-piling cars in anticipa- 
tion of a strike, it looks like GM will 
compromise in the direction Reuther 
wants. The others, of course, will fol- 
low suit as in other instances. 


NEW-CAR NEWS, which is really of 


more interest to us, embraces one 
that is not for sale and one that is— 


As expected, this one ran wild at Speedweek. It’s Chrysler’s 
300,” with power of like proportion. FirePower mill has 
%4-race cam. Suspension is stiff, car is 





Interesting attempt at classicism in Packard Request falls short due to short hood 


plus a suggestion, and a teaser. The 
first is a solecism which Packard calls 
the “Request.” This attempt to wed 
the new with the old unfortunately falls 
short because of its’short hood, but we 
must admit we were guilty of “re- 
questing” it ourselves (see Oct. 53 MT, 
page 47). The car that is for sale is 
a fabulous powerhouse named the 
Chrysler “300,” after the number of 
horses under the hood. You can buy 
it now at a price somewhere between 
the New Yorker and the Imperial. 
Designed for enthusiasts only, it fea- 
tures a modified FirePower engine with 
twin 4-barrel carburetors, a ‘4-race 
cam, and hard (but not roller) tap- 
pets. All-leather interior, wire wheels, 
PowerFlite, power brakes, but not pow- 
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er steering are standard. Clean out- 
side lines come from use of uncluttered 
Windsor side chrome and an Imperial 
grille . . . An overall height (59 
inches ) one inch lower than other hard- 
tops in the Chrysler line is achieved by 
slightly flattened springs. Shocks are 
what would normally be called “ex- 
port.” Early public announcement of 
this car (in March MT as well as other 
publications ) makes it officially OK to 
enter it as a sure winner in Class’ 4 
(unlimited stock) speed trials at 
NASCAR’S Daytona Beach classic, 
Feb. 21-28. We should talk; DeSoto 
announced factory-installed dual ex- 
hausts as an option primarily because 
MT’s entry in Class 3 needed them to 
nake winning a better bet. 





UR SUGGESTION - OF -THE- 
MONTH is best described by Don 
rell’s drawing of an elongated Thun- 
derbird. The elongation provides a 
well in which to keep your collection 
of house apes while touring, and emer- 
The | gency seating capacity is about all the 
calls | fast-selling "Bird has lacked up until 








now. Our drawing is scaled to illus- 
trate the car after it has been chopped 
in half at the B post and extended 2 
feet, which gives room for an “opera” 
sect. Use of the landau-type top is 
purely an expedient to make the job 
eisier for the backyard customizer; in- 
stallation of rear-quarter windows 
vould improve it but is a project best 
undertaken under factory auspices. 
C mpetent body shops in the Midwest 
area have estimated that if they were 
able to produce 4 of these a month 
(and thus use jigs), the job would cost 
the averige "Bird owner $800. However, 
the deal is too much of a natural for 
Young Henry to neglect; watch for it 
in future production, possibly billed 
as a Mercury, complete with conti- 
nental spare tire. 


E TEASER INVOLVES CONTI- 
NENTAL, this time capitalized. Ben D. 
Mills, Ford Motor Co.’s new Conti- 
nental Division assistant general man- 
ager, gave a speech recently in Cam- 
bridge, Mass.; it was so interesting that 
we wish we had space to print it in its 





riist Don Fell interprets a plausible suggestion: Thunderbird with extra seating 


entirety. Aside from sorting fact from 
fiction concerning the origin and de- 
velopment of Edsel Ford’s originai 1940 
Lincoln Continental, he went into more 
detail on the forthcoming revival. He 
called the styling of the new car “mod- 
ern formal,” defining this as “a func- 
tional, enduring design emphasizing an 
air of distinction and elegant simplic- 
ity.” Sounds like a certain 48 we know 
pretty well. 


THE MODERN-DAY VERSION of the 
queen of the classics will have every 
characteristic of the old. Four outside 
consultants competed (literally) with 
chief stylist John Reinhart and his staff. 
The rules of the competition were such 
that no one design could be rendered 
with more highlights than another, or 
stretched out to look longer, or touched 
up to look more impressive. Each one 
had to fit a set of grid coordinates set 
up by Chief Engineer Harley Copp to 
insure sufficient passenger and engine 
room. A committee of top Ford man- 
agement then gathered to view the most 
striking proposals for a new luxury au- 


tomobile you would ever see under one 
roof. Each committeeman chose a de- 
sign, and it was a tribute to John 
Reinhart that each member chose the 
same one—the 3rd of 3 designs devel- 
oped by Continental Division stylists. 


MILLS DESCRIBED THE CONTI- 
NENTAL at Cambridge without vio- 
lating security (it won't be introduced 
until late fall). He said that it “is low, 
but not as low as it looks; it is wide, 
but not as wide as it looks.” You can 
get an idea of its proportions from our 
photo of the engineering (not styling) 
prototype, cobbled from a standard '54 
Lincoln convertible. The new car will 
have everything the old ever had, with 
the best of “modern formal” mixed in. 
We know; we've seen it but were sworn 
to secrecy before being allowed admit- 
tance to the studio. There will be no 
sales problem for this limited produc- 
tion gem. Amongst the thousand or so 
orders already received is one from 
Author John Steinbeck, who wrote admir- 
ingly: “Many (Continued on page 74) 

MORE SPOTLIGHT PHOTOS ON PAGE 14 
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Two Pages of Order-By-Mail mth from J. C. WHITNE! 


Established in 1936. Now We Are Known as the 
WORLD'S LARGEST AUTOMOTIVE DEPT. STORE 


Buy with Uimest Confidence—Our Policy is 
Satisf d or Your Money Back. 
e ° ° 
Everything we sell is rigidly tested to merit our 





Our huge sales and volume buying power -brings 
you everything at money-saving low prices. 
. es e 


lly famous 
kno 


thandise from 


for quality. 





We handle nati: 


P 





- — 
fay So tte ll. Give stock No., car and year. 
No. 62— posTPAID 

GREATEST VALUES 


“Hollywood” WOLF 
Intake Ma 
Whistle! Gives 
Call, imitates « fe 
Dog and other Gi 
Precision buil 
able signal 
Autos, Te 
Motors. Si 
off the intake mani 
Ne. 61— POSTPAID Each. 


HIGHEST QUAL 


to install 


tech. $2.68 


high standards of quality. 


CUSTOM. NAME MATS 


be] 


E-Z HYDRAULIC POWER 


. a e 
We stock thousands of Hard-to-Get Parts that no 
other automotive firm can offer. 

e * e 
Modern C y it and 
vices to expedite orders for faster service. 

. . . 
Use our Handy Order Form on opposite page for 
speedier handling of your order. 


e . ° 
Over 100,000 square feet of warehouse space 
for our huge stock of Accessories and Parts. 

. . . 
A $1,000,000.00 inventory to offer you a com- 
plete selection of Everything Automotive. 

. * ° 
Everything is shipped direct to you from our 
warehouse without delay. No drop shipments. 


For Ae Se, Megs Saat pemensl touch to 
car. Choice of Blue, or Green 


Gut 


I de- 





and at the Fann 
-— un- oom mpl f 





Each. 





ThA eT GOR TRO) IV 4). (Cer NG@@ dh 10) 41 5 


color with the stoc 1990-33 Ford, "Mercury 
$3.05 Specity Year, Phy and 
CAR SPEAKER 
Custom Grilles for 46-48 Fords | Custom Grilles for 49-51 


jammerioid mot- 
grille. 6 


AH-OOO-GAH Chromed HORN | REAR SEAT 
Here it is for the 
sport car enthusiast 
Not a vibrator or 
other substitute but 
a genuine motor 
driven horn. 

@ VOLTS, 12 VOLTS 


HTL rr 


. ‘or Customizing the 
No. 64—POSTPAID Ford 7. 55, Chev. 47-55 


$6.92 
$9.48 


a 


Ne. 60— POSTPAID ii 


State Voltage Needed. $12.60 ty e. 
EVERYTHING 
Theft Proof HOOD LOCK KIT 


Operates from the 
dash. Protects ail 
Underhood Parts 
from Theft. 

Fits Ford, Chevro- 
let, Plymouth and 
All Cars With Out- 
side Hood Latch. 


(iii ae 
ee 


o 8 ey © ee with 
. Comes in right and le’ ‘sections wiih 
any to foltaw tnatioes ions. 


CHROMED CUSTOM CENTER BAR 


IT 32-54 FORDS 
This custom 


Rib ee 


tstit 





i 


New “Jet-Flo” 
EXHAUST AND BUMPER GUARD 
COMBINED 


Gives the Appear- 
ance of Duals on 3 
Exhowst 


hood ornament. Blends per- 


AID’ each only. $1. 95 
ROCKER PANEL 
MOULDINGS 


Consists of 2 
Chrome Plated ¢ 7 

Three section ~ei 
cerials which can ve adjusted to 
any angle. Complete with Junc- 
tion Block, Long Lead-in and 
Trimmer Control for Full Volume 


reception. Ne. 86— $7. 35 


POSTPAID § Kit. 


foci mtg 





MADE OF 
STAINLESS STEEL. 


Complete bumper ‘ds with adapter 
included. EASILY INSTALLED, just remove: 
ids and with JET. 


=s2s te 
TT 
*sS 
t+ a 2eee 





BERMUDA 


AD 
wer Meatag | Unit, Battery. 
Heater, Etc Fully ity Guaranteed 


Me. 56—POSTPAID Eech $3.94 


SIGNAL CONVERSION KIT 
Self Cancelling 


7 SwiTcn 
utomatically cancels 

signal after turn is $3.95 
made. Can also be man- 

ually operated. Switch 

complete with flasher, |NEW HEAD LAMP RIMS 
in-line fuse and con- 
necting wires. Baked 
‘ename pede. chrome 


° —— all cars with 
stop U 
Approved 


Extra Protection 
and Extra Beauty! 











duty stainiess 
steel. Quick and 
Easy to install. 


OVAL 
EXTENSION 


tone 
sound. Easily installed 
under ¢. aan a 
+ Seat. Step on plu 
HG a a Fits. ow ‘car 
49— POSTPAID 


“CADDY” 
EXHAUST 


49-55 Nash 

50-52 Olds. 

48-54 Packard 

53-55 Plym. G Pont. Pair 
49-52 Lincoin 


50-55 Studebaker 
49-55 Mercury’ 1952 Willys $10. 60 
Ne. 74—Cive exact year, make and model of 
car when 
For Other Cars, State length Available 
from 7414” to 90”. 





taches the 
Eliminates ps unsightly tail 
ipes. Easily installed. 
Gives the appearance of 
duals on single exhaust 








Ne. 70— POSTPAID SET of 4 


F 1954 
Ford 1955, 
CHROMED 
NRABLICT GUARDS 
j= soe fo beautify, pro- 
treamiining the head- 


ect, iS 
lights Easily installed. Hinged 2 at 
ap over all seal-beam he. 
lights 


postrai rai $3.95 


POSTPAID 
FASTEST SERVICE 








New Modern 
” Ae le 
‘Caddy Rir 
enims 
© TRIPLE CHROME 
PLATED 
© VERY EASY TO 
INSTALL 
# NO HOLES TO DRILL 


Game —: that “Look of 
nro that 


CUSTOM TAIL LIGHT FOR 52-54 


cow to install. No holes to 
drill. Chrome Plated Steel 


Ring. @ Fits all model 
1952-54 F 


Electric TRUNK KIT 


This Electric Trunk 
Release Kit 
the om Car 





tive beauty to any 
car. Adjustable—one minute easy installation. 
Ne. 72— POSTPAID' Poir 
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 


\\ 


pane ong 
Stock No. 29—fits 1952-53 Ports, 1954 ‘Ford, 
1953-54 Chevrolet, 1949-53 Cadillac, 1949- trai 
a Pontiac. 95 5 M.C. 49-5. 
Flared FENDER SKIRTS | suc no 9s tes 1999-52 bar Ne. rain 
are 
State year, make & model. Each $6.56 


Fits 1949-52 Buick 
All metal. Prime 
ELECTRIC DOOR KIT 


Convert Black Tires to White Side Walls— palate . 95 
= 49 Cadillac 49-51 Mercury Per P. 
finish with rub: has 
P @ Button ¥e), 


Genuine 100°/, White Latex Rubber 
For : sl 20 Olds | (POSTPAID 
© o> RES : 


WHITE SIDE- ber 
these model 
Push Button Electric Door Kit is a must for 
Car andi 





IN PRIME FINISH 


Ne 32Per $6.85 


HOT ROD FENDERS 


46-54 Frazer 
46-54 Kaiser 
49-50 Olds., 76, 88 


47-52 Kaiser-F 46-53 Willys 
No. 96—For 1955 Ford. 


POSTPAID pair. ‘ $8.85 


NEW FIBERGLASS 


CUSTOMIZING KITS 
ALSO FILLS IN SPOTS. HOLES 
AND RUSTS OUTS 











Give exact year, make & model when order- 


Mo. 59 Pair 
tires can now be glamorized 52-54 FORD G MERCURY 

Wall discs, Every black tire can | Ne. 83—Palr $7.94 
<< 

Chrome Plated Flared Skirts 


with very little ef- 


WALL DISCS ~ car 
the Custom les 


NOT A PAINT! 49-54 Chevrolet 
Air 
20 gauge s 
eliminated. Doors are electrically Lge Contoured te 
ihe @ chrome push bi 


Has new Fibregias material, tough 
plastics and resins that reinforce 
and ome as strong as steel. 
It's so easy and simple to do a 
Sponge dl op. or repair + oxy pert 
ING, 


rd “WELDING, NO SOBERING. Ns Special 


Brock No. 19—Kit ang and pascal . 78 





automobile 
Universal 


and Eas) Installation. ¢ brackets 
¢ standard brakel 


= it will 
not peel off We oer steaio $9. 95 


STAINLESS STEEL KICKPLATE 


Diates. Prime 
wan y7. Ne. 31 eg 
Paik sa 5 
Fits all qeosTrano Each. $14.80 Pair... $8. 
PLASTIC SEAT -SAVER 
One size fits all makes of cars 


CHECKERED FLAG EMBLEM HI-SPEED ELECTRIC SIREN 
ae ry © Made of finest heavy 


CHROME Se . 
plastic with reinf 
PLATED & L Now used stitched seams. 
@ Completely p 
Each a present co 
ront, back 


Pair : 
$14.95 , screws, 10 ft ’ Ideal for shop 


t tect 
. Tr te Graeme Plated! ip tae '° pre ec 


in- 
staled. “Kite come complete with illustrated 





CUSTOM FIT 


@ Fits any standard make 
S automobile. 


Mer 
proof — stainless ete! 32 we 
leaned. 


04 
fits — Plymouth 53-55. 
No. 105—Universal for these cars: 
46-49 poser 


jae 53- 55 sh 


elastic 
it out. 


© Slips on and off in a iif 
apes to tangle, fr: 

@ Completely w: 
greaseproof. 

No. 82—POSTPAID 


No. 71—POSTPAID 
6 VOLT es. 


ee: OO 


Each 


Poir 
$14.95 


$13.24 
sigh 13-70 
USE H, HANDY ORDER BLANi 
ON FOLLOWING PAGE => 


by 
+ "Wide, 1%4” vier Black and 
Ne. 57— POSTPAID 


49 K 
46-52 35-30 Olan 16 
4651 Pimouth et ed 


J.C. WHITNEY & CO., 1917-19 Archer Ave., Chicas 16, Il. 
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FY 23% FE ,'.P—Fast Service and 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed 


oO 


W SEALED BEAM BULBS ,ZMROME PLATED Alccraft tvee ic Lifter HIGH COMPRESSION HEAD GASKETS 
NEW civES 15% MORE LICKT 3 FIRE” SPARK PLUGS CONVERSION KITS eter Piston 4 IXTRA-THIN 020" SOLID COPPER 
Outiests Ordinary Piugs 3 te 1 Complete with Feeler Gouge, These cooper gaskets 
sec eo meee f SES OID £2 

Poin Point Electrodes — "Lum. /* ~¥ Coord =. 080", and “hops up" 
insulators. ‘ever known ae the motor to 

. by ol Fy 

Quick imineti: power and mileage. 


mode! when order. 


ferme rere er, 
@ More Miles Per Galion —- ‘ State year, make and 
Sizes tor alt cars. Give exact CURES TeoweLES Simply Press, Tube ing car be Wo gasket ore Tor- 
year, make model when Eliminate Hydraulic Lifter Troubles. enough for 1— 2 
ordering. Steck Ne. 39 “a 89 “INCR CAS MILEAGE @ POWER. Eoeder aa 4 Stock Ne. 21—POSTPAID........... $4.95 
eee 1 tac au saliieie todinaiens 
. rise. to RE 


“spill” os ae pany 5 tte 

=o may become 8 sliminat ipaten tray yo. |WIDE VIEW PANOSCOPIC sed st : oo ~ 
in thru whic Fn jaht— keeps U Bynatiow, Strai vevents Flooding, 
iver cannot see light onroad, espe- [REAR VIEW MIRROR tr ca wit Sato (set = $9.50 Stalling and Veper 
in toe. ey eer —_—— . CHEVROLET with Power 235 6 Gy., For any make or 

Completely interchangeable with present i 
sealed beam Remove present bulb and (Set of 12) Ne. 103—POSTPAID. 
raplace . . . no alteration necessary. ; +4 
Me. 63—POSTPAID 6 Volt....fach $1.80 ea ae Rietas Sealine Piins Whites ac Aloie a 4 F ve d 
Ne. 43—POSTPAID 12 Velt...fech 1.90 —— NEW! FOOT-OPERATED mixture of both Equals Smoother Engine Per- ee rg Aa 
i he fuel 
OVERDRIVE SELECTOR ‘pum pulations ‘ad 











Steck 
Ne. 41 





easily insti 
on any carburetor, 
ling and 











@ Corrosion-proof 


luxe 3 ie Convertible Tops t — DRIVING. Without ————~ *'Ai Grane fe toe ethan aerated ore Steck Ne. 28 POsTPAID $4.95 





Song By head or losi j No Need to Take 
sight of the road in front. the car yr b Hands Off Steering o Ail fitting copper 
driver, by a quick — in this Wide View / Wheel to Ope 4 sheet. Ss. make, tubing, and 
oie 2 Saat at nee weereeter. vt view fi. Dash Light indica es . » year and model, CUSTOM MADE Chrome Plated 
BOTH SIDES. Tre ceusl Gltnd apets ore alien : eS AERO-BASE 
the of side BY] Sconce ch DUAL POINT PLATES Models 

and rear collisions. Wide-View is acclaimed é CREASES HIGHER TOP SPEED 

by safety minded ded traffic surhorities in all sec- E ; A Double-thrust Seif aligning 

ions country. “ economy. be used Bearing Distributor Plate As- 

Ne. 94— POSTPAID each $6.95 Son : sembly. Quicker starting. 
More . Better perform- 


TAIL LAMP TRIMLINERS 








ing at your 
Clutchiess 
Shifting. Easy . heey “Con be be used on all 


with @ window. are cars with Borg-Warner Overdr 
view window. } Complete with olf Perts & instructions. oe ysler POSTPAI ord V8'G ss39 54 





with 
ea ee | ree eRe 
fomcty which ae of colors: Black or Tan. Oistinction, \ y “POSTPAI 
y _POSTPAID 2 
ai $26.95 | << Prevesti 75 e EXHAUST HEADER AND CHROME PLATED 
Fits all 52-54 DUAL MUFFLER SETS NEW 1955 MODEL 
Ford Models, 


REAR-VIEW MIRRORS osclly installed 
cial Ci ‘Con- in a few minutes, no holes to dri, 
_ . PAIR. $3.23 


Gives Curb , Ne. 93 POSTPAID 


























AUTO FABRIC SPRAY 
For a New Looking Car Interior 





al Case Painted a These sets are the most efficient and finest 
Finieh pag a cee made—+so designed and const: led to:— 
© Increase ot Least 10% 
L © ELIMINATE CK PRESSURE 
$2.94 py ecg pe Primes . a, a 
eta 7 For ALL V8 ENGINES! All sets include: — F 
2 HOLLYWOOD Type MUFFLERS banc nays qrancesdpredieg heey emgerd 





1 Dual Side Heed Pipe. 1 Set of Clamps. 
1 Dual Side Tail Pipe. Easy te follow instruc- 


bed Seen eliminates 
more of t' essure 


get smoother—increa: - 

serews & instructions. | door paneling and floor covering . . . the job | ance and Ail sets Custom Built | Order Now! 

A highly efficient an be done in so little time it wt amaze you for perfect fit. Sony tb in stal it sein bur ALL reo & DUAL MUFFLER SETS HAVE aoe BUICK, Special rea 4 mencuRY 

mix does not rub off or fade. It penetrates the sciowing 2 HOLLYWOOD Type fay rete & Centu: 54-55 OLDS 

acti mi ‘ond as it covers giving a permanent finish Y Model per set leaders Stone Set 53-55 CHEVROLET 53 3 PLYMOUTH 

air with voicanic force. not impair the texture or make fabrics stiff on ixtensions | 52-54 FORD 53-54 PONTIAC 
inst Ne. 81—Specify exact year, moke & model 


or brittle. Anyone can ofessiona’ BUICK 
sorreature 50°10 60 | result the first time. worTone uphol- | 50-51 CADILLAC exceot Convert,” 
stering. (Upholstery must ay hen. ) We rec- | 1955 CHEVROLE t vert. 
mend ‘Gt le. 51-53 CHRYSLER, poe Convert. 


2 ilenedisangly Ist & §2-54 DESOTO, except C rt. 
ts x Qnver 
and * oe 5-53 FORD VB, all mode! 
ey MILEAGE Ne. Og, Pressurtend spre or wach... 92099 
ER FIBRE GLASS PACKED 


@ Eliminates “PING” RACKET Py be . ‘+. 3 
Many owners report aaareert * PONTIAC V8 .. ee? emme @ ouk bod 

* due to unitorm fuel amerson wen BU Les TE AS ie ew STUDEBAKER ¥ erg eye © state i ere taken, 
with low test fuel, For All Cars. ‘ STUDEBAKER V8 |... ; 27.95 | Cover Stesring, Standard or Automatic Trene- 


Give Exact Y. t\acael and Make of Car. Be sure to moke, year, 
_ EXHAUST Ah es soe ups tare 


model, bod 
POSTPAID 2 60 
ie $23.60 | | TENSION ———— © fEXHAUST CUT-OUT] 
one ae 2 Oe nce, & 2 ence ym) ideal for cars that have mufflers that are too ‘ : : 
loud, or too noisy. Also mellows loud duals. “<C> DEEP TONE trolled trom the 


Compensate for this | Eliminates 50% of all present exhaust noises. Mer San y 
natural sag of front | Scientifically tested and proven to work in all a cut out in the 
coil springs. Restores | installations. 3” Diam., 10” Length. Eliminates MUFFLERS country and clo: a . ORDER NOW! 
gad front end po- | Offensive Rackets. Packed with Fibregias. ' hevsemmaet, aan ie aad ae “ 35,085 tome 146 page catalog, packed with over 
‘ 1 to 2” sixes. Cive . ak: o> -thru construc’ oper. hwo - a 
Easy installation between i when pty as, fom, ee © no high pitch irritating noises, ae ee ent toned mufflers. Well constructed of ~~ any order, for iteme one oolected frown yours PRee 
coils with hammer as illus- | Ne. 67—POSTPAID Each... » —_ -offensive tones. Specify m. heavy plate steel. Strengthens the exhaust pipe. | vertisement. 























Stock No. 37—POSTPAID ; Ne. 66—POSTPAID Each 0! 
set of «..$1.49 | Quick Change HELPER SPRINGS USE COUPON BELOW 
“a oo oe & bey OO ROE EE AACE NATR IES LSE SE Ee 

Custom Fit, Stainless Stee! break the springs on your @ USE THIS HANDY ORDER FORM — MAIL TODAY! 
ADJUSTABLE DOOR VISORS we Extra buoyancy. ing J.C. WHITNEY, INC., Dept 0-204 Please ship ey pee 
ee een with the 1917-19 Archer Ave. Chicago 16, Ill. r beck g 
° #508 bb. xia a Coparty. = mari ee iat 
e 





Ne, 85—POSTPAID 



































spose brackets. loos 
iniversal. Complete with 
ructions. 





mavens 1 Enclose $_________ to. cover payment _in full (or 25% deposit if C.O.0.) 

Custom, made fit for front or rear doors of alt | Ford" 36 . 2 Siete (NOTE: WE PAY POSTAGE on items marked POSTPAID when payment accompanies order. You pay shipping charges 
1949-5 's. Door Visors give greater driving j i Olds. on items not marked POSTPAID. If C.0.D. order, enclose at least 25% deposit, poy balance plus shipping charges 
fentort in mali kinds of weather . . . keep ou ‘ 3 Plym. upon delivery.) 
“bride tis, [Back ae Hae Ga | 
am on jeld and windows for safer | GA, 1 ee Name 
. Wilt not fit hard tops or convertibles. wae 's 40- 26.53 

Give Make, Year, | specity Year, Make and Model 
No. of Cyl. 


And » 
100— POSTPAID.............- le * Ne. 84—POsTPAjD _—~Per Set. ‘$14.95 Make — My car is a 


Order Now! J. C. WHITNEY & CO. 3 Ss 
wa 


1917 Archer Ave., Chicago 16, Ill, use xanoy onoer tank cenenaenndiins 
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Release “‘Locked-in”” Power With— continued 


SPEee-TUNER B Spotlight 


IMING & OCTANE SELECTOR 
taf Gain 10 to 


TUNEINTOP SS "30% 


more 


PERFORMANCE »" ik . power! 
AS YOU i, ns 
DRIVE! 
Boost 
ACCELERATION, 
MILEAGE! 


New SPEED-TUNER TIMING SELECTOR gives you 
instant finger-tip control over engine performance 

A simple pull of a switch on the dash super- 
tunes spark timing for PEAK POWER OUTPUT. 
Compensates for changing driving conditions, 
load, speed, terrain, octane and differences in 
altitude & weather. With the ‘Speed Tuner,” 
instantly ADVANCE OR RETARD timing to MAXI- 
MUM POWER POINT while driving! 


STOP PING! CUT FUEL BILLS! 
“Speed-Tuner’’ permits premium performance on 
regular gas. Ping & spark-knock can be elimi- 
nated. Users report up to 50 more miles per 
tankful! Simple to install. Fits under dash, con- 
nects to distributor. (Does not interfere with 
present mechanism.) Easy tuning instructions in- 
cluded. For all passenger cars, trucks, boats, 
tractors & racing engines. 

FOR ALL CARS 
“TRY “SPEED TUNER” 10 DAYS. You'll see more Studebaker Speedsters in the showrooms—and there'll be plenty 


eee eere satiosice NOT people looking them over. “Living it up” is the by-word, compact, peppy and pl 
(POWER BOOK FREE) 


ALMQUIST nic 









on Detroit 






































= POWER BOOK 
an with “TUNER” 





NEW LOW PRICES Departure from current station wagon styling, Pontiac Safari makes debut at GM’ 


/ 

caveat S Fucest Motorama show. “Interpretation of a family dream car” is $2714 at Pontiac, Mic 
nen aati a BIG NEW “HOW-TO” CATALOG 
- 3 shows everything in the 
SHIPMENT! , Speed, Power, Economy, 
Racing & Customizing field! Thou- 
sands of MONEY SAVING VALUES 
for your car, racer, rod or custom 
including many new items not 
in stores. Complete info, 100’s of 
photos, charts, dyno. tests. Order 
with confidence -WE GUARANTEE 

THE BEST FOR LESS! 


‘“‘MOTO-MATIC’’ POWER 
GUIDE shows how to easily 

boost your power, speed & 
mileage — at LOWEST COST! In- 
cludes latest TUNING DATA & 
“HOP UP MECHANIX" TIPS. Sent 
FREE with Catalog. 


RUSH New 1955 MONEY SAVING POWER CATALOG 
and FREE ‘“‘MOTO-MATIC TUNER’’. Enclosed is 25¢ 
to cover part of mailing cost, which will be credited 
to me on my first order. 









Address 





eee a tine Ne 


ENGINEERING CO. One of several mechanical prototypes developed from a ’53 Lincoln hardtop for te 
MILFORD 4T, PA, : P ° P : P ° 
ing chassis components of new Continental, which will have similar height and len 
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The 1955 President State V-8— one of a thrilling sais of 











es ‘& 


\ quo WONDER STUDEBAKER 
a 
SuIS THE LARGEST BUILDER OF 


ad 


it GM’ 
: Mie 


SPORTS CARS IN AMERICA 


HE LOW SILHOUETTE that made 
Studebaker the automobile style 
leader has won 30 outstanding awards. 
But now, pace-setting Studebaker has 
moved more commandingly out ahead. 
We picture here, one of the most excit- 
ing 1955 Studebaker sports models. 
Look at the low-swung lines of this 
unusual new hard-top! Look at the racy 
length of it! This is a car you want to 
drive on sight—and how it thrills you 
when you do! Underneath this Stude- 


Studebaker hard-tops that inc 


si te z 
ludes style-setting Commander V-8 and Champion 


baker’s hood is the brilliant new “Pass- 
master” V-8 engine—unsurpassed for 
spine-tingling getaway and take-com- 
mand go! 

Brand-new for °55 are Studebaker’s 
low-level competitive prices, too—assur- 
ing you the delights of sports car owner- 
ship without the customary big invest- 
ment. What’s more, a Studebaker is a 
sports car you can share with your fam- 
ily. It’s a full-bodied, fully-weather-pro- 
tected 5-passenger automobile. 


team-mates 








See Studebaker-Packard’s TV Reader's Digest — a weekly feature on ABC television network 


Sidobabor Davsion of the Stadebohu-Faekard Co portion... 
worlds 4 laugeit full-line praddaceof each aud beaobt 
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Harley Earl has held the future in his hands before, in the form of the first LaSalle. 





Now GM’s Vice President in Charge of Styling, he is the man behind the Eldorado 


T WASN’T ENTIRELY by accident 
that we chose the Cadillac Eldorado 
Brougham as the Motorama show car we 
would follow from conception to birth. 
We suspected that this one was not going 
to be just another dreamboat, ending up 
its short-lived usefulness at the last stop 
(Boston) on the Motorama circuit. Our 
hunch was a good one; we have every reason 
to think that the car is destined for limited 
production before the snows come again. 
General Motors builds products for 
everyone, ranging from purposeful Chevy 
business coupes to huge Euclid earth mov- 
ers. Since the there have been 2 
obvious gaps in this otherwise complete 
range of automotive merchandise. One was 
an austere economy car. This was actually 
designed and readied for post-war pro- 
duction, but GM’s vast and sensitive con- 
sumer research organization warned that 
prosperous America wouldn't be too in- 
terested in it. It was mot the car that ended 
up in Australia, produced (by GM) as the 
Holden, as so many people seem to think. 
A similar concept may still be revived (see 
page 21), but emphasis will be on /axury 
in a small package. The other gap, of 
course, is the 10-grand Cadillac, aimed at 
the man who can afford whatever he con- 
siders best in an automobile. 
This man previously had to satisfy him- 
self with a couple of ordinary Cadillacs (or 


war, 
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Lincolns, or Packards ). He was not neces- 
sarily enough of an enthusiast to put up 
with the service problems inherent in 
finicky 5-figure imports such as the Fer- 
rari or Pegaso. Neither was he particularly 
impressed by the stuffy appearance of a 
Rolls-Royce. Its purchase involved too 
much money to sink into perpetuating 
the past. He may not have known it, but 
his longings were being duly recorded by 
the same research organization that warned 
rightly against producing the austerity car. 

It was obvious that the GM car to tap 
this market had to be a Cadillac, but what 
kind of Cadillac? Styling VP Harley Earl 
spent 2 years and 2 Motoramas to find 
out. The Cadillac stand at 1953’s show 
featured the spectacular (and inappropri- 
ately named) “Le Mans” convertible. The 
crowds swarmed around it and generally 
approved, but those who could back up 
their approval with a check paid closer 
attention to a less showy car off in a cor- 
ner. This was the Cadillac “Orleans,” 
America’s first genuine 4-door hardtop. 
The new-for-its-time wrap-around wind- 
shield and pillarless roof were not exactly 
at home on the standard 1953 lower-body, 
but reaction to the car indicated that the 
majority of solid citizens wanted at least 
4 seats, 4 doors, and a metal roof. 

This was checked again at 1954’s Mo- 
torama. Here, the Cadillac stand featured 
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the El Camino coupe, the La Espada roa 
ster, and the Park Avenue sedan. signe 
crowds surrounded the 2 pseudo-spottitegra 
cars, but those who could afford to cove open 
inspected the Park Avenue closely. By tip m 
time the 1954 Motorama had played to i 

6 cities, the route, to Harley Earl, wH ¢h 
crystal clear. You can see that it had lit 4, 
to do with the forthcoming Continent 9 
Let’s let him tell what happened next ig / 
his own words, written exclusively for we 
Mr. Earl’s story is in italics, so you will Jo, 
know when we interrupt. 

“The Eldorado Brougham, as a sho 
car destined for possible production, wa 
created with the intent of capturing 
appeal of ihose who demand the fim 
product, whether it may be their ho 
clothing, jewelry, or their car—and § 
cifically things exclusively tailored 
their taste. 

“There was never any question, ® 
cept perhaps for esthetics involte 
about the nature and physical quali 
of this car. Our intentions are to provi 
our exclusive clientele with a comp 
personalized automobile, easy to opefs 
and employing our latest knowledge 0 
style and engineering. From the outst 
it was apparent that we must incorpotdl 
certain features known to be acceptabh 
to our customers by virtue of Motora 
experience and reception of our regul 


















re | 









production cars, such as pillarless body 
construction, panoramic windshield, 
pivoting front seats, and such landmarks 
as gull-type front bumper, ‘egg-crate’ 
grille, rear fender fins, and the projec- 
tile shapes on the rear fenders similar to 
the 1955 Eldorado convertible. 

“The first minutes of meetings con- 







cerning the Eldorado Brougham were 


were eliminated in favor of vertical ex- 
haust slots on the rear door. Aircraft- 
type airscoops were modelled on the 
upper front fender surfaces for the 
pressurized ventilating system. The 
model, at this point, was then moved 
under wraps to the Styling Section audi- 
torium and previewed by top manage- 
ment. The usual adjustments of major 


goods, and specially prepared materials 
were gathered for a final choice. Special 
paint was also being formulated. On 
November 6, the Cadillac Division de- 
livered the special chassis and under- 
body to our shop, and assembly of the 
body components began.” 

November 6th was exactly 74 working 


days away from Motorama time, Saturdays 









and Sundays included. Ever try to hand- 
build a new automobile of metal in a 
shade over 2 months? 

“All details during this period, such 
as insignia, instruments, trim mouldings, 
and general coachwork, were carefully 
scrutinized for richness of quality and 
jeweler finish. Samples of various sec- 
tions of the car were fabricated to make j 
certain of the final appearance—nothing 
was left to chance. 

“From the outset, contrary to the be- 


lines and surfaces were noted, and the 

model was returned to the Cadillac 

studio for further refinement.” 

We can’t help but comment on the 
“... lean, selfish look” of the car. Critics 
of past GM styling efforts should note that 
this is the first time Mr. Earl and his staff 
have had a chance to design for the con- 
noisseur. The result is more than just lean 
and selfish; it’s a GM masterpiece complete 
with quadruple exhaust system. But to 
continue .. . 


recorded on May 4, 1954, and included 
preliminary specifications of the pas- 
senger compartment. The 4-passenger 
seating arrangement was tentatively 
agreed upon as well as general seating 
dimensions. Shortly afterwards, the 
wheelbase and treads were pegged and 
st a ‘seating buck’ was fabricated with 
: seats, steering wheel, and foot controls 
| bi 
s 
illac’ 












layouts. At the same time, 1 gave approv- 
al to start immediately on a clay model.” 





Each GM Division has a separate styling 
studio operating under the overall direc- 
tion of Mr. Earl. The meeting referred to 
above constituted a go-ahead for Ed Glow- 
acke, who heads the Cadillac Studio, to 
create a finished automobile from the theme 


installed in accordance with our full size 


Donalgst by Mr. Earl. 





“The general upper structure design 
of the ‘Park Avenue’ was decided upon 
and then greatly improved by allowing 
the window frames to drop with the side 
glass and by eliminating entirely the 
side pillar. The brushed aluminum roof 
and the paint panel toward the rear were 
retained.” 

You will note that windows are 1- 


ida road piece without ventipanes. The car was de- 
lan. Tiisigned specifically for air-conditioning (in- 
do-spor tegral with heater). Even with windows 


tO COV@ open, curvature of windshield is designed 
y- By tio minimize wind blast. 


ved toi “By August 10, 1954, most major 
arl, wa changes had been made. The rear over- 
vad lit] §=hang was reduced several inches to gain 
nent §=compact proportions and improve han- 

next §@ dling and parking qualities. Rear tread 
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was reduced to effect the lean, selfish 
look of the car. Ventilator windows 














| As usual, 1955’s Motorama is creating hundreds of eager fu- 
ture customers for GM products, including the most desirable 


“Meanwhile, drawings were under 
way for the instrument panel and inte- 
rior, and mock-ups of all controls, in- 
Struments, ana compartments were in- 
stalled in the trim buck. It was decided 
that the space between the 2 front 
seats and 2 rear seats be utilized for 
map and vanity compartments. All con- 
trol locations were readjusted many 
times to provide the greatest accessibil- 
ity and legibility for the driver. The seat 
contours were altered -everal times and 
the cushion construction changed to 
provide maximum comfort for all seats. 
Because of the nature of this car, being 
4-passenger, each seat is larger than 
would normally be necessary and they 
create a feeling of extreme luxury. 

“The interior clay buck was started 
in late September, and under the direc- 
tion of the interior department, seat 
contours and trim design were modelled 
with information we gained from the 
seating buck. Interior renderings and 
layouts had been started, and leather 
and cloth distribution was determined. 
We contacted domestic and foreign 
manufacturers of fine fabrics and leather 


lief that many sketches and drawings 
are necessary, our target of accomplish- 
ment was well known, and except for a 
few instances, all that remained was 
proper execution of the program. 

"The car ‘in white’ was ready for 


paint on January 10, 1955, and shortly 
afterwards, assembly of trim and hard- 
ware was begun. To the designer, this 
stage is perhaps the most exhilarating; 
he sees the mating of gleaming, hand- 
finished parts, the glisten of freshly pol- 
ished paint, and the scent of new leath- 
er. There is an additional thrill to see 
the finished car being hoisted into post- 
tion in the van as the shipping deadline 
approaches, craftsmen still applying 
finishing touches.” 

Since Motorama was previewed in New 
York on January 19 and the Eldorado was 
getting its “finishing touches” in Detroit, 
2 days trucking time away, you can see 
that things were a little close. 

The car got to New York by the skin 
of its “egg-crate” grille, but not without 
incident. Those in charge of it shuddered 
as brawny, 300-pound stevedores with cal- 
luses like walnut shells pushed and 


The Eldorado is an evolutionary affair, with little to produce 
squeals or frowns of displeasure from Motorama crowds 
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Designer Ed Glowacke lurked about at 
all stages of production, affectionately 
touching his offspring from time to time 


























One of the most ticklish stages in the 
whole assignment: final contour changes 
must be made in clay model at this time 


This mass of scarred metal doesn’t look 
much like the public’s concept of a 
dream. But soon it was off to New York 








rt * ion - 
Mae _— “ 
Brougham and its cousins. 
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This is the not-so-serene journey to the East of the Eldorado 
Work had ended just before 


shoved on the high-metallic paint that had 
not had time to properly set. At 2 A.M. the 
morning of the show, the car fell off its 
jacks, tearing the front fender and goug- 
ing the rear bumper. Some pretty frantic 
panel beating ensued. 

Yet, when the invitational preview (a 
nice, private little party of 5100 people) 
started at 4 P.M. that day (January 19), 
the car was ready and revolving sedately 
on its turntable as though nothing had 
happened. We watched and listened as 
stylists from competitive companies (they 
were all invited) inspected the Eldorado 
for the first time. Again, it is interesting 
to note that while the uninitiated flocked 
around the more radical and obviously 
one-of-a-kind exhibits, the professionals 
spent most of their time at the Cadillac 
stand. Those who didn’t already know 
through the grapevine that the car might 
be produced had heard Harley Earl drop 
a strong hint to this effect on the Arthur 
Godfrey TV show the morning before. 

The thing that caused competition to 
do the biggest flip was, without doubt, 
the dual headlight installation. The prime 
purpose of using 2 5-inch lenses in 
each fender is to do away with the prismatic 
compromises involved in using a larger, 
single unit for 2 beams. On the Eldo- 
rado, the outer lights are for city driving 
and passing, while the inner units give a 
much better open-road beam. An Autronic 
Eye switches from one to the other as nec- 
essary. However, the legality of this set-up 
according to current and varying laws in 
all the 48 states is somewhat indefinite to 
say the least. Even though Cadillac could 
back out at the last minute and install 
single lenses without affecting the basic 
fender structure, we hope that they will 
forge ahead and bust the ridiculous “gen- 
tlemen’s agreement” (between car and 
lamp manufacturers and the states) that 
has hitherto delayed the normal pace of 
automotive lighting development. Anyway, 
this is what caused competitive stylists to 
flip: their own designs for 1956 and be- 
yond probably involved single headlights. 





Hasty snleading at Miami Motorama finds Eldorado sho 
no discernible sign of its hasty assembly, sundry mis 





If Cadillac goes ahead, watch for it to 
an industry pattern. 

Other features universally admired hm” 
the professionals were the way the } 
line on the rear door has been carti 
up to the drip moulding; the crisp, 4 
row A posts; and the subdued treatm 
of the traditional tailfins. Overall, they 
that here at last was a Cadillac that was 
ashamedly a motor car. Not universally 
mired were the rear doors opening i 
the windstream. However, few peo 
know that GM has developed adequ 
safety devices to overcome this objecti¢ 
Also, the “Chameleon Green” paint j 
which (like its little lizard namesaké 
spottily changed shades of green as the g 
revolved. It had the unfortunate effect 
looking like mismatched paint after a & 
pair job under artificial light. Those 
have seen it outside say it looks real f 

When the general public thronged int 
the Grand Ballroom of the Waldorf the 
next day, we eavesdropped again. We hate 
to admit it, but the question most often 
asked of the uniformed attendant was. 
“Where’s the gas tank?” People meant ¢ 
filler, of course, and it’s right where it 
ways is on a Cadillac—hidden in the t 
light. The usual mechanism is bolted tigi 
ly together on show cars nowadays, bec 
at the 1953 Motorama, people stole 
caps right and left and actually dump 
sand and cigarette butts into the fort 
nately empty tanks. Generally speakis 
public reaction (the public who appes 
as though they could pay for a car like @ 
Eldorado) was about the same as that 
the professional stylists the day before, 
could be summed up by one Homb 
haited gentleman who audibly remar 
to himself: “Gad, I'd like to own that.” 

We find ourselves inclined to agree ¥ 
him, without reservation. 




































ELDORADO STANDA 

BROUGHAM SERIES 6 
W heelbase: 124 inches 129 inch 
Width: Tho 80 
Length: 209.6 216.3 
Height: 54.4 62.1 















Cadillac’s 
Eldorado 
Brougham 


The completed car, unlike some of the other GM dream cars, 
is completely functional in every detail. Tail fins are charac- 
teristic Cadillac trademark. Dual headlights provide efficient 
road lighting. Outer lights are flat beam city lights; the inner 
ones are highly penetrating highway lights. Both sets are 
automatically controlled by Autronic Eye. Interior gives hint 
of evolution of Cadillac design, with controls recessed 
even more for greater safety. Radio speaker is below 
dash panel and tilted upward for better tone qualities 
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Evolution of the first production V8 en- Air outlets are located in rear doors GM’s hubcaps, as indicated by the one 
gine developed by Cadillac in 1914 is flush with body panel, which resembles  Cadillac’s Eldorado show car, will beco 
this compact, 270-horsepower powerplant traditional Cadillac styling treatment more highly stylized in future modek laSal 


1942 


Projectile-shaped rear fenders flow back into outer rear bumpers forming the “quad” exhaust system. Note back-up lighu}} 
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Trend-setting details influence future GM production. These may be th @ 


cars 
in 
your 
future 


Bringing back memories is GM’s LaSalle II. Tie-in with future Chevrolets 
comes from V6 engine under hood and styling somewhat akin to Biscayne 
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"§laSalle II roadster features a Harley Earl trademark: the fender line from 
1942 Olds. Car pinpoints GM interest in small but luxurious packages By Don MacDonald 


_’ 
G ENERAL MOTORS, the old maestro 
of the automotive end of show 
business, has capped its own climax 
with 1955’s version of Motorama. By 
the time you read this, it will have 
played New York and Miami; you'll just 
have missed it in Los Angeles, but 
there’s still time to catch it in 
San Francisco (March 26-April 3) and 
Boston (April 23-May 1). With just 
the right mixture of show girls and 
show cars, it’s a must on your calendar 


if you live in or near those cities. In 
case you don’t, why not take a 
guided tour with our camera? 


Details of LaSalle I indicate what 

may be in your future car. Note 
handgrips on steering wheel, large 
readable instruments, wide accelerator 
pedal. Narrow chrome strips on rear 
serve as bumper. Tail light and back-up 
light, tho distinctly separate, are 
mounted close together horizontally 
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Most orthodox of all dream cars, Olds- 
mobile’s Delta gives more than 

a hint of what GM’s ’56 “B” bodies 
will be like. Front end emphasis is 

on wide set vertical ovals for lights 
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Only 53 inches high, car has dropped belt line for look of fleetness. Horizontal 
bumper blade wraps around entire rear end of car, extends forward to front fender 


> -) ae 
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Below horizontal blade, dual exhaust stacks 
(serving as bumper guards) flank a 
i fold-down spare tire access door. Wrap- 
around horizontal tail lights accent rear 
end. Emblem serves as gas filler door 
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Pontiac’s Strato Star features new way of enclosing dual exhausts, also serves 
as protection. Rear end treatment gives feeling of enclosed undercarriage 


line outlining a concavity in 


front fender behind front wheel lends a sports car feeling, exposes suspension 

















Two machined silver streaks retain Pontiac identity, 
sweep over expansive, low hood, which is integral 
with wing-type fenders. Headroom problems solved 
a la Mercedes with roof section that opens with door. 
Dual crash roll on dash may be forerunner 

of what to expect next year from Pontiac 
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Chevrolet features its 4-door hardtop Biscayne at ’55 GM Motorama. Attractions 
at previous show were Corvette and Nomad, both of which have been put into pro- 
duction. Rear door is hinged at back; both doors lock into floor and to each other 
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Biscayne is only 52% inches high, 8 inches lower than standard ’55 Chevrolet; over- 
all length is 10 inches shorter. Frame is built around outside of passenger compart- 
ment rather than under it, allowing lower seats. Note sculptured side panel effect 








y? 
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Despite compactness, luggage space is comparable to production cars. Rear end 
body protection seems adequate, but concave design gives interesting appearance 
departure. A vertical chrome center strip protects large vertical parking lights 
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A 14-inch TV set, telephone, and tape recorder are features in chauffeur- future 
driven ’55 Cadillac 60 Special. There’s talk that Buick Wildcat III might 
go into production, but don’t bank on it. Note unusual air intake design 








Called a “toy” convertible, it seats 4 passengers, has a 280-horsepower V8 engine 
with 9 to 1 compression ratio and 4 carburetors. Car features sloping belt line, 
completely exposed rear wheels. All seats are bucket type. Wheelbase: 110 inches 


Pivoted front seats are a sure bet for early GM production, especially practical on 
4-door hardtops. Extended version of GM wrap-around appears on both Biscayne 
and the LaSalle. Bad distortion, clearly evident in photo, may determine practicality 
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The 1931 Marmon V-16 was crowning glory of outstanding 
line built from 1902 to 1933 by Nordyke & Marmon Co)" 


The all-aluminum V-16 Marmon engine developed 200 hp at 
3400 rpm, had 491 cubic inches and 6 to 1 compression 








The Marmon was easily capable of busting 100 mph on the highway. Its engine had “wet” cylinder liners made of steel tubing 
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Dietrid|forerunner of club coupe differed from other Marmon 16s in its more rounded, Auburn-like contours, speedster-like paint 


| IWhen older classic car enthusiasts talk of cars of me- 
thanical perfection, they'll inevitably recall this one 


f{_ ENTION A MARMON to a Mar- 
mon enthusiast and his eyes glisten, 
pulse beats faster and his blood (if he 
any) races madly through his veins. 
mediately he thinks of mechanical per- 
tion, outstanding design and, of course, 
b cylinders. It is true that the Marmon 
it with us today as a contemporary 
bduct. The few that remain are coveted 
Widovers from another era, yet each car 
ells a chapter in the fabulous history of 
and machine that culminated with 
16-cylinder masterpiece always asso- 
tiated with the name. 

tanding The Marmon story ends with the 16— 
but whoever heard of a story beginning 
with the end—especially a story where 
he end really started with the beginning. 

Onfusing? It really isn’t. 
To begin with, the marque is noted as 
Hach for the ability and integrity of the 
lan behind the car as for the car itself. 
Dward Marmon, an engineer’s engineer, 
lways built substantial cars into which 
We put his best efforts. He pioneered the 
of aluminum in bodies and engines 
d developed automotive engineering to 
sith a high degree that the Society of 
ltomotive Engineers awarded him a spe- 

commendation. 

Most manufacturers of early-day auto- 
Pebiles started in business around the 
itn of the century. A few remain in busi- 
&s today, but the majority have entered 
id dropped from the field in the short 
| a of 50-odd years. The company that 
built Marmons was in existence when an 
lomobile was merely a dream and far 
tom a reality. It was formed in 1851 (at 
time when the United States of America 
tre far from united) as a machine shop. 


Howard Marmon was born in 1876 and 
his father practically reared him in the 
factory. He obtained a well-rounded prac- 
tical knowledge of machinery and, as a 
natural born engineer, he constantly im- 
proved machines and devised better meth- 
ods for making machinery. In his early 
20s he read extensively of the efforts of 
Gottlieb Daimler, Otto, and other early 
inventors interested in internal combus- 
tion engines and decided that as an 
experiment he, too, would build an auto- 
mobile. His experimental car was so 
successful that, with minor changes, it was 
built as a production unit. 

Marmon’s first car was started in 1898 
—completed in 1901—and driven for the 
first time under its own power in 1902. 
The company announced publicly in 1903 
that it would enter into the manufacture 
of commercial vehicles (6 were sold that 
year) and the Automobile Manufacturers 
Association lists the car as a new model in 
1903. It was not actually produced as a 
production model, however, until 1904. 
As primitive as early cars were, Marmon 
was just as interested in building a pro- 
totype that would ride well as he was in- 
terested in having a car that would go at 
all. He therefore designed what can be 
best called a double 3-point suspension 
system. The body was mounted on one 
frame, the engine on another frame, and 
the 2 frames were connected to each other 
at 3 pivotal points. Early Marmon ads 
boasted of this arrangement in addi- 
tion to the fact that the company was 
formed in 1851. Ads published in 1905 
read as follows: 

“Luxurious cast aluminum body on 

one frame, entire powerplant on an- 


by Robert J. Gottlieb 


other frame, each frame operating 

independently of the other, each be- 

ing suspended on 3 pivotal points. 

No matter which wheels are raised, 

no matter which frame is tilted, the 

powerplant, straight and rigid driv- 
ing shaft and rear axle are always in 
perfect alignment, free from twist- 
ing and binding strains. This means 
perfect power transmission and less 
wear on all parts, tires included. 

Unique and perfect lubrication.” 

In actual operation, one frame would 
follow the contour of the road while the 
other would remain level. The idea was 
excellent and worked satisfactorily on 
primitive cars which traveled at low 
speeds. In fact, it was so satisfactory that 
the idea was continued on production cars 
built through 1908. But, by 1908 cars 
were capable of higher speeds and at 
such speeds the double-point suspension 
system caused them to handle like a lo- 
comotive on a quarter-mile dirt track. 

Commencing with the Ist car and 
throughout the entire span of automotive 
production the company concentrated on 
the use of aluminum to eliminate weight. 
From the start the bodies were of alumi- 
num and from and after 1916 the engines 
were aluminum. 

The first production model based on the 
experimental car was called Model B. 
Aside from the dual-frame suspension sys- 
tem it was similar to other early auto- 
mobiles. It had 4 cylinders (the first cars 
had 2 cylinders) and a 90-inch wheel- 
base. The engine was of interest because 
it was a V4 and had full pressure lubri- 
cation, although it was not the first V4 
in the field. By 1906 the Model B ac- 
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Dependability and performance of stock Marmons benefited from the company’s 
all-out support of racing. Cars like this resulted in superbly roadable big 75s, V-16s 


quired certain improvements in addition 
to a healthy $2500 price. It featured a 
double side entrance, a planetary trans- 
mission, automatic forced lubrication 
through a hollow crankshaft and 32 x 4- 
inch clinchers. The 4-cylinder, 4 x 4, 20- 
horsepower air-cooled engine was retained 
and overall weight was slightly more than 
2000 pounds. 

By 1907 numerous models were man- 
ufactured. They were automobiles de- 
signed to attract purchasers in the medi- 
um- and high-priced brackets. The cheaper 
car ($2500) known as the C-7, developed 
24 horsepower and was designed for 4 
passengers; the medium-price car known 
as Model F (5 passengers—$3000 ) devel- 
oped 35 horsepower and the prestige car, 
an air-cooled V8, developed 60 horsepow- 
er. The V8 was designed to sell at $5000, 
but $5000 was much too much money in 
1907. It is rumored that there were no 
orders for the ¢ar and it was never man- 
ufactured commercially. Nevertheless, the 
achievement of a V8 in 1907 stands un- 
surpassed in automotive history. Actual 
work on the V8 commenced in 1905! 


Though he was a wonderful engineer 
and designer, Howard Marmon made his 
first mistake in 1907. Though the cheap- 
er cars sold in sufficient numbers to show 
a profit, he decided, with full knowledge 
that the $5000 V8 died at birth, to con- 
centrate on prestige cars and to discon- 
tinue the lower-priced models. 

By 1908 the company had built a 4- 
cylinder luxury car featuring speed, light 
weight, simplicity and dependability. The 
biggest change was a switch from air- to 
water-cooled engines. At a time when 
other cars could be purchased new for 
$500 Marmon asked $2400 for his cheap- 
est. The cars sold, but they didn’t sell 
well and like other contemporary manu- 
facturers the race tracks of the country 
were looked to for prestige. Modified fac- 
tory Marmons were extremely success- 
ful and the highest possible prestige was 
obtained in 1911 when Ray Harroun won 
the first 500-mile Indianapolis race in a 
6-cylinder Marmon in 6 hours, 42 min- 
utes and 8 seconds. The race job was 
called the Wasp because of its unusual 
tail design. It introduced to the American 


motoring public the first use of a reg 
view mirror. 

The Harroun racer was based on q 
Marmon Model 32 (tho the production 
32 only had 4 cylinders) which was 
eventually replaced by the Model 34, an 
expensive car, well-designed, but again 
priced in the luxury class. 

The 1916 Model 34 had 6 cylinders, 
developed 74 horsepower, was mounted on 
a 136-inch wheelbase, weighed 3530 
pounds, and sold for $2700. Tho other 
manufacturers were featuring 8s and even 
a 12 (Packard), Marmon stayed with the 
6-cylinder engine. By 1925 the factory 


advertised 10 different cars; here are 
sample prices: 
NE Tea eect ck” $3295 
Oe ees $3450 
PE $3900 
Sedan limousine (7 passengers ) 
$3975 


From 1916 until 1930 Marmon automo- 
biles were dull and uninteresting from a 
classic standpoint. The Model 34, first 
introduced in 1916, was the basis for many 
model changes and finally became the 
Model 75 in 1927. The most that can be 
said for the cars is that over 12,000 were 
sold. They performed well due to their 
light weight and they were average in ap- 
pearance. It is hard to understand how 
12,000 were sold because the 34 model 
was competing with prestige automobiles 
and most manufacturers of luxury cars of 
this period used 8-cylinder engines. Be- 
cause all the 6-cylinder models were 0 
similar, a description of one is sufficient. 
The Model 75 was an overhead valve 6- 
cylinder engine that developed 84 hp # 
2700 rpm. The body was mounted on 4 
136-inch wheelbase (considered faitly 
large) and weight was 4250 pounds. If an 
8-cylinder car had been manufactured dur- 
ing this period the financial structure 0j 
the company would have undoubtedly 
been much stronger. It might have been 
able to weather the impending financia 
storm brought on by the Depression. 

In 1927 Marmon got on the 8-cylindeq 
bandwagon and produced its first 8-cylin 
der car. In 1928 the 6 was discontinued 
and a frantic attempt was made to a 

















The revolutionary V-12 had this odd slipper-type front suspension. Frame’s 81-inch tubular But ef 
led to 4 rear transverse springs to prevent roll, give more fender clearance, a wide seat for 
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quire dollars by building cars designed 
to sell in the medium- and low-priced 
fields. In 1929 the 8-cylinder cars ranged 
in price from $995 to $3995, cheapest of 
which was called the Roosevelt. It was 
strictly a low-price car bearing little re- 
semblance to the larger models. It utilized 
what might be termed a standard L-head, 
long-stroke engine, and while they didn’t 
sell well, the company was not losing 
money on them. Numerous models were 
built, but even the luxury cars were un- 
spectacular and have little appeal to the 
dassic car collector today. 

Marmon was never happy with the 8- 
glinder models. Even before production 
started he dreamed of building a 16-cylin- 
der engine. Records show that his engi- 
neering department was hard at work on 





a 16-cylinder engine as early as 1926. This typical V-16 close-coupled sedan with fabric roof set new records at Indianapo- 
Marmon knew of the impending horse- lis. Tireless all-aluminum engine loafed at 3400 rpm even when putting out 200 hp 


power race involving all luxury car man- 
ufacturers and he also knew that Cadil- were styled by Walter Dorwin Teague and 
lac would beat him to the market with its built by Le Baron. Of the total, about 
V-16. He decided that if he couldn’t be 100 had custom or semi-custom bodies. 
first he would be best and would produce These command the highest prices in the 
an engine developing more horsepower classic car field. Mounted on a 145-inch 
than the engines of his competitors. The wheelbase, the heavy cars were extremely 
horsepower race of the early Thirties (for smooth in operation, fast in acceleration, 
production models) was won by Marmon and good for 105 miles per hour. Inherent 
with 200. Cadillac and Pierce-Arrow beauty was assured thru simplicity of de- 
stopped at 185, Packard attained 175, Au- sign to such a degree that the cars are 
burn 160, and Lincoln 150 horsepower. prime examples of functional beauty to- 
The Marmon was surpassed only by the day. It may be surprising, but the basic 
265 horsepower developed by the Duesen- simplicity hindered sales in the early 
berg brothers but by no stretch of the Thirties. Prospective purchasers wanted 
imagination can the Duesenberg be called an even longer hood and longer sweeping 
a production car. fenders. Had the car been: more spectacu- 
Marmon’s V-16 only lasted for 3 years lar and less simple in appearance, it 
(1931, 1932, and 1933; production ceased might be in existence today. Luxury car 
in’32) but it left a lasting impression on purchasers of the early Thirties wanted 
the automotive world, so much so that it more proof of their. financial status than 
isone of the most admired classics in ex- a V-16 marking on the body. 
istence. While it is universally known for Another drawback was sales price. Mar- 
is powerplant, the running gear and mon consistently charged more for the 
bodies were constructed of the finest ma- car than Pierce-Arrow and Packard charged 
terials and with great craftsmanship. Even for the 12s. Yet, the Marmon was slightly 
small details were so perfectly executed cheaper than the Cadillac V-16. Marmon 
that the car is up near the top among all prices varied with the changing economic 
cats built in America in construction. conditions during the years of manufac- 
There were 850 16-cylinder cars built, ture. In 1931 the convertible coupe sold 
yet it is estimated that only 60 are in ex- for $5300; this price jumped to $5850 in 
istence today. The great bulk of the bodies 1932. By 1933 the price was $4975. 
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ee a But the V-12 was never to see the salesroom. The aluminum-bodied car, whose en- 
fine was a V-16 sawed in two. showed up only as this luxury 2-door sedan prototype 


The 16-cylinder engine developed 200 
horsepower at 3400 rpm. It had overhead 
valves and a 6 to 1 compression ratio, 
highest in the industry at the time. It 
displaced 491 cubic inches and was built 
in a 45-degree V. Total weight was 930 
pounds and outside appearance was a mas- 
terpiece in aluminum. The overhead 
valves had valve seat inserts of aluminum 
and bronze, and air-cooled guides. The wet 
cylinder liners were sealed effectively to 
the aluminum block with rubber liners. 
This brought the designer an award for 
engineering achievement from the Society 
of Automotive Engineers. 

In 1931 the Marmon V-16 established 
numerous speed records, one of which was 
the spectacular Indianapolis run of 1834 
miles in 24 hours. That record stood un- 
til the end of 1953 when a ’54 Chrysler 
finally broke it. 

Howard Marmon saw the handwriting 
on the wall as early as 1930. When sales 
were disappointing in 1931 he knew that 
another model featuring different charac- 
teristics would have to be marketed if 
the marque was to remain in existence. 
It is easy to stand in judgment todav and 
say that Marmon should have built an 
economical 4- or 6-cylinder automobile. 
In any event he decided on a V-12 for 
the simple reason that V-12s were out- 
selling his own V-16 and the V-16 built 
by Cadillac. He went back to the draw- 
ing boards and with the assistance of his 
staff developed an automobile that even 
at this date could be called revolutionary. 
Only one car was ever built but it, too, 
stands as a monument to the engineering 
genius of its creator. 

The corporation did not have sufficient 
funds with which to build the prototype 
of the proposed new line. Marmon drew 
funds from his personal account to finance 
construction. Even so it was necessary to 
cut corners wherever possible. With insuf 
ficient funds to build the new engine, a 
V-16 engine was used, cut in two, the 
middle 4 cylinders eliminated, and the 2 
6-cylinder (Continued on page 50) 
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HE EVOLUTIONARY MERCURY. 
If you remember MT’s road test re- 





’ “ re >> 
Rear shock absorbers are mounted at 
more horizontal angle. This coupled with 
3-inch wider tread affords smooth ride 





these words will ring a bell. Performance 
figures may have been a disappointment 
to some of our readers considering that 
last year was the introduction of the much 
publicized overhead-valve V8 engine. This 
change in engine design was comparable 
to the stubby appendages of nature which 
will later become legs, for performance 
and handling are the outstanding qualities 
of the 55 Mercury. 





Test car: Custom series 4-door sedan 
equipped with Mercomatic transmission 
and 188-hp engine, without being loaded 
with optional power equipment. Dual ex- 
hausts were installed on our test car by the 
factory, but not the high compression 
head; usually duals are installed only on 
the 198-hp engine. 


Engine: Design is basically same as short- 
stroke '54 engine, with mechanical valve 
gear, but with additional 36 cubic inches 
displacement (292 total). Torque upped 


Ball-joint front saspension replaces king- 


permits better cornering (274 at 


26 foot-pounds 2500 rpm). 


pin setup, 
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You'll search a long time befo 
you find a better-handli;, 





port of the "54 Mercury (May ’54 MT), 


car than this o; 





Roadability of the Mercury is excellent, 
Ball-joint front suspension and reposi- 
tioned rear shocks make big difference 


by Fred Bodley 


Compression ratio increased to 7.6 to 
Engine with new vibration damper and@ 
designed oil bath air cleaner with 
restriction, runs considerably quietet @ 
all speeds than in "54. * 


ne 





Other options: If you want still mom 
power, you may buy the power package 
($43) for Custom and Mercury sefi 
or select a car in the Montclair seri 
which has more powerful engine (1 
hp, 286 foot-pounds torque) as stand 
equipment. Compression ratio on the & 
gine upped to 8.5 to 1. Both equippé 
with new 4-barrel carburetor; dual 
hausts on 198-hp version. You can 
tain overdrive or add all the usual po 
equipment now found on today’s cars, | 
cluding power steering, power brakes,’ 
way power seat, power windows, and 
conditioning. How all this extra equi 
ment affects performance will be subj 
of a “Driving Around” report of a 
cury so equipped (sans air conditioning 
in future issue of MT. 


What the car is like to drive: Entry 
exit easy, with driver comfortable fj 


2 


Nwell-padded foam rubber seats. Steering 
wheel position, tho higher than some 
competitive makes, does have advantage 
that column does not restrict leg move- 
ment. Instruments, mounted high on dash 
Min fan-shaped cluster, rate as most easily 
Tread of any ’55 car by MT Research staff. 
You can take one glance at clearly marked, 
medium-green numerals, unobstructed by 
horn ring or anything else, and tell if 
pointers on generator, fuel, oil, and tem- 
perature gauges are in normal operating 
Mpositions, a good safety factor with today’s 
Mrafic conditions demanding constant at- 
tention to road ahead. Along with almost 
mall other makes, Mercury has adopted new 
Nwrap-around windshield this year, with 
usual increase in forward vision. Needed, 
tho, is windshield wiper with wider sweep 
























otos by Tom Medley 






to eliminate uncleared areas in rainstorms. 
Both front fenders easily seen. Deletion 
of dummy airscoop at front of hood gives 
-ellent,| lose-down-in-front visibility. Rear vision 
repos-| good thru large wrap-around rear win- 
dow; good, narrow window posts. Rising 
slightly in seat aids driver in seeing right 
rear fender, helps in parking. Distortion 
minimum thru both windshield and curved 


ference 
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ligh-mounted steering column allows free leg movement. 
"| !an-shaped panel clusters instruments into easy-to-read group 


peed 


New Turbo Action plug (right), with 
greater clearance between insulator and 
shell at firing end, gives wide heat range 


rear window. Heat and vent controls con- 
venient to driver on either side of steer- 
ing column, lighted adequately for night 
operation. They’re simple, easily set. Both 
heating and cooling volume ample. Glove 
compartment, on small side, is too far 
right, not handy for driver. 


Ease of handling: Our Mercury was one 
of few cars tested so far this year equipped 
only with manual steering and standard 
brakes; frankly, they felt good to all of our 
drivers—like old times, said one—so on 
Mercury you might think of saving your- 
self some money by ordering car without 
the extra equipment. 


Acceleration: Increased displacement with 
healthy horsepower and torque rise, com- 





























i> 
im 
High turbulence “open wedge” shaped 
combustion chambers allow efficient 
valve cooling, reduce fuel octane needs 


















Mercury glove compartment is on small- 
ish side and is located to the far right. 
making it difficult for driver to reach 


Front doors have handy 2-position stops (at 50 and 75 degree 
angles), remain open well at both p i 





itions fo 
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‘55 MERCURY oninve. 


Mercury has large 2-piece bumper. As is shown in the above 
photo, it should afford ample protection in case of collision 


bined with kickdown feature for engag- 
ing low gear when needed for fast stand- 
ing start acceleration, has proved to be 
potent combination in '55 Mercury. New 
hydraulic control system, together with 
improved clutch and band engagement, 
provides better automatic shift feel in 
DRIVE range, smoother upshifts and down- 
shifts between DRIVE and LOW range, and 
better kickdown feel at speeds above 45 
mph. Kickdown into intermediate at any 
speed under 65 mph, or into LOW un- 
der 25 mph, is fast and smooth. There’s 
no lurch; engagement is smooth and shift 
is right now with no accompanying out- 
burst of noise from the engine (over-rev- 
ving, or slippage). Smoothness of accel- 
eration is deceiving. Altho forward surge 
is there when throttle is opened, we were 
surprised to find that figures put Mer- 
cury into “hot car” class. For instance, 0 
to 60 averagéd 11.4 seconds, chopping 
3.4 seconds off last year’s Mercury; 50 
to 80 tests resulted in 13.8 seconds, 5.7 
seconds better than last year. Another big 





REAR WHEEL HORSEPOWER 


(Determined on Clayton chassis dynamom- 
eter. All tests are made under full load, 
which is similar to climbing a hill at full 
throttle. Observed hp figures not corrected 
te dard at ic conditions.) 





56 road hp 1700 rpm and 27 mph 
70 road hp 2000 rpm and 43 mph 
95 road hp 2500 rpm and 64 mph 


Max. 100 road hp @ 3100 rpm and 82 mph 


TOP SPEED 

(In miles per hour over surveyed 1/4-mile.) 
Fastest 1-way run 107.9 
Slowest 1-way run 103.8 
Average of 4 runs 105.3 
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surprise was top speed—105.3 as against 
97.7 for "54 Mercury—7.6 mph increase. 


Braking: Test results indicated that 1m- 
provements (more braking area on drums, 
and better operation) were not in vain. 
From steady 30 and 45 mph car stopped 6 
feet sooner; from 60 it stopped 14 feet bet- 
ter. All were straight-line, controlled stops. 
Mechanical leverage ratio of. power brakes 
(not on test car) has been revised, which 
improves operation when power is oft, 
allowing you to stop Mercury quickly 
without excessive foot pressure. 
Roadability: Mercury has proven _ball- 
joint suspension system; gives driver un- 
excelled roadability at high speeds and 
on curves. Rear shocks are nearer hori- 
zontal to reduce tramp and shake. Body 
lean is apparent only on sharpest curves. 
Straightaway driving is untiring. with 
practically no wheel correction necessary. 
Understeer characteristics give car drift- 
ing qualities around fast turns instead of 


TEST CAR AT A GLANCE 


‘55 Mercury with Mercomatic 


(General specifications on page 44) 


ACCELERATION 
(In seconds, checked with 5th wheel and elec- 
tric speedometer. 
Standing start /4-mile (78.0 mph) 18.0 
-30 mph 4.2 
0-60 mph 11.4 
10-30 mph 3.3 
30-50 mph 5.3 
50-80 mph 13.8 


SPEEDOMETER ERROR 

(Checked with 5th wheel and electric speed- 
ometer.) 

Car speedometer read 32 @ true 30 mph 
49 @ true 45 mph 
65 @ true 60 mph 
81 @ true 75 mph 
114 @ top speed 


188-horsepower V8 rests in a roomy compartment. Most com- 
ponents are accessible, but plugs are under exhaust manifold 





rear end breaking loose. Streetcar tracks 
don’t have tendency to whip car aside. 
In relation to cars tested so far this year 
in Mercury's price class, every MT Re- 
search driver agreed on excellent roada- 
bility qualities of Mercury. 


Ride: Definitely softer this year (firm on 
54 models). Its level, well-controlled 
ride—no diving or excessive rear-end te- 
bound on dips—gives driver confidence, 
definitely lessens fatigue on long trips. 


What the car is like to live with: Riding 
in either front or back seat of Mercury, be- 
cause of its firm suspension, does not 
give passengers a floating sensation; no 
discomfort is apparent either, even travel- 
ling at high speeds over severe dips. Quot- 
ing our reaf-seat passengers, comfort i 
near tops, with plenty of room for heads, 
shoulders, legs—both front and back. Tho 
not on the luxury side, Custom serie 
interior is pleasing, durable. Montefey 
and Montclair (Continued on page 44) 
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FUEL CONSUMPTION 
(In miles per gallon; checked with fuel flow 
meter, 5th wheel, and electric speedometer. 
Mobilgas Regular used.) 

Steady 30 mph 2 


Steady 45 mph 19. 
Steady 60 mph r 
Steady 75 mph & 
Stop-and-go driving 
over measured course ! 
Tank average for 1090 miles 147 









STOPPING DISTANCE 


(To the nearest foot; checked with electrice 
actuated detonator.) 





Corner 
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MOVIE REVIEW 


HE ROAD RACING SEASON will 

soon be here and, if you would like to 
get an idea of how it feels to be behind 
the wheel of a race car without actually 
risking your neck, take yourself (and your 
best girl) to see The Racers. It’s a 20th 
Century-Fox CinemaScope movie with all 
the spectacular flash of a fast-moving race 
car, and you'll see plenty of those on the 
famous European race circuits. 

Kirk Douglas does the driving, and the 
wooing of a Latin-type beauty by the 
name of Bella Darvi. The picture starts 
with the Monte Carlo Grand Prix and a 
spectacular crash involving a French poo- 
dle, owned by the luscious Darvi. Un- 
scathed but depleted of his total worldly 
goods, his car a wreck, his spirits low, 
Gino (Kirk Douglas) gets off to a new 
start with a  factory-sponsored team. 
You're taken to some of the most beauti- 
ful spots in Europe, especially beautified 
in scenic color by De Luxe, and you see 
some of the most frantic road racing ever 
filmed. The Monte Carlo Grand Prix, 
Nurburgring, the GP of Belgium, Monza, 
and GP of France are the race circuits 
you visit. Incidentally, the picture is close 
to the original novel by Hans Ruesch, 
which we can also highly recommend for 
that feeling of being there. 


Photographing race cars at high speed was solved by mount- 


Of all the race scenes, the backdrop of famed Monte Carlo is perhaps most colorful 


“The RACER” 


To get truly realistic shots, the cameramen risked their necks 


ing cameras on both front and rear of a fast-moving Jaguar on temporary stands such as this. The results: frantic 


Corners of a road race course are always popular with specta- 
tors. Here a remotely controlled camera records it for you 








Realism in movie making is sometimes difficult, but with a 
camera on a station wagon one memorable scene was shot 


MOTOR TREND/APRIL 1955 33 

















4 aid 
MT RESEARCH road test 


OU WON’T ALWAYS find exciting 

phraseology and impressive perform- 
ance in MT’s road test reports, but you 
will find something that does come up 
with striking consistency in the write-ups 
on the DeSotos—improvement of details 
from year to year in nearly every respect. 
It's a car that has yet to swap a time- 
honored reputation earned as a subdued- 
but-willing family car for the glamour of 
new car sales appeal. 


Test car: A 4-door sedan, 200-hp Fireflite 
series. PowerFlite transmission, power 
steering, and power brakes, automatic seat 
adjustment, and power window lifts. 


Engine: Upped 30 hp from last year, ohv 
V8 retains original Chrysler hemispherical 
combustion chambers but now mounts 4- 
barrel carburetor. Displacement greater by 
14.9 inches (now 291 cubic inches), 
torque now 274 foot-pounds. Intake and 
exhaust valves are larger than in °54, 
valves lift higher. 


Other options: You name it, the DeSoto 
dealer has the optional equipment. Alter- 
nate basic car is less powerful (185 hp), 
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less deluxe, less expensive, but wholly 
satisfactory FireDome DeSoto. It uses the 
lower-ratio gearing of ‘54 DeSoto 6 with 
all transmissions: its PowerFlite axle is 
3.73, should give no better economy, fair 
performance at low speeds, not equal to 
Fireflite at any speed. Synchromesh, with 
or without overdrive, available in either. 


What the car is like to drive: It's com- 
parable to the ‘55 Dodge (see road test 
in March MT), which means real easy. 
Good-sized wheel, comfortable driver po- 
sition, plenty of vision fore and aft. New 
double cowl design is real sporty, has a 
great future. Clock should be first to go 
with modifications; purists will term it un- 
safe, most call it awkward. DeSoto has 
had better setups for quick-glance instru- 
ment legibility than golden numerals that 
blend with background. 

PowerFlite panel control lever has been 
worked over in early reports from De- 
troit on all Chrysler Corp. products, and 
in our Plymouth and Dodge road tests. 
But here’s something new: We didn’t like 
the way DeSoto’s lever aimed its tapered 
plastic tip at passengers, and questioned 
Chrysler Engineering about it. We found 


We expected its near-comple 
ease of driving, but not | 


new sure-footed fe 
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DeSoto pulls down under maximum def 
celeration, keeps bumper well above the 
road surface. Stopped straight, fade-free 


by Jim Lodge 
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Easy-to-release safety catch is under aif] Grilie 
scoop slot; hood is light but well braced} hides 








lever is made of SAE 1010 steel, 
pf grade that bends easily. About 10 
nds force will snap lever off flush with 
slightly below surface of panel. As dou- 
precaution, lever is dog-legged, or 
nt, so it'll bend or break just right! 
' With that cleared up, on to driving. 
e pedal is fairly high (for leverage), 
ple ut more vital, it’s usable for left or right 
foot braking. Nothing new about accelera- 
fo} MME tor except Car's response to it. 


1 fe 







of handling: Smooth, quiet, no 
otk involved. Don’t worry about get- 
fing used to the DeSoto. No-muscle steer- 
ing eases car out of streetcar tracks, out 
ruts or soft shoulders with hardly a 
ovement in the wheel. Car is big and 
heavy; try wheeling into a tight, hard 
qurn—then recover with or without throt- 





tos by Lodge and Moore. 





tle action. No matter how, it’s easy. May- 
be you misjudged car or parking place. 
If you got halfway in- and have to work 
out again, you won’t need a shower. 


ym def Acceleration: Take-off was smooth and 
we the casy, but it carried some authority. Com- 
le-freel parative analysis: ‘54 car 0-60 in 17.9, 
standing quarter-mile in 21.3; "55 test 
car 0-60 in 12.8, the quarter in 19.2 sec- 
onds. Using LOW in the 0-60 runs won't 
get you there any quicker; DRIVE does 








r ait Grilie remains customizers’ gold mine (they like the “teeth” ), 
aceli hides hood latch. Chrome is lavish per sales demands 








the same all by itself, shifting out of Low 
just at 60. In a longer run, LOW does the 
most if held in up to about 65-68 mph. 

We don’t know anyone who buys his 
family car for top speed; but if you’re 
interested in the DeSoto from age-old- 
argument standpoint, it averages 103. 
Down where power counts, acceleration 
is good. This year’s DeSoto cut about 
5 seconds off its former 50-80 time. Low 
speed acceleration is boosted by Power- 
Flite design change. Smaller diameter 
torque converter allows higher engine 
speeds for more getaway power. 


Braking: Straight-line pull-down, little 
fade. Brake checks a no-fuss, no-muss 
proposition inciting one comment: Has 
least amount of nose-dive among Chrysler- 
built cars (said prior to the Chrysler New 
Yorker road test). Credit newly positioned 
shock absorbers, decent weight distribu- 
tion. Stopping power for 55 better across 
the board, big improvement at 60 mph. 


Roadability: Consider riding quality here: 
with this in mind, roadability rates genu- 
inely good. Sticks in curves with confidence 
(on behalf of both driver and car); heel- 
over is there, not sloppy. Front end in- 
clined to wash out when things get fast 
and rough; never reached the critical point 
in our 50-65 mph constant-curve tests. 
At these speeds comes a tire-moaning 
drift with rear end right in line with 
front. Don’t look for needle-sharp preci- 
sion in car controls. Do look for DeSoto’s 
help in keeping you out of trouble. 
Behind tales of roadability lie these 
facts: As in Plymouth and Dodge setups, 
Oriflow shocks have much freedom, now 
contribute more to suspension in ride and 
directional stability. Along with Chrysler 





and Imperial, DeSoto has nearly 4 inches 
wider front tread. Redesigned, well-braced 
frame puts rear springs more than 5 inches 
farther apart than in '54. 

No wander coming out of dips, little or 
no rebound. Snakes across washboard 
roads like it had eyes. Some body move- 
ment, but at worst, it’s transmitted thru 
wheels to vibration in driver’s hands, Take 
your hands off the wheel (with a last 
twist for good measure) and the DeSoto 
explores its way back to straight and nar- 
row without heading for the nearest ditch. 


Ride: Definitely in style, definitely top 
feature in °55 Fireflite. Excellent com- 
promise in a car noted for upholding pil- 
lowy ride of the Chrysler line. Sidesway 
not too noticeable—even to Lonesome 
George riding in the rear seat by himself. 
He'll sit fairly steady, won't slide too 
much on turns, won't pitch to the ceiling 
in a highway hole, won’t get that rising- 
elevator sensation in a shallow dip. Long- 
liked DeSoto seats add firmness as well 
as long-trip comfort. Floor-to-seat, seat-to- 
seatback setup means 50-75 miles more 
before a rest stop. 


What the car is like to live with: Like 
good-quality materials, a touch of glitter, 
plenty of living-room comfort? It’s here. 
Things that'll impress you: Plenty of 
room to move around; wide-opening doors 
for easy entry and exit; nylon loop pile 
floor mats (sponge-rubber backed ), quiet, 
soft; nylon and vinyl upholstery and 
trim, colorful, durable, up-to-date; bright 
map-reading or courtesy lights up under 
each panel cowl; larger glove compart- 
ment this year. Livability isn’t limited to 
passenger compartment; trunk space is 
family-size, finish, loading ease average. 


And here’s the crux of the sequence: A flat hood without 
head-denting overhang makes it easy to work on Fireflite V8 
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Panel-mounted shift lever is contacted about where column 
shift would be touched. See text for unusual shift lever detail 


‘55 DESOTO FIREFLITE 


continued 


Economy and ease of maintenance: Do- 
it-yourself fans can cut costs; engine 
components and accessories fairly acces- 
sible, there for all to see or dismantle. 
Valve train ready for service; carburetion, 
ignition, other components little differ- 
ent from other ohv V8s in accessibility. 
Sparkplugs hard to remove. 

If MT’s test car indicates what you'll 
be getting, you'll be happy with general 
detailing inside and out. Good paint job, 
normal tattoo of file marks barely discerni- 
ble on door posts, quarter panels. Good 
fit to upholstery, trim; not-so-good fit 
where windshield molding meets instru- 
ment panel. But no squeaks or rattles. 
Here’s a tip: The DeSoto held up un- 
usually and remarkably well under some 
of the roughest tryouts we've given any 
car OM our test courses. 


REAR WHEEL HORSEPOWER 
(Determined on Clayton chassis dynamometer. 
All tests are made under full load, which is 
similar to climbing a hill at full throttle. Ob- 
served hp figures not corrected to standard 
atmospheric conditions.) 
59 road hp @ 1700 rpm and 23 mph 
72 road hp 2000 rpm and 38 mph 
88 road hp @ 2500 rpm and 58 mph 
Max. 105 road hp @ 3025 rpm and 72 mph 


TOP SPEED 

(In miles per hour over surveyed '/-mile.) 
Fastest I-way run 106.0 
Slowest 1-way run 101.1 
Average of 4 runs 103.2 
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Fuel economy: Don’t look for economy 
in your weekly tank mileage; instead, 
you'll probably find it in the year-end 
tally of maintenance costs. Steady-speed 
fuel economy off slightly this year. Tank 
average lower, primarily because the 2 
vacuum-actuated barrels on the carburetor 
give more pep (you're inclined to lead- 
foot a livelier car), take extra gas in the 
process. (Except for mentioned change in 
PowerFlite, drive train is like "54s, with 
3.54 rear axle ratio.) But by using reg- 
ular grade gas (we used Mobilgas Regular 
in all the tests) as recommended by the 
manufacturer, you can apply the pennies 
to vacation costs or sundry costs peculiar 
to Mr. Average Motorist. 


GENERAL SPECIFICATIONS 


ENGINE: Ohv V8. Bore 3.27 in. Stroke 3.344 in. 
Stroke bore ratio 0.899:1. Comoressior -+'~ 7.5 to 
1. Displacement 291 cu. in. Advertised bhp 200 © 
4400 rpm. Bhp per cu. in. 0.687. Piston :ravel @ 


TEST CAR AT A GLANCE 


‘55 DeSoto Fireflite with PowerFlite 


ACCELERATION 
(In seconds, checked with 5th wheel and elec- 
tric speedometer.) 
Standing start 4-mile (76 mph) 19.2 
0-30 mph 4.3 
0-60 mph 12.8 


30-50 mph 4.9 
50-80 mph 14. 
SPEEDOMETER ERROR 
(Checked with 5th wheel and electric speed- 
ometer.) 
Car speedometer read 32 @ true 30 mph 
true 45 mph 
63 true 60 mph 
79 @ true 75 mph 
108 @ top speed 


Doors open to nearly 90 degrees for easy entry, exit. Car is 
almost 2 inches lower than ’54, headroom is only *4-inch les 


max. bhp 2452 ft. per min. Max. bmep 138.2 
Max. torque 274 ft.-lb. @ 2800 rpm. 


DRIVE SYSTEM: STANDARD transmission is } 
speed synchromesh using helical gears. RATIOS: If 
2.57, 2nd 1.83, 3rd 1.00, reverse 3.48. AUTOMATIC 
transmission is PowerFlite, 3-element torque 
verter with planetary gears. RATIOS: Drive 1 
x converter ratio and converter only; Low, 1.72 
converter ratio; Reverse 2.39 x converter ratio. 
mum converter ratio at stall 2.6. OVERDRIVE tr 
aoe be standard shift with planetary gears. Re 


REAR AXLE RATIOS: Standard 3.73, PowerFlite | 
Overdrive 4.1. ‘ 


DIMENSIONS: Wheelbase 126 in. Tread 60.2 f 
59.6 rear. Wheelbase/tread ratio 2.10:1. Ov 
width 78.3 in. Overall length 217.9 in. Ov 
height (empty) 62.7 in. Turning diameter 46 ft. 

Turns lock to lock 5.5 (3.5 with power steeri 
Test car weight 4300 Ibs. Test car weight/bhp r 
21.5:1. Weight distribution 54.2% front, 45.8% r 
Tire size 7.60 x 15 tubeless. 


PRICES: (Including suggested retail price at mal 
factory, federal tax, and delivery and handling 
charges, but not freight) FIREDOME 4-door sedan 
$2498, hardtop $2541 and $2654, convertible $2824 
FIREFLITE 4-door sedan $2727, hardtop $- 
convertible $3151. 


ACCESSORIES: PowerFlite $178, overdrive $ 
power package $40, radios $110 and $128, 
$92, power steering $113, power brakes $40, 
— $70, power windows $102, air conditio: 


FUEL CONSUMPTION 
(In miles per gallon; checked with fuel flow- 
meter, 5th wheel, and electric speedometer. 
Mobilgas Regular used.) 

Steady 30 mph 


Steady 45 mph 
Steady 60 mph 
Steady 75 mph 
Stop-and-go driving over 
measured course 
Tank average for 613 miles 
STOPPING DISTANCE 
(To the nearest foot; checked with electrically 
actuated detonator.) 
30 mph 9 


45 mph 90 
60 mph 146 
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do it yourself 


WATERPROOF YOUR SPORTS CAR — 


PORTS CARS do not lend themselves 
to waterproofing as easily as convert- 
ibles; but with a little work on the car 
during the sunny season, you can be a lot 
drier when the next rainstorm comes along. 
The soft tops on both sports cars and 
convertibles often suffer from shrinkage, 
Mand frequent raising and lowering causes 
gaps, cracks, and tears to appear. A new 
top may be the only answer but you can 
delay it with a little patching and sewing. 
A rubber sealing strip glued to the 
underside of the top front bow, where the 
top fastens along the top of the windshield, 
should prevent any leaks at this point. If 
your car has a flap that fits down in front 
of the windshield frame, make sure it’s 
in good condition and fits properly. 


With windshield apart, put liquid sealer 
in joints (top photo). Pushed down into 
position (bottom), post joints are sealed 


A rubber strip cemented to front top 
bow (right) stops leaks at top of wind- 


shield. You can do it easily at home 


Top should fit well over side curtains 
(far right). Sew on flap if necessary 


Photos by Bob D’Olivo 
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by Fred 
Bodley 


Sealing strip will stop leaks between door and body. Right photo shows it in position 


Most sports cars have an adjustable 
windshield with a flexible rubber strip 
along the bottom to keep the water out. 
If the strip is cracked or badly wrinkled 
it should be replaced. During the wet or 
winter season when the windshield will be 
left in one position, a clear sealer may be 
used to fill any small cracks or openings. 
But be careful when you're applying the 
sealer, as those with a cellulose base will 
soften the paint. Otherwise, they are satis- 
factory to seal glass or chrome. 

Side curtains may come out of storage 
wrinkled, shrunken, and with holes in the 
plastic. If so, take them to a good top man 
(Thomas Top Shop, Hollywood, Calif., 
did the work shown). Ask him to use the 
new clear flexible plastics for replacements 
and insist on the need for good sealing 
of the curtain flap at the windshield post 
and all around the edges between the top 
and the side curtains. 

A small weather flap sewn on the top 
which will fit over the outer edge of the 
side curtain will prevent water from run- 


ning in between the top material and the 
curtain. There should also be a flap at the 
bottom of the curtain, fitting well down 
on the side of the door. 

If your doors are sprung or have be- 
come ill fitting due to warping, take the 
car to a body shop and have them cor- 
rected. But if insufficient sealing is the 
problem, it is an easy matter to cement 
sealing strips in places where they will do 
the most good. Body and trim shops usu- 
ally have sealing strips in a variety of 
sizes and types of material along with the 
suitable cement for each type. 

You can prevent water from coming up 
through the floor around the pedal shafts 
by cementing a grommet or piece of rub- 
ber to the shaft so that it seals the open- 
ing when the pedal is at rest. Rubber or 
metal plugs are available in different sizes 
to fill any unused holes in the firewall. 

Of course, you are likely to have as- 
sorted leaks peculiar to your individual 
car—don’t hesitate to use your own in- 
genuity in curing them. 


MOTOR TREND/APRIL 1955 37 


























Py Fi 
MT RESEARCH road test 


Steen 


UICK IS ONE OF THE FEW 

MAKERS to revive an honored name 
without using it on something totally dif- 
ferent from the original. When its Century 
rejoined the front ranks of glamour cars 
in 1954, it was as a modern concept of 
the compact but big-engined original Cen- 
tury which lasted from 1936 to 1942. 
Now the new version has a year behind 
it. For ‘55 it incorporates a newsworthy 
parcel of improvements, plus major plas- 
tic surgery in lieu of a not-yet-needed 
basic styling change. Is the Century as 
much a standout as it was last year? 
Should it be your next car? Here are “just 
the facts” to help you make up your 
mind, which MT can’t do for you. 


Test car: Four-door sedan with new 
variable pitch Dynaflow, power steering, 
power brakes, sundry lesser items like 
search-tuning radio (with electric anten- 
na), heater, power seat and windows, tint- 
ed glass, custom interior trim, various 
accessory groups. 


Engine: Same big-but-light V8 as in '54, 
with overhead, inline valves at 45-degree 
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Last year’s bomb has become eve 
more explosive with a vast! 













angles with cylinders’ centerline. Higher 
piston domes have upped compression ra- 
tio to 9 to 1 with Dynaflow, while thicker 
head gaskets give 8.4 to 1 with synchro- 
mesh. Brake horsepower now 236 at 4600 
rpm instead of 200 at 4100. Engine can 
breathe deeper with larger-throat, 4-barrel 
carburetor, redesigned manifolding (larger 
cross-section inlet branches, streamlined 
exhaust ports), bigger exhaust valves (1 
inches instead of 144), new camshaft for 
longer valve opening and .030-inch higher 
exhaust valve lift (Dynaflow models 
only ). New slotted pistons; heavier main 
bearing caps to take higher compression. 


Other options: Available without any of 
test car’s extra equipment or with almost 
any combination thereof, plus air con- 
ditioning. Hard to get without Dynaflow. 
Standard-shift car preferable in moun- 
tainous country (because of coasting tend- 
ency of torque converter); resale value 
will be low. Power steering desirable to 
avoid heavy handling, power brakes (ob- 
tainable only on Dynaflow-equipped cars ) 
to avoid harder pedal pressure. Standard 
interior less durable than custom trim of 





improved Dynafloy 
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We're off in a cloud of dust! If acce 
eration is what you want, yau’ve fou 
it. Century broke 10 seconds, O to 





by Pete Molson 


test car. MT plans later test of bigge 





















heavier Super, with same engine a@ithrore) 
Dynaflow, power steering (standard). fierter 

high a 
What the car is like to drive: Entry angant 2 
exit easy, driving position comfortable; gine w 


steering wheel lower than earlier Bui 
seats deeper for long-legged drive 
Wrap-around windshield moves blind spol 
out of worst danver area, does not elim 
inate it. Top-notch visibility, but Centu 
needs new wiper design of bigger mode 
for adequate cleaning. Exclusive step-00 
parking brake easier than any other to sé 
or release. Instrument panel design satiincreas, 
as in 54 except round “redline” speedomfyri.fa¢ 
eter standard. Other 4 dials small amon, ac 
vague. Dynaflow quadrant on colum# 

down closer to panel. Glove compartmetjrakin 
too far to right for convenient driver uSshe4 to 
Someone forgot to allow space for cig bivotin 
arette lighter, which dangles under panel} bositior 
Heat and vent unit does good job. From}... 
vent windows produce wind noises. Ac System 
celerator pedal starting very quick; pf@hjour ; 
vious hard starting when hot now corredija.g | 
ed. Engine satisfactorily quiet, especi 
so when warm. 
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of handling: Up with last year’s car; 
» constant vigilance needed in straight- 
highway cruising. Handling in town 
4 most Cases, requiring little effort to per- 
ym any Operation and benefiting from 
Dynaflow’s improved response. Wheel re- 
quite hard tug at times (on 
pwned roads, or in false danger situa- 
pns, when test car was deliberately 
hrown off pavement onto semisoft shoul- 
er) before power boost cuts in, but re- 
ins controllability with engine stalled. 





















Near-phenomenal take-off: 
MT test car to hit 60 mph from 
nding start in less than 10 seconds, 
ying every °54 car behind; all-impor- 
at highway passing acceleration equally 
mmarkable (nearly 2 seconds faster than 


eceleration: 
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54 counterpart; beat even 54 Cadillac— 
t year’s best—by full second ). Quarter- 
mile tests slightly improved from ‘54 
(still No. 1). Acceleration still smoother, 
even with 2 stator blade positions, than 
with any other automatic transmission. 
Hitting throttle to floorboard sets stator 














; 


ace@@blades to take deeper bite of oil, hence 
foundhives not only definite acceleration boost 
to 6 


but also not unpleasant, quiet zoom. Full 
throttle point is half-inch above floor- 
board; the extra pedal travel after full 
throttle changes stator blade angle, but 
owner-or dealer can adjust linkage so high 
angle cuts in simultaneously with full 
throttle. Torque multiplication of con- 
verter now 2.1 at low angle and 2.5 at 
high angle, compared with last year’s con- 
stant 2.45. Stall speed (highest that en- 
gine will rev up with driver’s foot planted 
firmly on brake) now down from 1700 
pm to 1400 at low stator blade angle; in 
other words, acceleration no longer re- 
quires high revving, as with previous Dy- 
naflows. Or if you prefer, you can scream 
faway at up to 2600 rpm (all speeds are 
for DRIVE range). Top speeds indicated 
“vise de-emphasis of this factor: modest 
increase (just under 3 mph) more than 
satisfactory when compared with tremen- 
dous acceleration, especially in upper range. 
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tmemBraking: Higher power brake pedal has 
led to new higher accelerator for ease of 
pivoting on right heel. Wide pedal also- 
positioned well for left-foot braking. Last 
year’s electric vacuum pump abandoned. 
System now retains enough vacuum for 
tbout 2 ‘powered stops after engine stalls; 
dded leverage makes stops possible with- 
ut “no brakes” feeling. Powerless con- 
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trol easy even with left foot. Before ac- 
tual stopping distance tests, preliminary 
trials from 60 mph showed tendency to 
dive first right, then left (during same 
stop) until brakes were properly adjust- 
ed. Points up need for new owner to 
properly burnish-in brakes before making 
hard, fast stops. Measured distances with 
MT’s usual instrumentation, and immedi- 
ately after careful adjustment, made stops 
from 30 mph slightly shorter; those from 
45 and 60 took same distance. 


Roadability: Buick uses parallelogram- 
type steering system, designed to give 
better directional stability. To test this, 
we whipped wheel to one side, then other, 
at speeds of 50-60 mph; car quickly 
sought straightline course. Constant cor- 
rection on straight road not required. Al- 
most sports-car-like understeer character- 
istics thru fast corners: you find entire 
car crossing over white line (on inside 
turn) instead of rear end breaking loose 
to meet front. On fast choppy corner, 
there is some wallowing action. Steering 
wheel position good compromise between 
vertical and horizontal angles; comforta- 
ble for city or over-the-road driving. Fin- 
ger-grips under steering wheel are helpful. 


Ride: From 3 ‘55 Buicks we've driven it’s 
evident that ride has been somewhat 
firmed up. Dips, bumps taken in stride, 
with oscillation, but not bounding action. 
Ride is steady on smooth road. More 
road noise than expected (test car not 
undercoated ). Sidesway noticeable, not at 
all annoying, even around mountain curves 
taken at speeds up to 50 mph. Road 
shock transmitted to car in terms of hood 
shake, steering wheel vibration, but not 
thru front seat to driver. 


What the car is like to live with: With 
all cars now approaching architect Le 
Corbusier’s definition of a house as “a 


machine for living in,” MT plans to turn 
more attention to this aspect in this and 
future road tests. Passengers fare generally 
better than driver in this Buick. Car’s tra- 
ditional feeling of weight and solidity 
























Vertical shock absorbers within front 
coils give typical Buick ride, notable 
for that heavy feel its owners prefer 


























Buick clings to coils at rear also, plus 
lever-type shocks and torque-tube drive. 
Stability does not benefit from setup 





MT Research testers were pleasantly surprised by Buick’s limited body roll, consider- 
ing its suspension. This photo (of test turn) looks bad, but riders were comfortable 
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Century has done away with that irritating feature of even 
many expensive contemporary cars, a shoddily lined trunk 


somehow persists despite hood shake, oc- 
casional road shock. Sidesway doesn’t 
throw passengers about at any time. New 
deeper seats give longer-lasting comfort. 
Plenty of room in front and rear for 
heads, shoulders, backs, legs, toes. Interior 
attractive, practical. Typical well-finished 
GM product, bright and attractive, with 
few novel features. For its size, car is 
handy and pleasing to use on short hauls 
as well as longer ones. Doors open and 
shut easily; well-finished, average size (for 
55) trunk. Inside rear door handles in- 
operative with lock buttons down. 


Economy and Ease of Maintenance: 
Probable durability of engine and Dyna- 
flow unit good (simplicity of transmis- 
sion reduces service problems; variable 
stator blades do not complicate mecha- 
nism unduly); Dynaflow has cushioning 
effect on entire drive train, should in- 
crease period of new-car feel. Car well put 
together, body panels and doors fitting 
well and paint showing good surface. No 
squeaks or rattles developed during test 
except typical “wrap-around creak” and 





REAR WHEEL HORSEPOWER 
(Determined on Clayton chassis dynamometer. 
All tests are made under full load, which is 
similar to climbing a hill at full throttle. Ob- 
served ho figures not corrected to standard 
atmospheric conditions.) 
67 road hp @ 1700 rpm and 24 mph 
84 road hp @ 2000 rpm and 37 mph 
93 road hp @ 2500 rpm and 58 mph 
Max. 110 road hp @ 3100 rpm and 76 mph 


TOP SPEED 


(In miles per hour over surveyed '/4-mile.) 


Fastest I-way run 107.3 
Slowest I-way run 105.5 
Average of 4runs 106.5 
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complaint from front seat corner. Glove 


compartment lock difficult to operate. 
Small electrical difficulties: domelight and 
backup light switches failed, as did light- 
er socket. No problems that dealer could 
not correct easily during guarantee period. 


Engine accessibility: Good for current 
V8s: all components accessible with min- 
imum hassle except for distributor. Bat- 
tery still same capacity; new smaller case 
clears exhaust manifold by wider margin 
for convenience and longer life. Simple 
servicing easily done at home. Not a car 
for hopping up (not that it needs it! ) 
since engine has gone about as far as pos- 
sible in stock form. No undue difficulties 
in way of servicing your Century. 


Fuel economy: Slightly below that of 
last year’s car at all steady speeds except 
75; improved economy of Dynaflow shows 
up in improved tank mileage with mod- 
erate acceleration. Engine requires high- 
grade premium fuel (MT’s usual Mobilgas 
Special produced no detonation even on 
simulated hillclimb of dynamometer ). 


TEST CAR AT A GLANCE 


‘55 Buick Century with Dynaflow 


ACCELERATION 
(In seconds, checked with 5th wheel and elec- 
tric speedometer.) 


Standing start 4-mile (78 mph) 17.5 
0-30 mph 3.9 

0-60 mph 98 

10-30 mph 3.0 

30-50 mph 4.4 

50-80 mph ‘11.7 


SPEEDOMETER ERROR 

(Checked with 5th wheel and electric speed- 
ometer.) 

Car speedometer read 33 @ true 30 mph 
49 true 45 mph 
65 true 60 mph 
81 @ true 75 mph 
116 @ top speed 


Front compartment is well arranged for comfortable driving, 
Buick retains 54 panel, fine foot-operated emergency brake 
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GENERAL SPECIFICATIONS . 
ENGINE: Ohv V8. Bore 4.00 in. Stroke 3.20 ing Mr. 


Stroke/bore ratio 0.800:1. Compression ratio 9.0 to 


1. Displacement 322 cu. in. Advertised bhp 236 é enera 
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4600 rpm. Bhp per cu. in. 0.733. Piston travel 
max. bhp 2453 ft. per min. Max. bmep 154.5 p 
Max. torque 330 ft.-lb. @ 3000 rpm. 


DRIVE SYSTEM: STANDARD transmission is three- 
speed synchromesh using helical gears. RATIOS: Ist 
2.39, 2nd 1.525, 3rd 1.00, reverse 2.53. AUTOMATIC 
transmission Variable Pitch Dynaflow, 4-element 
torque converter with planetary gears. RATIOS: 
Drive 1.00 x converter ratio, Low 1.82 x converter 
ratio, reverse 1.82 x converter ratio. Maximum con- 
verter ratio at stall 2.1 (low stator angle) and 2.5 
(high stator angle). OVERDRIVE transmission not 
available. 


noen te 


REAR AXLE RATIOS: Standard 3.9; Dynaflow 34% 


DIMENSIONS: Wheelbase 122 in. Tread 59 front, # 
. Wheelbase/tread ratio 2.07:1. Overall width 
76.0 in. Overall length 206.6 in. Overall height 
(empty) 62.3 in. Turning diameter 44.0 ft. Turns lock 
to lock 4.5. Test car weight 4300 Ibs. Test 
weight/bhp ratio 18.2:1. Weight distribution 55% 
front, 45% rear. Tire size 7.60 x 15 tubeless. 


PRICES: (Including suggested retail price at ma 
factory, federal tax, and delivery and handli 
charges, but not freight) CENTURY 4-door sedan mf 
$2548, 2-door hardtop $2482,* convertible $2991, a 
4-door station wagon $3175. (*List price; de 

not include excise tax, delivery, or handling ; 
charges.) | 


ACCESSORIES: Dynaflow $193, radios $93, $11 
$122 and $144, heater $82, power steering $10 
power brakes $39, power seat $70 ($45 on 
convertibles except Special), power windows 
air conditioning $591. 
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FUEL CONSUMPTION 
(In miles per gallon; checked with fuel flow- 
meter, 5th wheel, and electric speedometer. 
Mobilgas Special used.) 
Steady 30 mph 19.3 x 
Steady 45 mph 
Steady 60 mph 
Steady 75 mph _—‘'14. 
Stop-and-go driving over 
measured course 11 
Tank average for 1148 miles 13. 
STOPPING DISTANCE 
(To the nearest foot; checked with electrically 
actuated detonator.) 


30 mph 44 
45 mph 99 
60 mph 163 








Steering wheels don’t change much—or 
so we thought until we looked back into 
history and then ahead into the future, 
where we saw the curious but practical 


ROTORAMIC STEERER 


By Al Kidd 


NVENTOR Ray Russell has come up 
with a new idea called Rotoramic 
Steering that eliminates the time-honored 
wheel, at least to some extent. The Roto- 
amic is actually 2 small wheels mounted 
pn Opposite ends of a horizontal bar. It’s 
eally an all-out application of the well- 
nown steering knob. 
Mr. Russell says that both Ford and 
eneral Motors are testing the wheel to 
termine its practicability for future pro- 
“Fuction. He adds that favorable comments 
have come from the many engineers who 
have tried it out in their test cars. 


Safety is the prime feature of the Roto- 
ramic. You never have to let go of it, but 
can hold on every second with at least one 
hand (since the most acute turns do not 
require changing grips). In its normal 
position it provides greater forward visi- 
bility than a conventional wheel. Then, 
too, if you’re a bit on the plump side it 
makes getting in and out less of a chore. 

When it sees the light of day in the 
accessory stores, a Rotoramic will cost you 
in the neighborhood of $25. Now (at 
right) look what you might have steered 
with only a few years back. 


nventor Russell, looking as tho about to play exotic game, demonstrates Rotoramic 


Teutonic pioneers of 1886 steered Gott- 
lieb Dainiler’s early creation with this 


Two years later, this ambidextrous object 
had taken over on cars of the same make 


Easily identifiable as a Victorian arti- 
fact. this whimsical device came next 


And by 1897, steering was a complex job. 
As you see, “necker’s knobs” are not new 


MOTOR TREND/APRIL 1955 41 


PHOTOS BY OR. SEIFERT 























By Pete Molson 





ORED? NEED A VACATION? 
mond, Calif., has an outfit w 
determination and enthusiasm you’d 
expect from its name: the Tyred 
Motor Car Club, Inc. It has dreamed 
an all-expense, 15-day tour to the 24- 
race at Le Mans, France. You can bu 
as you might a 2nd-hand sports car.) 
you start from San Francisco or Los Ap 
geles, for instance, you'll pay about $1] 
down, including tax; on your return, yoy 
can haggle with the bank over 22 monthly 
payments to dispose of the remaining $80) 
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dent J 


THE HUMAN SIDE OF A ROAD RACE 





Photos by Bob D’Olivo 
. Axe M lll 


































of SO. 
only a 
hundre 
tails; t 
nearly 
June 6 
Paris. 
rage, 1° 
fy to . 
you lea 
info, w 
St, Ric 
NAS 
fell inc 
MT we 
you to 
The aff 
before, 
flite tha 
} recor 
the hel; 
dope in 
@ Just 
4Cylin 
ind 
ry 5 
we 
in 
Orth y 
tthe wv 






Baldwin Special. Homemade body, about 200-hp flathead Driver Bill Pollack leaves pit after line-up call at Willow 
Merc engine. Run 8 or 9 times. Took 2nd at Palm Springs Springs, Calif.. says, “I get real sleepy a few hours before” 


Swinging around onto the grid. Said “It’s right before the start that you “Here we go! Now it’s all-important t licity di 





Biil, “I was pretty nervous. I figured 6 can’t wait for the checker to fall. I try get up front, so you don’t have to figh' lives 
cars had it; 2 had beaten us before. In-_ to relax, drink a Coke. My crew and I traffic. For the Ist few laps, you're 
juries had us rattled, but I wanted towin” talk over strategy these last few minutes 


” just interested in staying alive, that’s all” 











“After the 3rd lap, I was out front, then ‘The checker! That last lap was a ter- ‘‘How did I do it? The car, my sharp pil 
settled down, waited for pit signals. Aft- _rific strain. You figure everything will crew, and telling myself not to goof— 
er 20 laps, we were sure of winning.” go wrong. Even that a slow truck will think only of. racing.” Bill’s brother 
Cal Niday, crossing his fingers, wasn’t pass you up.” But—nothing at all did (Jim), owner Ken Simpson stand by 
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Duplicate of MT’s DeSoto stops in Toledo, Ohio, on way to Daytona. Auto-Lite Presi- 
dent James P. Falvey greets driver Don MacDonald (right) and John Booth (left) 


or so. From New York, the total will be 
only about $700, plus tax, or a couple 
hundred less. So much for the dreary de- 
tails; this is what you get: You'll fly 
neatly all the way, arriving in London on 
June 6 for a 4-day stopover, then on to 
Paris. You'll spend 2 days at the big 
mee, return to Paris till the 16th, then 
fy to Amsterdam; more sightseeing, and 
you leave for home on the 18th. For more 
info, write Ed Garrard, Jr., 5117 Barrett 
St, Richmond 9, Calif. 

NASCAR’s 6th Annual Speedweek 
fell inconsiderately just as this issue of 
»§MT went to press, so we'll have to ask 
you to wait till next month for our report. 
The affair was nearer to our heart than ever 
before, for a double to that DeSoto Fire- 
flite that you see above smashed the Class 
}record, with MT’s Don MacDonald at 
the helm. We'll bring you much inside 
dope in the May roto section. 

Just saw our Ist copy of the Jersey 
4Cylinder Club’s Newsletter, to which we 

indebted for the information that 

Nery Sth car imported into the U.S. last 
ar was a Volkswagen; Jaguar moved 
ek into 2nd place. The paper is well 

rth your time if you live in that neck 

the woods. Al Outcault, the club’s pub- 
licity director who pours his energy into 
it, lives at 269 Chestnut St., Nutley, N.J. 


Every effort is 
listed here. 


events 


Speaking of the car mentioned so 
casually before, the Jaguar Owners Assn., 
to whose inception MT contributed its 
modest part, publishes the paradoxical 
Jaguar Journal, which manages to be 
mimeographed but elegant. It deals with 
everything from cam dwell to woolen 
socks suitable for wear in an XK. You 
have to belong to the association before 
they'll let you read it. If you want to 
join, write its president, George M. 
Evdokimov, at 137 E. 28th St., New York 
16, N.Y. There are branches in other 
parts of the country. 

Want to try running at Indy this year? 
You'll be at least a little closer to this 
lofty goal now that the AAA Contest 
Board has made a couple of important 
rule changes regarding rookie drivers. 
In the past, veteran officials watched while 
drivers taking the Speedway test—required 
of all drivers before they can compete on 
the track—drive 10 laps each at 110, 115, 
120, and 125 mph; they had to hit these 
speeds within 1 mile per hour! Now they 
have what we suppose is a big margin, at 
least by comparison, for 1st-time drivers 
can now be all of 1 mph under or 4 mph 
over the set speed. Another change: re- 
drivers need not have driven before 
have passed their test 


lief 
at Indy, if they 
and qualified. 


made to quote correct dates for 


We suggest you check your 


local club or newspaper before making final plans, 
since dates and courses may change after MOTOR 
TREND has gone to press. 


march 


13, Grand Prix of Endurance, Sebring, Fla. 
13, SCCA Race, Palm Springs, Calif. 
20, SCCA Race, Gainesville, Fla. 


april 


2-3, SCCA Ohio 24 Rally, Akron. 

16-17, SCCA Race, Pebble Beach, Calif. 

16-17, MSCA Chesapeake Trophy Rally, 
Baltimore, Md. 


may 


8, SCCA Race (proposed), Bakersfield, Calif. 





15, SCCA Race (proposed), Cumberland, Md. 
30, Memorial Day Race, Indianapolis, Ind. 


11-12, 24-Hour Grand Prix of Endurance, 
Le Mans, France. 
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+ PCT days at our risk 
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TPIETMATIC COMPRESSION TESTER 
e 0-300 


lultra-sensitive movement, 
! pressure, 
release, 4-color 

Formerly $7.50 ..... 











“SYOU CAN'T LOSE! 


HY- POWER FLUSHING Teo. 
everse Mus od 0 


FREE! ALL ACCESSORIES AND INSTRUCTION BOOK 
STAND 256” 


9] DELUXE MODEL, 356” 
$14.75 : 


Name 


Address 


ORDER THREE or more 


of these terrific bargains 


ON FREE TRIAL yp 


GET ANOTHER 
ABSOLUTELY FREE! 


You send no money yOu pay 
man nothing! Just order any of the 
onal automotive ‘instruments shown 

mailing the coupon to if 


right! 


your choice absolutely 
instruments are all brand 
Test them your 
then 
J payment or return the ones you dont 
gauge is guaranteed! 


Engineering 
nN Original cartons! 


= (4 (SN/IVONVE ISNIVOUVE ISNIVONVE 


Every fully 


~4 


VTEST-X" fete gid os NE TESTER 
tion air 
3-color dial, 


air any $ 
pump) ra the work! 
4” diameter. Detects 
leaks in valves, rings, gaskets, 
cylinder head, etc. Complete cyl- 
inder analysis at a glance! 
Dealer’s price was $8.75 NOW$2.98 


& Te Ain PUMP 


stub-type handle, built- in 
ial, a ‘diameter. 


OW $2.98 
TESTMASTER 


Se fu ve 
built-in release valve, 
direct- reading 4-color dial, 41%” 
dia. Formerly $10.75 ..NOW $3,9g 


trop age XRAY COOLING SYSTEM 
TESTE ae Spots cooling system 
Ss im seconds’ Uses pressure 
for. Flash-Check”” tests. 3 color 
Gial-direct reading Lifetime move gy 
ment. Formerly $12.95. NOW $4.98 , 
COMBINED ENGINE ANALYSIS 
“stterg GAUGE & poet PUM 
3 il U AL-PU 


quality DU 
ns lroment! Fall -size movement os 
direct-reading dial! A terrific vaiue! 
3¥2"dia. was $8.10..NOW $3.98 


ing "cook ing system - balances aur 
and water — ejector type air line 
— fits all sizes radiator hose — 
complete fittings! Terrific! 
price was $6.75 NO! 
WITH ALL OF THE ABOVE — GIANT PROF! ssa. 
PrL.WALL CHARTS —$1—$1.50 VALUES — abso.ure FREE! 


Spel GALE HALL MILE-O-METERS 
4) ORASTICALLY-REOUCED PRICES! 
. on miles per gallon as you 


drive — tells engine condition at 
all times— warns when _ adjust- 
ments are needed to avoid break- 
downs! Essential for tune-up! Fits 
all cars. Mounts permanently on 
dash (no holes to drill). 





dia. — advertised 
NOW ONLY $4.55 
illuminated 


DARD MODEL, 
at $9.75 , 
STANDARD MODEL, 25%” os 


for night driving — was -95. 
NOW ONLY $4.98 

dia. — advertised at 
NOW ONLY $6.98 
DELUXE MODEL, 35%” dia., illuminated for 
night driving—was $14.95, NOW ONLY $7.55 

(NOTE — ALL PRICES PLUS 40c POSTAGE 

AND HANDLING FOR EACH ITEM) 
Order as many as you like 
4 A wi — FOR FRIENDS! 


e s 
cca Mg ‘ve circled below — after 7 full 
days, I'll send payment or return the items | 
don’t want! What terrific bargain values — 
and on FREE TRIAL, too! 


1228 © es F & 2 


{i yOu purchase three or more of these ine 





struments, you're entitled to your choice of 
any other instrdment ‘except Deluxe Mile-O- 
Meter) ABSOLUTELY FREE! Write the catalog 
number you want (Nos. 1 to 8) here 








State 
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NEW ENGLAND SURPLUS SALES CO. 
DEPT. MT-4-5 NEWBURYPORT, MASS. 
UCU NEMEC 
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BIG PAY JOBS 


for men who qualify in 


a : 
DIESELS. And 


TRAIN NOW FOR A DIESEL FUTURE 

Steady, high-pay jobs await men qualified in Diesel, 
Tractor. a:.d ileavy Equipment. Are you qualified 
for job and advancement opportunities in this fast- 
growing field? You can qualify! 


COMPLETE DIESEL COURSE NOW AVAILABLE 
If you are ambitious and want to get ahead in this 
big money field, you'll want to know about the 
complete Diesel home training course now offered 
by Interstate Training Service. Covers all phases 
of operation, repair, service. Easy to master in 
spare time. No interference with present job. Up- 
to-the-minute. Regularly revised to’cover new de- 
velopments. We invite comparison of material 
offered. Advisory placement service for students. 
you OwE IT TO YOURSELF to investigate Inter- 
state Training Service Diesel Training. Thousands agree it 
has helped them to better jobs...better pay. 
It can do the same for you! 


WRITE FOR FREE INFORMATION TODAY! 























ORTER 


AMERICA’S FINEST 
STEEL-PACKED MUFFLER 


Porter dual exhaust systems 
u@@est engineering ‘“‘know how” 
maBufacturing standards. 


incorporate the 
with the highest 


Join the 1955 automobile trend and convert your 
single exhaust system to a genuine PORTER 
DUAL SYSTEM today! 


address of your nearest POR 


Write today fo 
TER dealer. 
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a td 





Same Management Since 1938 


fD>.. PORTER 


= j= MUFFLER MFG. CO., Inc 





11820 W. Olympic Bivd., L.A. 64, Calif. 


SAFETY BELT 


Your ee Life Insurance 





— 3000 ib. tes: 
“7 — clothes. 
Gray, Maroon, Green, Blu-Gray 





+ Real comfort and safety 
Complete with hardware 


TomFox $7.95 ,sic0 o 


2110—BOX A, VINE ! Ha BERKELEY, CALIF. 
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OFFY-POWERED CUNNINGHAM 


it may lead other U.S. cars 
to those European circuits 


UROPEAN PSYCHIATRISTS have 

profited little from the neuroses of 
their car builders who felt themselves 
threatened by U.S. invasion of interna- 
tional sports car competition. This new 
Cunningh>m may help the doctors out. 
Brief specifications: 4-cylinder, twin-over- 








head camshaft, oversquare Offenhauser en- 
gine; 270 horsepower at 6000 rpm from 
179 cubic inches displacement (just un- 
der the new 3-liter limit); magneto igni- 
tion; coil spring suspension all around, 
with ball joints at front and de Dion 
type at rear; welded steel tube frame. 





cours 
ment 

deters 
out oO 
the “‘r 
could 





Continued from page 32 
Mercury Road Test 


models have colorful interior trim, defi- 
nitely more eye-appealing and, of course, 
more expensive. Mercury’s trunk is ample, 
holding all of test equipment easily. Tire 
changing is conventional. Exclusive with 
Mercury in its field is new Multi-Luber 
powered lubrication system. All chassis 
bearings are kept lubricated by merely 
pressing button on instrument panel (see 
page 52). 

Engine acce sibility: Mercury's new 18- 
millimeter conical seat sparkplugs are be- 
low exhaust manifold, making removal 
a slight problem. Other engine accessories 
are located with easy accessibility. Gen- 
erator and fuel pump are low on block. 
Battery is forward, well-ventilated. Engine 
compartment, without usual extra power 
equipment, is quite roomy. 

Fuel economy: Rear axle ratio was 
changed from 3.54 to 3.15, giving higher 
mileage potential than before. This change 
possible because of the new kickdown 
feature of Mercomatic transmission. Re- 
sults: better fuel economy and, as added 
bonus, better acceleration and higher top 
speed—a combination difficult to obtain. 
Mercury engineers have done it, should 
be commended. We obtained better. mile- 


age at all steady speeds except at 30 mph, 

which brought our overall average back 

to 16.6 mpg (as against 16.4 last year). 
—Fred Bodley 


GENERAL SPECIFICATIONS 


ENGINE: Ohv V8. Bore 3.75 in. Stroke 3.30 in, 
Stroke/bore ratio 0.880:1. Compression ratio 7.6 to 
1. Displacement 292 cu. in. Advertised bhp 188 
4400 rpm. Bhp per cu. in. 0.644. Piston travel 
max. bhp 2420 ft. per min. Max. bmep 141.5 psi. 
Max. torque 274 ft.-lb. @ 2400 rpm. 


DRIVE SYSTEM: STANDARD transmission is + 
speed synchromesh using helical gears. RATIOS: Is 
2.49, 2nd 1.59, 3rd 1.00, reverse 3.15. AUTOMATIC 
transmission is Mercomatic, 3-element torque 
converter with planetary gears. RATIOS: Drive 1.4 
x converter ratio and torque converter only (2.40, 
1.47 and converter only, at full throttle through 
downshift detent); Low, 2.40 x converter ratio; 
verse, 2.00 x converter ratio. Maximum converte 
ratio at stall 2.1. OVERDRIVE transmission is stand- 
ard shift with planetary gears. RATIO: 0.7. 


REAR AXLE RATIOS: Standard 3.73, 4.09 optional; 
Mercomatic 3.15, 3.54 optional; Overdrive 4.09, 3.73 
optional. 


DIMENSIONS: Wheelbase 119 in. Tread 58 front, 
59 rear. Wheelbase/tread ratio 2.05:1. Overall 
width 76.4 in. Overall length 206.3 in. Overall 
height (empty) 63.1 in. Turning diameter 42.4 f. 
Turns lock to lock 5.25. Test car weight 3790 Ibs. 
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Test car weight/bhp ratio 20.2:1. Weight distribu 
tion 56% front, 44% rear. Tire size 7.10 x 15 tube 
less. 


PRICES: (Including suggested retail price at 
factory, federal tax, and delivery and handl 
charges, but not freight) CUSTOM 2-door sed 
$2218, 4-door sedan $2277, hardtop $2341, 
door station wagon $2686. yey 4-de 
sedan $2400, hardtop $2465, 4-door sta 
wagon $2844. MONTCLAIR hardtop $2631 
$2712 (plastic top), convertible $2712. 


ACCESSORIES: Mercomatic $190, overdrive $1 
power package $43, radio $97, heater $73, po 
steering $108, power brakes 1, power seat $7 
power windows $103, air conditioning $594. 
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Are you? If you’ve been reading some of 
the recent ads on Porous Bronze Oil Filters, 
[ll bet you are! With all the claims, 
counter-claims, similar names, smooth talk, 
fast talk, big talk and _ pseudo-scientific 
double-talk that’s been printed lately, it’s 
quite likely you (and a lot of others who 
find it hard to accept such “‘salesmanship”) 
have simply thrown up your hands. 

Make no mistake about it—Porous Bronze 
Filter Cartridges (every last one of them) 
do a remarkable job of filtration! The micro- 
sopic openings in their porous walls 
“screen out” all harmful grit, dirt and 
sludge that is picked up as the oil circu- 
lates through the engine while performing 
its lubricating job. 

This new process of screening grit out 
of the oil (rather than through internal 
storage, as with ordinary filter packs) 
solves the age-old problem of “loading up” 
and the consequent dangerous diminishing 
filtration factor. 


MORE MILES BEFORE OVERHAULS .. 
FEWER OIL CHANGES 
i ©6©6How would you like to drive 10,000 
miles without changing oil . . . maybe 7, 
8, or 10 years straight without having to 
i spend money for new rings, bearings, a re- 
bore job or some other costly repair work? 
Well, nobody guarantees all this . . . but— 
engineers do know for sure that these new 
filters offer tremendous new protection in 
1 from this direction. The ‘reasons for this, of 
The all-metal ele- 





ser eh 


st un-§ Course, are elementary! 
> ignig ment can’t soak up factory-compounded 
coud detergents . . . and grit is actually screened 


=S§ out of the oil . . . only clear, clean oil gets 
Dion§ the “right of way.” New oil every 100 miles 
ime. § could not improve much on this new system. 


THE OIL FILTER CARTRIDGE YOU 
DON’T THROW AWAY 


CONFUSED? . 


(ADVERTISEMENT) 


by Fred Harris 


look back and see how many filter “packs” 
I have replaced over the years, it makes me 
“see red.” Probably 100’s of dollars in re- 
placements alone. Not any more, though! 

The new all-metal Oil Filter Cartridges 
never wear out... will actually last for- 
ever. An occasional rinse in kerosene or 
gasoline keeps them like new . without 
the cost. 

So maybe you'll agree you ought to bene- 
fit from one of these “Miracle” Oil Filters. 
But, that puts you back right where you 
started. Which one should you get? Possibly 
I can help vou make your decision. 


CAN IT BE TRANSFERRED WHEN YOU 
TRADE-'N YOUR PRESENT CAR? 

There are more than 30 different type 
filter housings in the various-make cars. The 
cylindrical shaped bronze element fits all 
of them and can be transferred to your 
next car if it uses the same type (By-Pass or 
Full-Flow) oil system. What good is a ‘‘Life- 
time” cartridge if it only fits your present car? 


DOES iT HAVE A DOUBLE ACID BARRIER? 

All Bronze Filters strip out most acid- 
causing moisture. But is that enough? This 
same cylindrical shaped model has what is 
called a Free-Magnesium barrier which 
neutralizes remaining acids. This prevents 
acid wear or “etching” of cylinder walls 
and bearings. 


DOES IT HAVE ENOUGH FILTERING AREA? 
HOW ABOUT WALL STRENGTH? 

The cylindrical Improved-Lifetime brand 
averages 43% more area than other de- 
signs. This naturally provides greater filter- 
ing capacity and efficiency. According to an 
Independent Testing Laboratory, it is also 
93% stronger. This is not just “talk”... 
you can obtain a Notarized photo-copy of 
the Lab’s Report FREE upon request. 


IS IT EASY TO INSTALL? DOES IT HAVE 


. WHO'S CONFUSED? 


complete, factory sealed unit (self-sealing 
on ‘center-post) the right way is the only 
way to install it! Takes only 5 minutes. No 
gaskets to cause installation difficulties. An 
important point to consider. 


ARE PRICES HONESTLY STATED? 


You can’t buy amy large “Full-Flow” 
Bronze Filter for $6.95. If you drive any car 
with a “Full-Flow” oil system (as listed in 
the ad below), you need the larger size. IM- 
PROVED-LIFETIME tells you, before you 
buy, exactly what cars use this system. This 
saves delay of reordering and possible un- 
expected “extra charges” later on. Read 
the ads very carefully, for your own pro- 
tection. 

If your car has no oil filter, you will 
require a complete Filter Unit. . . . Im- 
proved-Lifetime includes the Bronze Ele- 
ment. Do all others? 


WHAT ABOUT THE COMPANY 
BEHIND THE PRODUCT? 

Is it financially sound? Does it actually 
supply both “by-pass” and “full-flow” fil- 
ters? Will it ship promptly from stock? 
(The IMPROVED-LIFETIME factory has 
to stock only 2 types—some other kinds 
would require up to 30 different types). 
Does it honor its guarantees? Does it have 
a good name among dealers and jobbers in 
the trade? 

Some of these questions you may only be 
able to answer through personal experience. 


HOPE WE’VE HELPED “CLEAR THE AIR” 

Inasmuch as our Company was the origi- 
nator of all “Lifetime” Bronze Oil Filters, 
we are vitally concerned with your knowing 
the facts. Read all the filter ads, then make 
up your own mind. After you’ve seen them 
all, we feel sure you will want to turn back 





) mph, I imagine you: don’t like to toss your A CRITICAL GASKET SEAL? to this page. Full details are given below on 
° - cash away any more than I do. When I Because IMPROVED-LIFETIME is a_ our 30-day trial offer. 

year 

dley 


Trade Mark 


1.5 . 

_,| Not Just Claims...But Honest Facts: 
OS: Ist 
— 1. First Cost — final cost. No more ‘Packs’ fo buy. 
ve 1.47 2. Transfer from car to car having same oil system. 
y (2.40, . ’ 
through} 3. Removes all grit; can’t soak up detergents. 
ie: 4. Complete with Acid Neutralizer added. 
5 stand 5. Greatest wall strength; most filtering area. 

> . No “tricky” gasket seals. (Factory sealed.) 
prions . 5 minutes to install; Right way isonly way. 
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12. Double your money back guarantee. 


30 DAY FREE TRIAL! DOUBLE YOUR 
MONEY BACK GUARANTEE ! 


. Occasional kerosene rinse cleans like new. 
. Prices clearly stated for each make of car. 
10. Originators of ‘Lifetime’ Brand Oil Filters. 
11. All models available for immediate delivery. 







DEALERS ! 


Now you can fill 
the booming 
demand with just 
2 sizes for all cars 








7 NOV Ue ie eee ot 


ONLY be 


“BY-PASS”: 


Ford ‘6 


Chrysler. 
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JOBBERS! 


COMPLETE FILTER UNIT: For 
cars with no filter 


ENGINE 

5801 E. Beverly Bivd., Les 

‘(C | enclose $2. Will pay balance plus small C.0.D. charge 
delivery. Ship 


i) a? 


0 DUS "by Pas” Filter Element at $6.95 
©) RUSH “Full-Flow” Large 
E) RUSH Complete Filter (Incl. Case) at $12.95 


| understand that if | am not completely satisfied | may 


O.[ 


HOW TO “ORDER 
For Most Cars & 
““FULL-FLOW’’: For Buick V8; 


Olds V8; Pontiac V8; ‘52-55 
& Giiler 
Ford V8 & Merc 


64.55 erty OF FUSED BRONZE 
4 aa SPHERES .. filter out 

SEEM abrasive particles as small 
as 39 millionths of an inch! 


case MAIL THIS COUPON 


PRODUCTS MFG. CO., Dept. 287 
Angeles 22, Calif. 











HEE 


in full payment. 


Element at $11.95 

















return for full refund within 30 days. 
& light trucks : 
(Instead of 20 or CAR YEAR MAKE_ = MODEL 
30). Write or | NAME 
wire today! Pats, ADDRESS. 
Pending! ily. 2ONE__STATE__ 
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@ Servicing your car for top per- 
formance requires tools that are right for 
the job, and Snap-on tools are the stand- 
out choice of America’s top mechanics. 
Snap-on offers the most complete line of 
standard wrenches and special automotive 
service tools, also a wide selection of 


wrenches in Whitworth and Metric sizes | 
for servicing foreign cars. Available only | 


from Snap-on branches and Snap-on Men 
or direct from factory. Write today for 
free Metric-Whitworth folder and stand- 
ard tool catalog. 

SNAP-ON TOOLS CORPORATION 


8023-D 28th Ave., Kenosha, Wisconsin 
Snap-on is the trademark of Snap-on Tools Corporation. 


‘oe ; ae 
Prevent theft of hub caps! 


HUB CAP LOCK 




















® Easily installed, prevents 
loss of expensive hub caps 
© Cap securely locks in place, prevents 
tampering with valve stems 
Dealer inquiries welcome 
Order your set of hub cap locks today! Send 
$2.49 (ppd.) peo set of 4 caps and 2 keys to: 
KEY KAP COMPANY 


36 Van Cleve St., Dayton 2, Ohio 


RAMCOTE Flexible Finishes 
for Leather and Vinyl-Plastics 


Restore original color and texture to 
esi car gonessery. Or change color! 
aay yan lied. No crack bd =e Wash- 


prese protects. 
Weite for FREE color oan Tia Ww + 69th 
St. Chicago 21, Hl. 


















DONT BE CAUGHT WITH A DEAD BATTERY 








faster 
Greater power! RECHARGING IS UN- 
NECESSARY! Only one treatment needed' 
Money back guarantee. Rush $1.00 to: 
JSM PRODUCTS CO.—Dept. 21 
1118 Castleton Rd., Cleveland 21, 0. 
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“the future 


is-a world limited by ourselves..." 


VER SINCE THE DAWN of the first 

day, man has peered into the future, 
searching for what tomorrow brings. Sir 
Burton explained it by 
writing, “Mankind a future life must have 
to balance life’s unequal lot.” That's prob- 
ably one of the reasons, but whatever the 
reason(s), man will always wonder what 
lies ahead. 

On this page, you'll see what Harry E. 
Chesebrough, Chrysler Corp. Chief Body 
Engineer, calls a Highway Cruiser of the 
future. It’s described as being about 25 
feet long, much lower and wider than cur- 
rent cars, equipped with electronic guid- 
ance and obstacle warning devices. It’s 
intended to provide safe, ultra-high-speed 
personal transportation over a network of 
limited access super-highways (as yet un- 
built, unfortunately ) . 

In a technical paper presented at the 
national meeting of the Society of Auto- 
motive Engineers in Detroit recently, Chese- 
brough predicted that in years to come, 
cars might well evolve into 3 specialized 
types: Highway Cruiser, Urbanite, and Sports 
Car. Further describing the Highway Cruis- 
er, he said, “With a much lighter 
somewhat smaller powerplant, it can have 
rear engine drive to give it a flat floor and 
more optimum aerodynamic shape. Pro- 
pulsion might be turbo-electric or direct- 
coupled turbine, with power transmitted to 
all 4 wheels under conditions of straight- 
ahead, high-speed operation.” Other features: 
domed, transparent roof, swivel-type seats 
for 6 persons, manual small lever guidance. 

Main features of the Urbanite: rear en- 
gine, 4 seats, medium speed, fast accelera- 
tion, light weight, obstacle warning sys- 
tem, a number of power controls. 

Thank goodness there's still room in the 
future for his conception of the Sports 
Car—"“a car for people who drive for the 
fun of it.” Ie will have manual controls, 
high power-to-weight ratio, and outstanding 
roadability for fun with safety. 

At the same SAE meeting, Raymond 
Loewy predicted the car of 2005 as having 
“a compact engine that does not require a 
high hood .. . large luggage spaces . 
smooth undercarriage {no} green- 
house superstructure.” The car would be 
able to “move laterally for close parking.” 
(Did you see Woman’s World?) It would 





also, Loewy envisions, have Seats 

that incorporate a pneumatic network tom! 
control resiliency . . . visibility in a 360.—ut to 
degree radius... a low-price radar unit(pot be 
for driving in the fog . . . a return to the@ly app 
flat windshield which eliminates misleading@{he 1 
light reflections at night . . . a rear window§/920 4 
that can be opened . .. accessibility pan Whe sa 
els [that] will be power-operated and will Bearchi: 
open so one can get in and out withoutfyt; ; 
statement he 


















crouching.” An _ intriguing body. Y 
made was: “It is conceivable that in the next il you 
50 years, means will be found to deteaiis j,, 


{metabolic and neuro-electrical} fluctuations 
in body conditions so as to stop the cat 
QUEST 
automatically whenever the danger point 
approaches.” 
Sometime last year we polled members 


olutior 
wered | 


of the Society of Automotive Engineers inf'™ be 
regard to the car of the future. We asked bcher - 
them various (and some leading) questions FY" St 
Here’s what we asked and they replied: moldin; 
1. What do you feel is the next move in ferent s 
sofar as engine design is concerned? Thirty-six p! these 

y come 


per cent said V6, 32 per cent said flat 


opposed, 23 per cent said “some other did 1 
type will be used.” indshi 
2. Will the car of the future have the 
engine in the rear? Not much unanimity 
of opinion here: Yes—53 per cent; No—#ANSW, 
47 per cent. hich 4. 


3. Will the car of the future use a plas- 
tic body rather than steel or some other EST 
metal? Yes—59 per cent. 
4. How long do you think it will be be 
fore American passenger cars use gas turbine 
engines? Longer than 10 years—61 pet 
cent, 5 to 10 years—35 per cent. Less than 
1 pér cent thought they'd never be used. 
5. How long do you think it will be be 
fore American passenger cars use diesel 
engines? Longer than 10 years—61 pet 
cent; 5 to 10 years—24 per cent. Seven pet 
cent thought they'd never be used. 
6. Do you think it is possible that within 
20 years, cars will use solar engines, 
atomic engines, or other types? This was 4 
wide-open question and opinion was split 
pretty close to the middle: Yes—52 pet 
cent, No—48 per cent. 
7. In relation to the car of today, will the 
car of the near future be the same sizé, 
smaller, or larger? Ninety per cent thought QUESTI 
it would be smaller. 5S MT 
What's your guess? - 
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Classic Comments 


J. Gottlieb 


by Robert 


NUESTION—I own a 1911 Model T 
assis. | have the original hood and radi- 
tor. 1 also have side and tail lights for 
1915 T. I recently located a 1920 
iodel T touring car, body good, chas- 
is not good, price $100. I intend to use 
he 1920 body on my ’11 chassis and by 
eplacing the front fenders, windshield, 
ights, firewall, and hood with 1915 parts 
can build a complete car. Will the ’15 
lenders fit the ’20 body? How about the 
15 fitewall and windshield? What are 
our ideas? 
















- 


Leon Brassard 

Jonquiere, P. Q., Canada 
NSWER—Don’t purchase the 1920: T 
wst to obtain the body. Your car would 
ot be authentic and this would be read- 
y apparent to anyone who looked at it. 
be 1915 fenders can be fitted to the 
1920 body but they would not look right. 


Seats 
ork to 
1 360. 
r unit 
to the 
eading 
yindow 
y pan 
d will 
yithout 
nt he 
ie next 
detect 
lations 
he cat 
point 


earching for another body or, with the 
body. You can use the.raceabout body un- 
j, Jan. ’55 MT. 


NUESTION—You don’t offer the 


»m bers 
ers if 


asked 


he best bet for windshield, door, and 
ther moldings is to go to a local refriger- 
stions ton supply house where various shaped 
d: (moldings are available—over 100 dif- 
erent shapes, usually. By amputating one 
bf these with a razor blade you can usual- 
y come up with exactly what is required. 


ve im 
rty-six 
1 flat- 
other 
windshield molding. 

Bill Coverdale 

Devon, Pa. 
UNSWER—Thanks, Bill! This is a source 
which is new to me. 
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othe QNUESTION—I have a deal cooking to 
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e be 
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hall I buy it? 
Ken Parsons, Jr. 
Pine Bluff, Ark. 
ANSWER—We have had a rash of in- 


he Jordan. The average Jordan is not a 
lassic. Reader Parsons mentions that he 
“an buy this automobile for $55. That is 
k good price for any special-interest car 
f it is in fairly good condition. Though 
many requests have been mailed in for 
mformation on the Jordan, no one has 
mentioned the Jordan Playboy. The Play- 
boy is a very desirable automobile, with 
Kefinite claims to being a classic. 


sitbin 
gines, 
Nas @ 
split 
per 


1 the 
S120; 
yught QUESTION—In your column (January 
'S MT) you refer to 3 Pierce-Arrow 8- 


linder engines built in 1934. Motor 





did this on my Duesenberg door-to- | 


y a 1926 Jordan. Is it a classic or not? | 


he same is true for the firewall. Keep | 
barts that you have, build a raceabout | 
il you locate an authentic body. See page | 
best | 


olution to Harold Brunze, whom you an- | 
wered on the problem of rubber moldings. | 


wiries in the last 2 months concerning | 





Annual for 1934 only lists one 8-cylinder 
car for Pierce. 

Glen Van Wormer 

Kenosha, Wis. 
ANSWER—I mentioned "3 different se- 
ries of 8-cylinder Pierces”; I did not say 3 
different 8-cylinder engines. In recheck- 
ing I find that I am correct; to be more 
specific, Pierce-Arrow made 3 different 
series of Pierces which used 2 different 8- 
cylinder engines in 1934. Motor Annual ts 
generally a reliable source of information. 


In justification to it, one 8-cylinder engine 
was not introduced until April 1934. The 
larger engine was manufactured in Jan- 
uary 1934, 


QUESTION—I would like to have a clas- 
sic car collection of about 20 cars. What 
would it cost to license this many cars 
each year? 

Myron Prinzmetal 

Omaha, Neb. 
ANSWER—Different states charge differ- 
ent amounts according to different for- 
mulas when licensing cars. Some states 
charge according to the value of the au- 
tomobile while others charge according 
to weight or horsepower. In California 
the yearly license (Continued on page 53) 





NEW 1955 CONTINENTAL ST YLING 


GENUINE CONTINENTAL KIT 
Ford 1949-54; Chev. 1949-54 
Kit includes full splash pan, S 
metal tire cover, bumper ex- 42.85 
tensions, necessary parts. Tire tilts back 


to open trunk. 

Olds 1953-54; Buick 1954; 
Merc 1952-53; Lincoln 1952-54 
Chrome tire ring $10.00 extra. 


$69.50 


DUAL AERIAL KITS 


1. Two 3-section aerials, 13” 
high with a dual 15’ lead. $8.95 
2. Dual Hideaway aerials, 
6Y2", with a dual 15’ 
aerial lead. $12.50 
3. “Dummy” aerials. 
2.95 pair 


New solid 

drum 2-piece 

tire cover. NO 

HOLES TO 

DRILL, uses 

existing holes, 

braces to 

frame. Carrier 

is PRE-ASSEM- 

BLED. TIPTOE release tilts back tire. Easily 
installed. This genuine kit includes all nec- 
essary parts less emblem. Prime coated. 
Ford 1952-55; Chev 1953-55; S A9 95 
Pontiac 1953-54 . 
Chrome tire ring $10.00 extra. 


AMERICA’S BEST BUY 


Same Kit as Above 
Olds 88 & 98 1955; Merc 
1954-55; Pontiac 1955; Buick $59.5 
1955; Plymouth 1955. Chrome tire 

ring $10.00 extra. Specify make, 

model & year. 


FLARE SKIRTS 


Sasi 


$6.90 pair 
All steel, prime coat. Ford 
‘36-55; Merc ‘39-54; Chev 
‘36-54; Stude ‘35-53; Ply., 
Chrys., DeSoto ‘35-54. 
Specify. 


Overdrive selector for any car with 
Borg-Warner overdrive. 
Advantages: 6 forward speeds, 
2 ratios in any gear, clutch- 


NEW 1955 
CATALOG 
For You! This 
jam packed cat- 
alog of the lat- 
est custom auto 
accessories — il- 
lustrated. Send 
only 25¢ to cov- 
er handling and 
postage. Today! 


25% deposit required. 
FOB L.A. Postage COD. 


3% tax in California. 


holder, longer 
brake life. 
wear. 


“Custom acct 


less shifting, automatic hill- 


Factory price 


$10.95. $4.98 


“CADDY” 
HEADLIGHT 
RIMS 


$5.95 pair 
Beautifully 
chromed, replaces old rims. Fits: 
Chevrolet ‘42-54; Kaiser ‘47-52; 
Ford ‘49-54; Plymouth ‘49-54; 
Olds ‘48-54; Merc ‘49-54; Buick 
‘49-52; Pontiac ‘49-52; Cadillac 
‘50-53; Dodge ‘49-54. Specify 
make and year. 


engine & 
less tire 


$sonte s** 





3319 MT-4 So. Grand Avenue 


Los Angeles 7, 


California 
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WHAT'S NEW ON WHEELS? © 


Warm spring weather has brought | 

us a rare crop of ideas in every mail bag; 

they vary from complete cars to minor details 

and some, we must admit, are a trifle light-headed. 
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ORDERS are now being received for 














custom car that Lou Simpson and Bil i oy 
and Fred Karow started out to build “jus§ ” * 
for fun and experience.” The Fibergly —— ‘s 
body is built on a Mameco frame alth oe 
future plans call for a switch to the Kurts — 
P 500K chassis. ‘ 
8 The car, as shown in the photos, is in 
- the mock-up stage. This is interesting in 
g itself in that the mock-up is not of tk 
usual plaster type. Molding clay was used 
instead, then covered with black lacquer, 
The engine will be a’55 Lincoln power 
plant while windshield and interior flavor 
are borrowed from the Thunderbird. 
THE INSTRUMENT PANEL on Dave 
Kemper’s 52 Plymouth has enough dials 
switches, buttons, and the like to keep: 
B-29 pilot jumping. Z 
The maze of controls operates ang 4 19: 
checks on such items as a 46-watt radiog © 29 
transmitter and FM receiver, electric hill- scribes 
holder, 3-speed windshield wipers, elec- Bess ac 
tric hood and fuel cap locks, and manual shield, 
overdrive selector. The car even has an The 
individual reading light for each passen- ork yee 
} ger, a la Greyhound. ha - 
The main theme of these modification * "4" 
caps ha 





is safety. “I can control the car mud 
The 




















: more intelligently when I know whats De the 
going on,” says Kemper, and it’s a pretty c.... 
ee Cae g 3 a. i Fy good bet that there is very little “going - :, 
$ ; 2 H ; ee H is ae on” in Dave Kemper’s Plymouth not if 
\ 3 : H 9 : 8 eee si fe 3 — dicated on his amazing instrument panel 
—e—g_22983i5 Baas t i » § 
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yOU MAY HAVE to look twice at Jack 
Koch’s 53 Rambler convertible to make 
sure that it isn’t the young offspring of 
54 Oldsmobile. - Jack has added the 
home strip from a ’54 Olds to his con- 
prtible and has painted it an Olds-like 
ltone green. Front section is willow green; 
is glade green metallic. 

The car has 55 Olds back-up lights, 
yal exhausts (through the rear bumper ), 
nd Cadillac-style headlight rims. The in- 
erior upholstery is green and white. 

















BULAR FLUORESCENT RIMS 
which fit around regular auto headlights 
Bare the basis for improved auxiliary-park- 
ing lights. The lights, which may be em- 
ployed by themselves or in conjunction 
with the main headlights, can also serve 
as emergency headlights and turn signals. 
Inventor Fred McClintock says the 
lights are especially effective under condi- 
tions of reduced daylight, fog, and haze. 
At night the lights can be seen by an 
approaching motorist a mile away. 
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al "A 1932 AMERICAN AUSTIN married 
rad © 20 MG,” is the way Frank Volta de- 
~ hill: sctibes his custom sports car. Many of its 
elec Pats actually are MG including the gravel 
ana shield, tire rack, gas tank, and tail lights. 
The rear section of the car was built of 
oak and covered with metal, another old 
MG trick. The wheels are borrowed from 
ations? Bantam and simulated wire-wheel hub- 
much “PS have knock-offs bolted to the centers. 
vat The only changes in the stock engine 
prety are the .050 milled heads, Zenith car- 
polly buretor, and dual exhausts. Fuel consump- 
t ing 00 is 45 mpg; top speed 50. 
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FRANK A. VOLTA 


JACK E. KOCH 


FRED L. MC CLINTOCK 


| Fit American or Foreign cars 








WRITE! 


YOUR NEEDS—WE OFFER A 
PERSONAL REPLY TO 
YOUR QUESTIONS—NEEDS 
—SUPPLY PROBLEMS 
Please state clearly your desires 
§ —we'll answer right away—hope 


we can help. SOME OF OUR 
COVERAGE: 


%& CUSTOM CLUB PLATES—How to form 
Club. 


x USED POWER & SPEED BARGAINS. 


x USED O.H.V. MOTORS—With adapt- 
ors to other chassis models. 


% 4 BARREL—FORDS A-B-C—LISTINGS. 
%& STROKER KITS—PISTONS. 



























ye MUFFLERS—Custom Exhaust, all cars. 


NO OBLIGATION — We just 
feel we can help you fellows 
more if you write your needs. 


SHELL SPEED & 
MUFFLER SHOP 


11726 WILSHIRE BLVD. 
LOS ANGELES 25, CALIF., PH. AR 7-8283 












TWICE THE LIGHT 
HALF THE PRICE 


Speed 


00,000 
“892,00 FOR 
SAFETYax H/GH SPEEDS 


Special sealed-beam airplane landing FNV95 cach 
light unit 


Five times brighter than headlights — Watt 





yet only 534” dia. by 342” deep 
Many used for mountain and lonely pecify: 
road driving PRs: 12 Voit. 


Built-in metal glare deflector 
Modern flat pyrex lens 
Aluminum mounting bracket and 
heavy wiring furnished 
Beautiful chrome-plated finish 
Can be used singly or in pairs 











Available only from: 


CHARLES E. KINGE & CO. 


980 W. CHICAGO AVE. @ CHICAGO 22, Ill. 



























SAVE GAS! sc 


10 DAY FREE TRIAL! SEND NO MONEY! 
roe POSTMAN NOTHING! 


F : A 
S New Miracle Gane Aicfom-Newdle- (9150 Value 
ows? Up to 25% MORE MILEAGE, FASTER PICK-UP, QUICKER 
ME || vs” STARTING reporced ow money-saving results com- 
ing from VY MILLION USERS. Carburetor Engineering Co. 
reports SAVING OF 738, ve DAY. YELLOW CAB CO., 
FLEET OWNERS, POLICE, EMERGENCY vehicle users. Our- 
standing performance “approved”. FITS ALL CARS AND 
TRUCKS. INSTALL YOURSELF IN 2 MINUTES with simple 
twist-of the-wrist (Rasneese ie a idle adjustment screw 
in your carburetor.) AMAT! EASY TO DO! 
) 








e 

PAY NOTHING! Test this revolutionary new automotive 
discovery in your car AT OUR EXPENSE! Check a 4 
(Some users report no improv —$0 
aut) if amazed at increased mileage PAY OWLY $1.58 
EA. Otherwise, just return the Seat ers 
— us nothing. Fair enough? Speci ny make of car, 

and year (8 cyl. cars use 2). Rush, Free frist 


went SUPPLY LimTeD. 
NEWHOUSE AUTOMOTIVE INDUSTRIES, Dept. 297 
5805 East Beverly Bivd., Los Angeles 22, Calif. 
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IS YOUR ENGINE 
RUNNING BELOW M.P.P. ? 





WHETHER you have a_ super-powered 
1955 V-8, a high-speed rod job, foreign 
sports car or any other, you'll never thrill 
to the MAXIMUM POWER POTENTIAL* of 
your engine until you install Weston Dual- 
Point Conversion Plates. 











Maximum power-punch is delivered only 
with maximum fuel combustion. You feel 
the difference at once when you install | 
Weston Dual-Points—they increase coil | 
build-up, guarantee HOTTER sparks and 
smooth power flow at all speed ranges, 
deliver 3,000 Extra Volts to plugs at 
higher speeds, stabilize ignition, pep up 
acceleration—give more miles per gallon, 
too. 

Why be satisfied with less than TOP 
engine performance. Weston units are 
complete, ready to install. Order a Weston 
unit today. Specify make and model. Ford, 
Mercury, Lincoln, $10.95; others, $9.95. 
4-cyl. Sports Cars, $7.95. 


WESTON SALES CO. 


1640 18th St., Calif. 


STOP FRONT 
ghey END ORAG ON 
4-WHEEL DRIVES 


Warn Hubs disengage front dif- 
ferential for use in 2 W.D. 
range, give 4 W.D.s amazing 
pep, getaway, steering ease; 
save gas, tires; stop front end 
shimmy! Automatic models also 
stop front axle torque, permit 
high road speeds in 4 W.D. 
high range! Use either drive, 
anytime! Select drive needed— 
automatically with Warn Automatic Hubs, manually 
with Warn Locking Hubs. Willys models factory 
approved, sold only by Willys dealers worldwide. 
Dodge, other 4 W.D.s at dealers or write— 


WARN MFG. CO. 
Riverton Box 6064-TD, Seattle 88, Washington | 









Santa Monica, 











PREVENTS | 
od. 7 et. @i. len 
FADING! | 













ONE OPERATION 

cleans, softens, protects leather 

or plastic upholstery! Highly 

concentrated — long lasting. 
8-02. CAN. 


-~3-IN-1 EFFICIENCY—; |\— 





| saddlesoap.... ......CLEANS | 
— ae 
. aT Your plastic leather 


only 9] ppd. 
DUCTS vert. mt 


716 £. Washington + Los Angeles 21, California 


DEALER OR 
















PATENTED STEERING STABILIZER 


New, amazing results on Pontiac, Olds, Cad, 

Packard, Ford, Mercury and Lincoln. Prepaid 

$1.25. Literature 25¢ (refundable). 
SHEMCO PRODUCTS COMPANY 

Box 202 Williston, No. Dak. 
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Continued from page 29 


The Marmon Masterpiece 


‘ 


staid 758 


One of the powerful but 


halves were then neatly welded back to- 
gether again! Because a V-16 was used to 
build the engine, the V-12 had a 45-de- 
gree bank. Theoretically, the 45-de- 
gree angle is wrong for a 12-cylinder firing 
order, yet the engine developed 151 hp at 
3700 rpm and was almost as smooth as 
the V-16. 

Marmon’s basic idea was to introduce 
a radically different automobile, and his 
idea, at least, was successful. The car did 
not have a standard frame; instead, a 
steel tube was used as a backbone, simi- 
lar to the frames used today by many 
foreign car manufacturers. Front and rear 
suspension was also unique. Rear end 
suspension was similar to the de Dion 
and front suspension consisted of a sleeve 
which slid up and down a guide post sus- 











pended on a coil spring: Aided by 
swing axle suspension in the rear, theg 
handled very well considering its wheg 
base of 134 inches and overall weigh 
4600 pounds. 

The V-12 would cruise all day at 
or 90 miles per hour, and the rad 
body featured Pierce-Arrow-type 
lights, square fenders similar to the 1 
and 1938 Oldsmobile, and a roof 
similar to the design used on contem 
rary British luxury cars. It also featy 
other mechanical innovations from rg 
tor to tail lights. p 

The company that manufactured thi AMA’ 
Marmon masterpieces went into receive TER | 
ship in 1932 and emerged as the Marmoggy &74 
Herrington Co., builders of trucks, busg _ 





















































; , eleme! 
and automotive parts. The company is still from 
in existence, the single fabulous V-12 @ foulin, 
still in existence, and a few V-16s q oul 

Now 0 


still be found. 

An important chapter in automoti 
history, however, is ended. In retrospe 
the industry owes much to Howard Ma 
mon. It should be grateful for his a 
tributions to metallurgy, design, and @ 
struction. As an individual, Marmon 
concerned with light weight, performand 
horsepower, and design. Beneath the 
of activity surrounding him he was ve 
much a human being, for he cherished an 
kept his makeshift V-12 until his deat 
in 1943. —Robert J. Gottlieb 
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stantly 








DUAL PURPOSE is claimed for this 
air conditioning unit, which is made 
to fit any make car, new or old. Called the 
Smiley Air Conditioner, the unit is de- 
signed to remove the impurities suspend- 
ed in the air in your car, in addition to 
drawing in fresh washed and cooled air 
from the outside. It changes the air 3% 
times every minute. The main unit, which 
weighs 48 pounds, fits snugly in the for- 
ward area of the trunk, leaving a good 
percentage of the usable luggage space 





repair 

Versat 
switch 
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voltage 
Milliar 


Bargai 


























intact. Outside air intake is throw 
chrome scoops located in the rear qu 
body panels. Twin ducts feed the wash 
air thru outlets above the rear seat. 
keep of the unit is at a minimum, 
only water added as needed. Installatid 
costs in the neighborhood of $250, ¢ 
pending on make of car. If you’re interé 
ed in getting rid of the discomforts 
polluted air (see. page 62 for more i 
formation on this subject), one of thé 
units may be for you. 
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MH vwltage Range: 


Perma-Bronze Fuel Filter 
with Lifetime Element 


AMAZING POROUS BRONZE FUEL FIL- 
TER keeps carburetor in perfect tune. Enjoy 
extra mileage, greater power. pick-up. New 
Perma-Bronze Fuel Filter with 
element “screens out” all gums, tars, moisture 
from gasoline. Better vaporization. Prevents 
fouling. No moving parts .. . lasts forever. 
Easy to install. Fits all cars. Save $1.00... 
Now only $2.95 ppd. Item #1. 


PIN-POINT ELECTRICAL “BUGS” | in- 
stantly. Save hours of tedious checking and 
repair costs with this sensitive ohm-meter. 
Versatile TK-30 Tester puts the finger on bad 
switches, contacts, “shorts” . checks bat- 
tery, generator, motors, relays, etc. Use at 
home, too . . . read all voltages. AC & DC 
0-750; DC Current: 0-150 
Milliamperes. Resistance: 0-100,000 Ohms. 
Bargain—$12.95 ppd. Item #5. 


ons 


BEFORE 

















1e) .e) 


LI 
RING JOB IN A TUBE. A mere pittance 


buys new life, new power for your sluggish 














=a engine! Simply unscrew spark plugs, squeeze 


TH Holt’s Piston Seal into holes. 
Biorms self-expanding seal. 


q Biles. 


Engine heat 
Boosts compres- 
sion, cuts oil- “consumption, ends piston slap 
. old car like new again! Lasts up to 10,000 
Insured by Lloyds of London—can’t 
harm finest engine! Only $4.95 ppd. Item #8. 


ORDER BY MAIL TODAY! 

with confidence from the World’s 
est Distributor of Hi-Performance auto 
' ag ay item: guaranteed. Send check 
e on those marked Ped 

ers, FOB ngeles. Send 20% depos- 
ee = D.’s. Ds Outi U.S.A, full call rena, 
Jifornia buyers add 3% 


oat Biiidicne 3 ‘opportunities for you! 
» Write ‘day’ on letterhead for full 


© 1955 
INDUSTRIES 
pa 22, California 


“Lifetime” 


(Advertisement) 


CHROME PLATED — “TRIPLE-FIRE” 
PLUGS. New Airplane-Type Plugs stop skip 
and miss. Give hottest, fattest spark. Three 
heat-resistant nickel-alloy electrodes instead 
of usual single steel point. Heat varies re- 
sistance . points fire in rotation. New 
“Cardo Insulators” eliminate heat fractures. 
Guaranteed 20,000 miles on mileage basis. 
Only 89c ea. ppd. Item #2. 


MAGNA-POWER 
DESTROYS ACID 


Will iy 


“BROMO” FOR ENGINE ACIDS. Amazing 
“Magna-Power” replaces stock crankcase 
drain plug. Through chemical reaction com- 
pletely neutralizes the 5 gallons of acid 
produced every 15,000 miles by average en- 
gine! Stops up to 90% of wear, extends 
engine life up to 150,000 miles! New cars stay 
new ... prolongs “break-in” period (install 
after 500 miles). $2.95 ppd. Item #6. 














CAR RUNNING HOT? Radiator full of 
rust? McRay “Protecto-Rod” rids radiator 
and motor block of scale, corrosion, rust. 
Copper and zinc discs set up electro-galvanic 
action—remove old deposits that solvents and 
flushing can’t touch! Restores full effective- 
ness of a clean cooling system. 10-second 
installation in any radiator—can’t rattle. Only 
$1.95 ppd. Item #9, 


oF aes 
& % fl 
~ BAUTOMOTIVE INVUSIKIES 


~ 


Gentlemen: Please rush me the items circled at right: 


My car iss Year Model 


TRUE OR “FALSIES”? Your secret’s safe 
when you change your black tires to gleaming 
white sidewalls this easy, inexpensive way! 
New super-strength adhesive permanently 
bonds thick latex circles to tire walls. Install 
them in minutes. Specify wheel size. 100% 
Pure Latex: ea., $3.25; set of 4, $9.95; set of 
5, $11.95. Item #3. Rubber-latex: set of 4, 
only $6.95. Item #4. 





TIRES TREAD THE STRAIGHT & NAR- 
ROW when you install these amazing new 
Micro-Lok Spindle Nuts! 60-Point Micro- 
metric head holds front wheel bearings in 
perfect alignment. Stops “snake-tracking,” 
permits safer, more controlled steering. Tires 
last 5000 miles longer—saves bearings, brake 
linings! Easy to install . . . takes only a few 
minutes. For all cars, $2.95 per set ppd. 
Item #7. 
Lead POROUS BRONZE WALL FILTERS OUT 
PARTICLES AS SMALL AS 39 
MILLIONTHS OF AN INCH! 


KEEP IT WHEN YOU TRADE! Improved- 
Lifetime Porous Bronze Elements fit all oil 
filter cases .. . last life of several cars—end 
re place ment costs forever! Filters oil “refinery 
clean”—can’t “soak up” detergents. Cylinder 
shape—strongest built. Includes Acid Neu- 
tralizer. 10 Year Guarantee. “By-Pass” type, 
$6.95 ppd. (Comp. w/housing, $12.95 ppd.) 
“Full-Flow” type, $11.95 ppd. Item #10. 


, 2.3 4.3:.6.7 5.3. 
No, Cyl 








$ 
Full Price Enclosed. 





Name. 


Address. 








$ 
20% Deposit.Send C.0.D, 





City. 
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ea Moforist” 
Needed by Lvery Te panic 








NECESSARY 


Sels like a weld in Q few minules / 


TREGLOWN CO., Inc., Fanwood 48, N.J. 
Canede: 1366 Greene Ave., Montreal 6 














RADI-CARE 


FOR OLD AND NEW 
COOLING SYSTEMS 
~~ 10 CHEMICALS ~~ 
GIVE MAXIMUM CLEANING 
AND Anti-Rust AT Same Time 
For Normal Cleaning—$1.98 


ween wve enews e eee ee ew eee ee 
ION-20 Heavy Cleaner $3.00 
See eee eS eS eee eS eS eee eS ee eee 


Send check or money order to 


WONG LABORATORIES 


3259 MADISON RD., CINCINNATI 9, OHIO 

















—NEW CAR?— 


IPE it off every nice 
day with a $2 Kozak 
Auto Dry Wash Cloth 


and you will never have sd 
to hose it. KOZAK wiil even DRY 
wash a nice car that is so dirty you 
can hardly tell the color of the 
paint. Been doing it for 29 years 
now. For people whose cars are al- 
ways clean. 


This $2 investment will return you 
fifty in car-wash savings. And has 
been so guaranteed to 10 million 
buyers since 1926. 


The Original 


La KOZAK 


Auto Dry Wash 
58 S. Lyon St. Batavia, N.Y. 

















© KeozeK, 58 S. Lyon St., Batavia, N.Y. 
Please send postpaid at once: 


REG. $2 KOZAKS 


(millions use them) 


01 for $2 


SUPER $3 KOZAKS 


(lasts jour times longer) 


(0 1 fer $3 











(CO SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY OFFER 
2 Reg. ($4) plus 1 Super ($3)—$7 value—$5.00 
Enclosed ") check [) cash 
Offer limited to Continental U.S.A. 
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| sis; only the universals have to be 
| done by hand. Engine vacuum 
| sends lubricant thru nylon tubes 






Once a day or every 50 miles 
(whichever comes oftener), your 
wife can press a little button and 
grease 11 points on her car’s chas- 


IME WAS when classic-era car own- 

ers attended to their cars’ lubrication 
needs with their own hands. They per- 
formed this tender ritual in any one of a 
number of ways: on older models by 
crawling about underneath or by filling 
small cups with grease; on vehicles of the 
late Twenties and early Thirties, by pulling 
a plunger half-concealed beneath the dash- 
board, or coming down hard on a floor- 
board button, or by operating the “self- 
luber” from its inconsiderate location 
under the hood. The Bijur system was best- 
known; it was regular equipment on the 
more exclusive Packards, and in retrospect 
it appears that it may have been no small 
reason for their phenomenal service. Other 
fine U.S. cars featured the Bijur system too, 
but it vanished entirely from the domestic 
picture before World War IL. 

The more carefully built European cars 
never gave up their versions of automatic 
chassis lubrication, and more than one 
canny observer has pointed out that this 
may have something to do with their long 
life. Biggest factor here is that, as fresh 
lubricant enters a chassis bearing, it forces 
out dirt, an implacable enemy of long life. 
If you lubricate daily, you clean your bear- 


Could Lincoln-Mercury’s 
Multi-Luber mean the 


END OF THI 
LUBE RACKS? 


ings daily. It may not make your car last, 
say, 30 times as long, but it helps. 

Two features make Lincoln-Mercury’ 
revival, in the form of their new Mult: 


Luber, an improvement over previous 
systems. First, nylon tubing is more resist 
ant to breakage and wear than former me 
terials. Second, since the device uses 4 
simple but ingenious blend—95 per cent 
SAE 90 and 5 per cent soap—it wont 
drip thru any ordinary gash. Furthermore, 
a leak in one portion of tubing won’t emp- 
ty the entire system. The procrastinating 
owner is even insured against himself, fot 
each application is the equivalent of what 
we may soon think of as the old-fashioned 
kind that lasted 1000 miles. 

You must have your Lincoln’s or Mer 
cury’s engine running (for vacuum to op- 
erate the Multi-Luber) and you may get 
tired holding your finger on the button 
when the weather’s cold and the normal 3 
to 5 seconds of operating time have 
stretched to as many as 75; but these are 
minor annoyances and shouldn’t hold up 
speedy adoption by the rest of the industry. 
Then your local museum may buy up 
those outmoded bits of lube equipment to 
show how hard life used to be. 
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Continued from page 47 
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Classic Comments 


fee for a classic is $9. A New York col- 
lector bas written me that it costs him $32 
a year to license a 1936 Lincoln Sedan. 


QUESTION—I own a 193i Chrysler 
Fight coupe. It is a CD model. Is this car 
a classic? . 

Russell Anderson 

San Angelo, Tex. 
ANSWER—Y our car appears to be in 
nice condition, but unfortunately it is not 
aclassic. At best, it’s a special interest car. 


CUESTION—Have you ever heard of a 
Glitzen, believed to have been manufac- 
ured in or near Louisville, Ky., in 1930? 
Arthur Goodwin 
Louisville, Ky. 
ANSWER—No. Perhaps it is homemade. 


QUESTION—I have sent a letter to Mr. 
John Bond, thanking him for the correc- 
tions he made to my statements on the 
very first Studebaker Presidents. 
However, one thing he said didn’t seem 
tight, whereupon I dumped a full drafting 
board of work, dashed out to the garage 
(so warm, this time of year in Chicago), 
and started frantically dropping pans on 
old Studebakers. Through oil-blackened 
eyes I 
Since my supply of antiquated Studes is 
impressively small, I hiked my way over 
to the library (with 7 cars, I always seem 
to be walking!) and buried my nose in 
musty journals. i had also done previous 
research at South Bend. Net result seems 








I hope you wil! bear with me on another 
literary exchange. i know that your in- 
tention is not to turn your column into a 
discourse on a non-classic (?) like the 
Studebaker President, but I hope you -will 
find room to publish the following little 
resume, or at least the main idea. 

1927—Studebaker lists Big 6 and 
Standard 6. Late in the year, in an an- 


ir last, 
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- mid-year addition. But was this addition 


the 8 or the President Big 6? 
an 1928—New President: 8 cylinders, 
roneel 3% x 434, 5 main bearings. Studebaker 


“} but Pierce still making 6s. 
O Op 
y get 
utton 
nal 3 
have 
e are 
id up 
ustry. 
y up 
nt to 


trolled Pierce: 8 cylinders, 3% x 4% and 


says Stude President is continuation of 
1928. Another source says same engine 
bored out % inch. Much puzzlement! 
1930 — First Half — Continuation of 
1929—-whatever that was. 
1930 — Last Half — (introduced 
about June-July) New body and chassis 


other varying combinations. One .ource | 


began counting main bearings. | 


and Pierce-Arrow join during the year, | 


1929—First year of Studebaker-con- | 





—free wheeling. Oval lights. Eight cylin- 








| 


ders, 314 x 438, 9 mains, 337 cubic inches. 
This is the model akin to the Pierce, 
which is the main point I wanted to make 
in my last letter. 

Mr. Bond says 1932 was the first year 
of this series. I don’t have a late ’30 to 
check. This 2-year discrepancy may not 
be of much importance to the majority 
of your readers, but it sure would be to 
me if I buy that model car! 

Herbert P. Read 
Chicago, Ill. 
ANSWER—Can anyone settle this? 


QUESTION—In the December issue, 
some one asked you about switching a 
Lincoln-Zephyr to a pre-1949 Ford or 
Mercury engine and you answered: “If 





you decide on a V8 engine, by all means 
use a Mercury. A Ford engine will result 
in an underpowered car.” Tell me, since 
when is there any difference in pre-1949 
Ford and Mercury engines? Not accord- 
ing to my knowledge and statistics. 
Edward J. Vomero 
: Staten Island, N. Y. 
ANSWER—From 1935 through 1942 
Ford used a 3%46 x 34-inch engine. Mer- 
cury appeared on the scene in 1939 and 
from 1939 through 1948 used a 3%6 x 
3°4-inch engine. From 1946 through 1953 
Ford jumped to 346 x 3%4 while Mercury 
jumped in 1949 to 3°46 x°4. Pre-war Mer- 
cury engines therefore deueloped more 
horsepower than pre-war Ford engines. 


—Robert J. Gottlieb 





Auto Discount SALE? 


NEW SUPER DELUXE WHITE SIDEWALL KIT 
Change your blackwall tires to pure-white 
sidewalls permanently with these 100% 
pure latex rubber rings. They won’t come 


| off at any speed, in any weather—hitting 


to be that Mr. Bond skipped a point, too. | 


nouncement of a price cut, I found men- | § 
tion of a President series using the Big | 
6 engine and a 7-inch-longer wheelbase. | 
As Mr. Bond said, it must have been a | 


curbs won’t loosen them. Anyone can apply 
properly by following simple directions. 
Super deluxe kit contains 4 whitewall rings, 
special adhesive, brush, roller, sandpaper, 
instruction sheet. Special price only $8.50 
(with 5 rings, $10.50). Item #1€. 


atts: 
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g% 
& 
& 
a 
r™ 


Deluxe Skirts: $11.95 (reg. $17.50) Item #2C. 
Louvered Skirts $16.95 (F $22.95) Item #3C. 
Std. Skirts: $6.90 (reg. $12.50) Item #4A 





items Items #1 
37-53 Fond & 49-55 Line HT 3.98 
Merc... . $33.95 53-55 
41-54 Chev V/8_.... 6398 
(except conv.) 33.95 1Cad .. 63.95 
agers" XAPULERNOURS 
Teme $58 Sit 95 item 3 Oth- 
49-55 Olds 95 ors Chev 
51,55 Stude , ak $25.95—Item #15E. 
Add $2.00 each for glass pack mufflers ( ). 
Fo cP abcented 40% to 












STANDARD AND DELUXE CONTINENTAL KITS 


at 
§ 


49-55 Ford, : Botte Khem 2 36, 
Chev . $42.85 53-55 Pont. . 
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ustro as, 
finish. Install in 30 
seconds on 15- 
‘ eather re- inch wheel. of 
sistant. % wide #2 four, = 
Tae, : 9 ( 
Ppd. (Reg. $4.00) ey, lem sehen 


Send full amount and we pay pestage on items marked Ppd.; ethers FOB Les Angeles. 25% depesit on COD's. All items Money-Back Guaranteed. 


ATTENTION: AUTO DISCOUNT CARD HOLDERS Don’t forget 


tg She your ‘mg 5 ag EA EL 
above. examp.) means are 
Mitled to additianal discount “C” listed on your discount card 


en! to 

when you purchase this item. 
{fF YOU DON’T HAVE AN AUTO DISCOUNT CARD, you are 
igsing money! Your Auto Discount Card 


leading products. Check the proper box 

the Mintcloee ‘another dollar ($1.00), aad youll. receive 

your t Card and additional savings on this order as well 
as on future orders. 

AUTO DISCOUNT CO. 


6300-41 San Fernando Rd. 1529-47 Victory Bivd. 
Glendale 1, Calif. Glendale 1, Calif. 








Auto Discount Co., .5.9-4T Victory Blvd., Glesdace. Cal 


Please rush me the items circled: 
IC 2C 3C 4A SC 6C 7C BE 9G 10E INE 12E 13E 14E 1SE 16D 178 18F, 














My car is: Make. Year. Model Trans. 
Name. 

Address. 

City. Zone. State. 





(0 Full payment enclosed; $. (Calif. buyers add 3%) 
Os. deposit (25%) enclosed, balance COD. 











0 Send Discount Card ($1.00 [] My Discount Card is Number 
encloséd), and give me SEES Bt 
extra discount(s) on above my additional discounts on 
order. this order. 
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Finned oil pan and oversize brakes (with 
rotating air pump for cooling), uniquely 
covered suspension mean a man’s car 


Independent suspension at the rear uses 
4 universals and 4 shock absorbers for 
the most assured roadholding we've felt 


The rear fenders are the sole spot that 
looks like a concession to style, and 
they’re high for stability. Note gas cap 
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What if you had all the cars you needed, 
and wanted another just because it was) 
plain fantastic to drive? Then try thesel 


There’s nothing on the Siata that doesn’t have a job to do, 
from the minimal top to the tucked-under, streamlined sides 


ii YOU WANT to enter sports car 
competition, and you’ve got the loot, 
plunk down $5700 (give or take a few 
hundred ) on the nose of a Siata 208S, and 
you'll win consistently in the 2-liter class 
—providing you’re any kind of driver at 
all. A strong statement? Sure it is. But 
I don’t have to back it up because the car 
does that for itself. 

Ernie McAfee, distributor of Siatas in 
the States, has been doing a creditable job 
in road race competition with his per- 
sonal Siata (which has been lightened 
somewhat, but is otherwise stock ). As for 
driving his car on the road he claims that 
nothing touches him, anywhere from a 
standstill to top speed. 

Here’s what Ernie claims for it: A time 
of 15.8 seconds in the standing quarter. A 
top speed of around 115 mph. Lazily 
turning over only 4000 rpm when cruising 
at 80 mph. Fuel economy of around 22 
mph in the city and 29 on the road. Quite 
creditable, I'd say. 

When I took out one of the Siatas 
(destined for some well-heeled and lucky 
customer ), I wasn’t able to prove or dis- 


prove his boast. In place of the speedom- 
eter there was a plaque that cautioned 
the new owner not to exceed 3800 rpm 
for the Ist 1500 miles. Since the car de- 
velops its peak horsepower (110) at 6000 
rpm, the engine was loafing while I had it 
Even so it felt as good as most sports 
cars in its class, and broken in would 
probably make them look mighty small 
in the rear view mirror. 

The Siata 208S (208 for the number of 
cc’s in piston area, the S for Spider) has 
some specifications that don’t necessarily 
set it apart from other sports cars: 901 
inch wheelbase, 4-speed gearbox, 122- 
cubic-inch V8 engine. But these are 
definitely mot on all sports cars: big 
brakes with aluminum drums, each 
equipped with a rotating air pump; 78- 
spoke Borrani racing wheels; a weight cut 
to 1940 pounds (wet), by the use of 
aluminum wherever possible. As Ernie put 
it, “At first glance you can’t see $6000 in 
the car, but when you realize with what 
care the car has been built, how close the 
tolerances are kept, then you can.” 

Sitting behind the wheel, everything is 








ee 


The Fiat V8 under the hood gives its all at a touch of your 


No thick carpet here, and no cabinetwork either. The con- 
toe, snarls with pleasure as it scoots you past other cars 


trols, since they’re meant to be used, are easy to get at 


tight in front of you: the tachometer, 
speedometer, and other instruments (all 
in their circular dials) are grouped cen- 
tally; the conventional American-type 
emergency brake is under the left side of 
the dash; the gearshift is floor-mounted 
and just a bit of a stretch to Ist and 3rd; 
the brake and throttle are fairly close to- 


gether, taking some getting-used-to so 
you don’t hit the throttle when you apply 
the brakes. Vision is incomparable, as in 
most sports cars with top down; there’s 
somewhat of a blind spot to the right rear 
with the top up, but a slight head move- 


ment quickly erases it. Legroom (even 
for the left foot to the left of the clutch 
pedal ) and shoulder room are good; head- 
foom is a bit cramped with the top up. 

On the road, you'll soon become fa- 
miliar with the surface, because that’s the 
ptice you pay for the Siata’s fantastic cor- 
neting ability. Over dips it levels out 
qickly, with little or no up-and-down 
movement. There’s virtually no sidesway. 

If ever a cat deserved the credit for 
going around a corner on rails, the Siata 
is it. The Siata stays glued to the road 


PEGASO 


like a squashed bug on the windshield. 
Around corners taken at high speeds, it 
drifts slightly, indicating definite under- 
steer characteristics. It’s set up better 
than any car I’ve driven in a long, long 
time. There’s no wind wander. If you go 
off the shoulder of the road, you needn’t 
fear that you'll spin or flip; an easy tug 
on the wheel brings you back onto the 
asphalt. With all this, it’s still an easy 
car to drive, unless you have an aversion 
to constant shifting to keep up the en- 
gine revs. 

To my mind, the Siata 2088S is the 
original sports car (minus the cycle fen- 
ders ). It’s the rough-riding, snarling brute 
that makes no bones about being a car 
that provides you with myriads of nice- 
ties like an adjustable column and sliding 
seat, a soft ride, no-shift driving, etc., etc. 
It’s a sports car built for the enthusiast 
who really enjoys driving. It makes no 
pretense about being all things to all peo- 
ple. It has a specific purpose—that of pro- 
viding you with hot performance for over- 
the-road driving and/or competition—and 
it looks, acts, and feels it, purposefully. 


Though it’s not a car for just doing the 
marketing, ventilated seats conceal use- 
ful non-slip space for small packages 


WHILE I WAS IN DETROIT gathering material on the ’55 
cats and road testing several of them, a couple of lucky stiffs 
(namely, Jim Potter and Pete Molson) back in our home office 
in Los Angeles had the rare opportunity to drive a $17,000 
Pegaso, Spain’s contribution to pleasurable motoring. Here are 
their impressions: 

“Tt looks better in person than in the photos’ was our first 
comment when importer Warren D. Brewster of Oyster Bay, 
long Island, N.Y., introduced us to his small (92-inch wheel- 
base) streamlined Pegaso coupe. He had just driven it cross- 
(ountry with one important stopover at the finish line of the 
tecent Mexican Road Race. 

“From the fierce-looking grille to the abruptly curved rear pan- 
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WAAZING PERFORMANCE 


MAGNETOS 
15% more power 
Faster Acceleration 
Proved High-Speed 
Performance 


Send 25c for complete 20 e, 
illustrated Vertex thech 7 
cludes performance curves. 
RONCO CORP. 
Blue Bell 2, Pa. 
(Philadelphia Suburb) 
Phone Conshohocken 6-4124 











NORDIC 


CUSTOM RADIOS FOR 
1952 TO 55 FORDS 


SUPERHETERODYNE~ BIG 6x 9 
INCH SPEAKER - LOW BATTERY 
DRAIN ~ EASY INSTALLATION 
PERMEABILITY TUNER WRITE FOR LITERATURE 


NORDIC RADIO COMPANY - BOX 582 - EVANSTON, ILL. 














WEAR-PROOF YOUR ENGINE 


Acid Action, Valve Sticking, 
Gearing Wear, Plug Fouling. 
Get “KILL-WEAR” Magne- 
sium inserts today 


Fits your oil filter, cartridge or bronze type. 
Install it in 5 minutes. Over 90 square inches 
of Active Surface—not a plug but a scien- 
tifically designed power booster. ONLY $2.95 
POSTPAID—money back guarantee. Send make 
and model of oil filter to. . . 








KILL-WEAR PRODUCTS 


P.O. Box 354, Ridgecrest, Calif 





ERNIE McAFEE 
New location: 


8363 Sunset Boulevard 
Los Angeles 46, California 


| Representing all Italian motor cars 





LOWEST PRICES ON HIGH 
SPEED IGNITION EQUIPMENT! 


Our famous J.$.M.C. 50,000 volt Coil ( 
included) $15.00. 6 or 12 volt. al (condencer 


Heavy-Duty Ignition Contact Points $1.50 set 


Heavy-Duty Tune-up Kit (includ P 
condenser) $3.00 p Kit (includes points, rotor, 


Timing Light $6.00. State: Make, year, model. 
Postage paid on cash orders 


THE J. S. MARTIN CO. 


64 Sylvan Drive Morris Plains, N.J. 


DON'T DRILL the manifold! 
{003 Use a HI-VACUUM CARBURETOR 
~ FLANGE to install your 
; VALVE OILER « WATER INJECTOR 
VACUUM GAUGE « VACUUM HORN 
29 Send $2.00, make & model car to: 
(00) FLANGES 
P. 0. Box 526, Burbank, Calif. 
HOUDAILLE Tere lem Leomgiel, ae). i es) 
SHOCK ABSORBERS 
Ideal for °28-48 Fords. Insures excellent road- 
ability and control at all speeds. Guaranteed for 
12,000 miles or 1 year. Just $10.50 each ppd. 
Specify Ford model and wheel locations 
PIONEER SHOCK ABSORBER SERVICE 


700 No. Prairie Ave., Hawthorne 2, Calif. 
Dealer inquiries invited. 
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el, the Pegaso gives an immediate impres- 
sion of ruggedness, fully capable of master- 
ing the open highway in the hands of a 
driver who wants a man’s car, for that is 
just what we discovered when we took her 
out for a fast run over a winding road. 

“Its double-overhead-cam V8 engine, 
with a reported 150 hp at the rear wheels, 
idled roughly (needed new plugs). This 
unfortunate handicap together with the 
fact that you have to shift its transmis- 
sion through all 5 speeds forward makes 
the car an impractical traffic machine, de- 
spite its nimble handling qualities. 

“Away from the snarled congestion of 
the Hollywood Freeway, we had a chance 


| to appreciate the real purpose of this 


Pegaso built for the open road. Its bucket 
seats held us tightly as we accelerated 
onto our curved course. Taking curves 
on the high-crowned road was no prob- 
lem. Occasional dips and rough spots were 
felt, but oscillation and bobbing were 
non-existent; recovery was rapid. You 


went around curves as if .on a rail, 
no lean whatsoever. For such a small 
the steering was hard but, of course, 
itive. You couldn’t make it do anyth 
but go where you pointed. ; 

“At low speeds it had only fair ace! 
tion, although this was checked only 
‘feel,’ as we didn’t have our stopwat 
with us. In the cruising speed range, h 
ever, you simply knew she had the 
because of the fantastic surge of po 
One interesting peculiarity: you can 
back and forth from 4th to 5th sp 
without using the clutch, a handy feai 
especially if you’re planning on rag 
your machine on the circuits. 

“Would we like to own one? W 
hardly, not at that inflated price. But 
those few who demand a car with 
rugged look as well as action, a pre 
name, and one that’s practically the 4 
one of its kind (so far only 4 have b 
imported into this country )—then 
Pegaso is for you.” 





This dealer really means it when he says 


“LOOK AT ALL 3" 





ETROIT’S LARGEST Chrysler-Plym- 
outh dealer, Petzold Motor Sales Co., 
has instituted a unique and irritating (to 
competition) method of merchandising 
Plymouths. Inside the showroom is a dis- 
play featuring Chevrolet, Ford, and Plym- 
outh sedans of equivalent series. These are 
lined abreast, partly to show off Plymouth’s 
greater length, but mostly to let customers 
take in the features of all 3 cars at a glance. 
Outside, a fleet of demonstrators of each 
make stands ready for customer driving, 
and the prospect is urged to try each, one 
after the other, by himself. President Tom 
Petzold claims that buyers choose Plym- 
outh as a result of this test by a wide mar- 
gin and that his sales have boomed. Typi- 
cal customer comments have been: “ 
swell idea, first time I’ve seen cars together 
. not like an auto show where different 
cats are far apart... can see them all here.” 


One obvious question: Are preparatie 
and maintenance fair to the 3 differe 
cars? To forestall doubt, Petzold promi 
nently displays notarized certificates th 
swear to the impartial care given the 
cars his customers drive. 

Another question: Would Petzold 
one of the Chevrolets or Fords if the a 
tomer was unmoved by Plymouth’s pe 
formance in the demonstration? The 
swer is no, but Petzold would like to. 
visualizes the auto dealership of the futul 
as a kind of department store, where # 
customer can pick and choose from mai 
makes, just as he does now with reffi 
erators and television sets. 

What is the factory's reaction to all this 
Plymouth Sales Manager Bill Byrd tells 
“We are always glad to see one of 0 
dealers come up with something # 
shows an unusual amount of enterprise... 








LIFE-TIME BATTERY MAKERS REVEAL SECRET 1954 DISCOVERY...PRODUCE 1,130,000 FOOT-POUNDS FORCE IN CAR SIZE MODEL! 





Incredible as it would have seemed a few short years 
ago, our engineers have now succeeded in cramming 
over one million foot-pounds of useful energy into a 
small power cube of the size you use in your automobile. 
The new LIFE-TIME battery development produces 
greater amperage (engine-turning power) than any 
battery ever made that will fit your car. 

This phenomenal output (1,130,000 foot-pounds) is 
now confirmed by U.S. Testing Laboratories. It is ample 

i your car approximately 2.1 miles 
over level terrain! We might emphasize here that we 


are not recommending this procedure as a substitute 
for gasoline. However, to amuse yourself, you might try 
running your car on this battery and shifting through 
the gears meanwhile, just as though the ignition were 
on. You will be completely flabbergasted at the power 
and speed generated by this amazing battery alone! 
But these are engineers’ tricks and are not the reason 
you buy a battery —and this brings us to the secret 
development which will possibly quadruple the guar- 
anteed six-year peak efficiency life of this battery. 


MEGAPORE MICRO-FILTER 


Since mid-1954 LIFE-TIME 

engineers have been in- 

stalling this unusual 

material in all bat- 

teries. It is a vast and 

important improvement 

over the previous best 

separator, a plastic-coated 

fiber sheet. You may be 

surprised to learn that, even today, the plates 
in most batteries are separated by thin wooden 
‘‘shingles’’ or even heavy paper. These sub- 
stances are rapidly ‘‘digested’’ by the acid 
electrolyte and are probably the reason why 
you have purchased many a battery in your 
time. Once a separator fails and allows a posi- 
tive and negative plate to touch, the power 
from that cell is instantly 100% lost and dead. 
And once one wooden separator goes the rest are 
close behind. There you have the real story of 
why 57% of all batteries are replaced each 


year. To our knowledge, this has never before 
appeared in print. 

The new Megapore Micro-Filter is so fine that 
it allows only the ion solution to pass, barring 
even microscopic solids which build up and 
short out ordinary batteries. The MM-F con- 
tains millions of pores which completely circu- 
late the electrolyte and stop ‘‘acid-starvation’’ 
of the end plates, a condition of even new 
premium batteries which may cut amperage 
and starting power up to 10%! 

MM.-F separators are Mextble——witl not crack or 
fail from jars and bumps, will not fail in crit- 
ical underhood installations in any summer heat 
or arctic operating conditions known on earth! 


TOOK 1142 CHARGES! 


This same LIFE-TIME Battery was depleted 
and recharged 1142 times. In most instances it 
will bounce back when depleted with enough 
power to start a car in 30 seconds! You can try 
this test with any stock LIFE-TIME Battery. 


DROWNED IN THE OCEAN 
The original LIFE-TIME [Satteries are now 
just about reaching their elev- 
enth year. We occasionally hear 
from present owners that their 
riginal mode] is still put- 
ting out the old amps. 
Here is part of a letter 
about a more recent ex- 
perjence which a LIFE- 
TIME Battery went 
rough, Attorney Martin 
Seleaee of Providence, 
Rhode Island, writes: ‘‘My 
car was completely submerged at the seashore 
by the hurricane of August 31, 1954. | am most 
happy to inform you that within two days - 
lowing the submersion | saved the battery, flush- 
ed out the cells and replaced with old battery 
acid and then recharged it on the generator of 
the old car. The battery has, | believe, been 
completely restored and still has its old zing!’’ 





Continental Manufacturing Corporation 
Washington Boulevard at Motor Avenue, — 


Culver City MT-21, 


California 


Please ship LIFE-TIME (MM-F) Million Foot-Pounds Battery 


( 6 VOLT ($29.95 postpaid) 


(0 12 VOLT ($34.95 postpaid) 


(make, model, year of car) 


(If you wish, send $5 deposit, balance C.O.D.) 
California residents add 3% state tax. 
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DON'T DRIVE 
HALF A CAR! 


DON’T WASTE 
GAS and OIL 
DON’T LOSE 

ENGINE POWER 










Why drive a Gas & Oil Hog 
that’s lost its Zip & Power. 
RE-POWER YOUR ENGINE 
With Amazing Yale Engine 
Overhaul Pellets! Do it 
yourself in 10 minutes with- 
out taking motor apart! 
NEW MAGIC YALE ENGINE OVERHAUL PELLETS 
Amaze Even Auto Mechanics! 

Never before has there been such a product as this! Me- 
chanics say Ya'e Overhaul Pellets 
work faster — better — longer —re- 
store cylinder walls and rings more 
thoroughly than any other product 
on the market! Don’t compare Yale 
Pellets with temporary tune-ups or 
oil additives. Yale Engine overhaul 
lasts up to 15,000 miles! 


Metal Plates Cylinder & Stops Oil 





ENGINE 
OVERHAUL 
PELLETS 

ee oo) 





















Walls Burning 
ra Restores Piston [72 Increases Gas 
ia) Ring Seal Mileage 
ee Raises Engine Restores New Car 
Compression Zip, Power 


Yale Engine Overhaul Pellets are easy to use. Simply re- 
move spark plugs, drop Pellets into plug openings and 
start motor. Nothing else to do. Pellets work while you 
drive. Yale Pellets are scientifically pre-measured for ex- 
act use in each cylinder, Absolutely no guess work! 
GOOD FOR NEW CARS TOO! Stops engine troubles 
before they start and increases motor life. 

YOU RISK NOTHING! 
Yale Overhaul Pellets are guar- 
anteed to give complete satis- 
faction or money cheerfully re- 
funded! Send $1.00 deposit- 
Bal. C.O.D. plus postage—or 
cash with order, we pay post. 















POSTPAID 


UTOMOTIVE RESEARCH 
St., Dept. C-13, Chicago 21, Ill. 


















Get. tuto Good Paying 
AUTO BODY «+2/ FENDER WORK 


NW Big demand in Auto Body and Fender 


work. Start training now spare time 
at home for good pay work. se WT 
MAIL NOW 
FOR FACTS 
Auto-Crafts Div., UTILITIES ENGINEERING INSTITUTE 


7, es experience included. U.E. 
Training covers metal work, weld- 
2523 Sheffield Ave., XAN-18, Chicago 14, III. 
0.K.! Rush Full Facts 








ing, painting, etc. Placement service 
—or we will show you how co start 
your own shop. Behind U.E. I. 
TRAINING is a large national or- 
ganization founded 1927. Write to- 
day for FREE facts—no obligation. 











“] Check here for information if you are under 7 








GOVERNMENT 40 ACRE 


OIL LEASE *100 


Act of Congress gives citizens equal rights with Oil 
Co’s. to obtain Govt. leases. You do no drilling, yet 
may share in fortunes made from oil on public lands. 
(Payments if desired) Licensed & Bonded Oil Brokers. 
Free Information & Maps of booming areas. Write: 
NORTH AMERICAN OIL SURVEYS 
8272-C Sunset Bivd., Los Angeles 46, Calif. 


TD CUFF LINKS 


Replicas of your MG-TD 
in silver plate or gold fin- 
ish. Suede gift bag. Post- 
paid, tax incl. No C.0.D. 
CUFF LINKS — $3.50 pr. 
TIE BAR — $1.50 


LONE PINE 
La Tijera Sta., Los Angeles 43, Calif. 











P.0. Box 43151. 


WHOLESALE SPEED 
PARTS FOR ALL CARS 


SH) gS T CHARLEY SPEED SHop 


Ho" ox EI 308¢ 


Chatanooga, Tenn 
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DUTCH TREAT 










Howard “Dutch” Darrin has establis 
his fame time and time again: in 
rope, as “Le Roi des Carrossiers” (Ki 
of the Coachbuilders; MT. Feb. °53), 
then in the U.S., as creator of the la 
classic Darrin Packards and of all the 
Kaisers and their offspring, the Kaise 
Darrin 161. Now officially built a 
sold by Darrin himself, the roadster 
dropped the rest of its name; it 
gained a Darrin-conceived Fibergla 
hardtop that actually improves its ap 
pearance; and a Cadillac engine giva 
it the U.S.’s top power-to-weight ratie 









































MT RESEARCH 


Technica 
Corvice 


Conducted by Jim Lodge 











Note: You will notice that this month's 
column has a new byline on it, the reason 
being the unfortunate demise of Fred Bod- 
ley. We are way behind in answering mail 
sent in to this column, but are doing our 
best to catch up with it. If you can be pa- 
tient in awaiting a reply, write your ques- 
tion on only one side of the paper to enable 
us to answer it on the back side. Along with 
it, send a self-addressed, stamped envelope. 
The most frequently asked questions with the 
greatest appeal will be published.—Editor. 


Anticipating further requests for informa- 
tion on dual intake manifolds and carburet- 
ors, MT condenses from Trend Book 106, 
Hot Rod Your Car, the following details on 
these installations. Similar discussions of the 
most frequently asked questions will appear 
in subsequent issues. 

The newer dual and quad carburetors, 
serving the purpose of a dual installation 
per se, are not discussed here. We restrict 





this discussion to 2-carburetor installation be 
cause it is felt that the addition of a re 
ground camshaft and reworked intake sys 
tem are essential to make any use at all of 
any more than 2 carburetors. 

Manifolds are generally made in 2 differ 
ent types, “hot” and “cold.” Hot-type mani- 
folds are equipped with a chamber to 
ceive hot exhaust gases that facilitate vapor 
zation of the incoming fuel charge. As a 
sult, low speed operation and economy aft 
not affected. Cold-type manifolds are not 
equipped with this chamber because theyit 
normally designed for competition use, afd 
low speed running and economy are née 
considered pertinent. In every case whet 
the car is to be used for transportation, 4 
hot-type manifold must be used for most 
satisfactory results. 

To those who are to the point of installing 
dual carburetors, familiarization with the 
equipment is one item that should not & 
overlooked. The name and function of ead 
individual part and of the complete ufilt 
must be understood to take advantage of the 
arrangement you may choose to utilize. 

Operating and flow diagrams with over 
haul and repair instructions are available i 
most engine repair manuals, or may be ob 
tained from the carburetor manufacturet. 
Items such as fuel level, float level and fuel 
pressure must be adhered to religiously al 
though it sometimes becomes necessary 
change main metefing jets and accelerator 
pump jets (power bypass jets) for propef 
operation. (Continued on page 60) 
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THE BIG APRIL HOT ROD 


BATTERY IGNITIONS — HOW THEY 
WORK AND WHAT CAN BE DONE 
WITH THEM 


By Racer Brown 


Read The “Shocking” Truth about 
Battery Ignition in “FIRE THAT 
PLUG,” illustrated throughout. This 
8-page treatise on battery ignition 
covers the subject in a fashion you’re 
certain to find interesting and inform- 
ative. 


FUEL INJECTION FOR YOUR CAR? 


Enjoy Racer Brown’s article on Fuel 
Injection. Complete with illustrative 
photographs. This is another one 
you'll not want to miss. The April 
issue is loaded with things for you— 
buy it now. 
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of the 

es : , You’re way out in front and you stay at the head of the par- 
1 ove ade when you install a Bendix* Electric Fuel Pump. *° 
able is delivers more gallons per hour, is easier to install and giv<s 
be ob “less cost per mile” operation. It’s the performance-proven, 
acturet.| ® 30-gallon output per hour. lightweight, electric fuel pump designed and manufactured 
nd fuel] ®@ Helium sealed. by Bendix, foremost supplier to the automotive industry. 
sly al} ® Prevents vapor lock. Sold by independent garages and service stations. Write for 


sary 01 ® Better cold weather starting. illustrated folder. *REG. U.S. PAT. OFF. 
sleratot} ® Built-in pressure release—no flooding. Sold in Canada by Bendix-Eclipse, Ltd., Windsor, Ont., Canada 

propel ® Instant hot weather re-starts. ECLIPSE MACHINE DIVISION Bendix 

ze 60)h® Only 7 watts power at maximum fuel delivery. ELMIRA, N. Y. dndbeda toligenene 
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make your car come 


ALIVE «i» POWER 


? by installing a 


Yrasid Duar 


EXHAUST SYSTEM 


Converts your 
present engine into 
a modern power 
plant 

Follow the trend set by today's dual-conscious car 
manufacturers. Step up the performance of your 
automobile with a Grand Dual Exhaust System. 
Like factory-installed equipment, Grand Duals 
increase the efficiency of your engine ... put 
unused power to work for you and reduce your 
gas expense up to 20%. Put your car in the 
power-class of today's newest automobiles . . 
install a Grand Dual Exhaust System now! 










aici id.iiy DUALS AND HEADERS 


For all V-8 cars and 6 cyl. Chevrolets 








DUAL SYSTEM DUAL HEADER SYSTEM 
= & ee 
guomess eo i 
Exnaust rire ORIGINAL meapte = WO GRAND «(ORIGINAL 
TAN PIPE EXTENSIONS © MUFFLERS TALL PPE 
mats net “SGentas® Tank mre I Retoees "it Sint 
Zz 
~~ = 
Make Oual Dual Header 
Automobile System System 
Buick v-8 1953-55 
Cadillac v-8 1950-51 1950-51 
Chevrolet 6 1941-55 
Chevrolet v-8 1955 
Chrysler v-8 1951-55 
De Soto v-8 1952-55 
ge v-8 1953-55 
Ford v-8 1935-55 1937-55 
Hudson v-8 55 
Lincoln v-8 1949-54 1949-54 
Mercury v-8 1939-55 1939-55 
Nash v-8 1955 
Oldsmobile v8 1949-55 1949-55 
Packard v-8 1955 
Plymouth v8 1955 
Pontiac v8 1955 
Studebaker v8 1951-55 1951-52 

































REAR OUTLET 
MANIFOLDS 
for Ford 
and Mercury 
For all model Fords 
1952-55 and Mer- 
curys 1952-54 ex- 
cept Station Wagon. 
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FIBERGLASS PACKED 
MUFFLERS 


The Complete Line of Mellow-Toned Mufflers 





First Fully Engineered Fiberglass Packed Mufflers 


Also—A Complete Line of Deep - Toned, 
High Efficiency Steel Packed 
Mufflers 
Available at Better Auto- 
motive Dealers Everywhere 


FREE Descriptive Folder 
GRAND AUTOMOTIVE PRODUCTS 







Write 
Today for 
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Continued from page 58 


Technical Service 


In choosing 2 carburetors for your dual 
installation, 2 stock-type units should be the 
choice. An exception may be where Carter 
carburetors are used as original equipment. 
The Carter fuel metering rods and anti-per- 
colator devices are entirely too sensitive for 
dual setups, and adaptations haven’t been 
too successful, generally. These carburetors 
may be replaced with Stromberg or Zenith 
carburetors of a comparable size. These units 
come in a wide selection of sizes, both sin- 
gle and dual throat, the carburetors are sim- 
ple and replacement parts are reasonably 
priced and readily available. (In addition, 
the Zenith carbs have interchangeable venturi 
tubes for compromising between performance 
and economy. ) 

In any event, selection and use of 2 car- 
buretors that are identical with respect to 
make, model, venturi size, all jet sizes, float 
level and fuel pressure, must be used to 
make the installation function properly. 

After assembling the carburetors and after 
checking linkage clearance (preferably on 
the bench, for easy access), install the units 
with new carburetor base gaskets and tight- 
en the hold-down nuts snugly (but not tight 
enough to cause the studs in the manifold 
to pull out). Lock washers must be used on 
these studs and nuts to prevent the carbs 
from leaking vacuum at the base flanges. 

Carburetor float chambers on downdraft 
carburetors must face forward, due to the 
angularity of the engine in the frame in 
relation to a level plane. This places the fuel 
level closer to the level of the main dis- 
charge nozzles; therefore less vacuum is re- 
quired to draw fuel from the float chamber 
to the main discharge nozzles. 

Good gas mileage can be obtained with 
dual carbs if the installation is properly 
made and the choice of carburetors and their 
venturi sizes is a wise one. For those who 
desire power, a proper installation can give 
approximately 10 per cent increase. If you 
don't gain any horsepower in your particular 
installation, you're still ahead, for you have 
a more flexible engine, capable of poten- 
tially higher rpms from the _ increased 
breathing capacity. 


QUESTION—I recently bought a ’50 Ford 
V8. The car will be used for everyday trans- 
portation, it will never run in a drag race, 
and top speed is unimportant. I intend to use 
8.5 to 1 heads, a dual intake manifold with 
2 stock Ford carburetors or comparable carbs, 
and headers. Unless the cylinders are tapered, 
I won't rebore the engine. What camshaft 
should I use? Should I use stronger valve 
springs? W. C. Hitt, Houston, Texas. 
ANSWER—W ith the modifications you plan, 
a % cam will be satisfactory for street use. 
The increased rpm of this engine calls for 
heavier valve springs to minimize float. 
Lincoln-Zephyr valve springs are the most 
common installation. In addition, the use of 
spark plugs at least one range colder will be 
an asset to performance under the driving 
conditions you describe. 


QUESTION—Will you give me the name 


of some distributor of automotive prodt 
from whom I might obtain a fuel flowmete 
C. W. Lowry, Ormond Beach, Fla. 4 
ANSWER—McCulloch Motors, Inc., 106] 
W. Century Blvd., Los Angeles, Calif. 


QUESTION—I have a 1952 Mercury Mom 
terey sedan equipped with overdrive. I g 
about 10 to 12 mpg at 60 to 70 mph. 

think I should get 16 to 18 mpg at theg 
speeds. Can the engine be tuned to idle @ 
300 rpm? Also, the engine vibrates so badly 
at speeds over 75 mph that it feels as if the 
car will fall apart. Is the driveshaft loog 
at one end? A. Kuebler, Brookville, Ind. 

ANSWER—I suggest you take your car to} 
good tune-up man who has an exhaust oa 
analyzer. This can be attached to the c@ 
while it is being driven, permitting an a 
curate check to be made of the carburetor 
mixture while the car is under actual drip 
ing conditions. It is quite likely that eithe 
the carburetor float level is too high or that 
the power jet is faulty. Your engine should 
idle at approximately 450 rpm; 300 rpm & 
too slow. It is possible that the driveshaft 
is loose at one end, but the most frequent 
cause of high speed vibration: is an unbak 
anced condition of one or all the wheels. A 
contributing factor to this condition is fe 
quently out-of-round tires, some of which aft 
not round when new. 


QUESTION—I have read a lot about foot 
pounds in your road tests. I would like ® 
know what is meant by foot-pounds and the 
effect they have on power and speed. & 
Shea, Milwaukee, Wis. 
ANSWER—Foot-pounds are a unit of meat 
ure of the amount of power exerted on 4 
lever or arm. Force is exerted on the axis 
or inner end of the arm. The outer end af 
the arm is attached to a scale reading if 
pounds. If the arm is 1 foot in length, the 
force exerted will give a direct reading 
foot-pounds. If the arm is 2 feet in length, 
the scale reading is doubled. Torque or the 
turning force of an engine is designated if 
foot-pounds. The higher the torque rating 
of an engine the greater is its ability to pre 
duce acceleration and pulling power. 


QUESTION—I have a ‘52 Cadillac whid 
is hard to start after standing when thot 
oughly warmed up. My carburetor and ign 
tion have been thoroughly checked. Can you 
give me any help on my hard-starting prob 
lem? D. Van Amburg, Gooding, Idaho. 
ANSWER—I suggest that you change to# 
late model carburetor of the non-percolating 
vented type, which has eliminated this pro# 
lem to a great extent. 


QUESTION—(One of many similar if 



















quiries): Your ’55 road test figures show 
the Ford to be slower at 0-60 and 50-80 
than the Plymouth, but faster in the quartet 
mile. How can this be possible? 

ANSWER—The Ford that made the quaf 
ter-mile run wes not the same car that wa 
used in the other acceleration tests. Altho 
it is not our usual practice to change horsé 
in midstream, we found that we had madé 
an error in our original quarter-mile rung 
and were forced to tepeat them with a dif} 


ferent Ford. | 
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ted if 


“a By popular demand—A new 1955 com- 


plete, illustrated Guide to every produc- 


whidlf tion car built in the world 
thot 
| ignk A virtual sellout of the 1954 Automotive Year Book 


‘0 YORE has proven the need for an annual publication cover- 











pag ing the activities of manufacturers all over the world. 
> to8 The new edition contains: 
lating 
prok 
%& FACTS 
%& SPECIFICATIONS 
*% PHOTOS 


%& PERFORMANCE DATA 


% PRODUCTION HIGHLIGHTS ON OVER 
100 DIFFERENT CARS 


Start your automotive 
yearbook collection now. 





Look for these informative Trend Books on your newsstand today! 


Other Trend Books now available 
HOT ROD ANNUAL, 1955 


Nearly 150 pages packed full of photos, diagrams 
and expertly written chapters—see how you can build 
your own chassis, boost engine horsepower—from 
simple street to full race modifications; details on 
safety features for your car; how to organize home- 
town drag strips plus a complete listing of official 
country-wide timing records. 


Plastic Cars: The book that shows you how to design 
and build, to your own design, a fiberglas car, boat, 
furniture and household items. Here is a guide to 
supply sources and facts on all current production 
cars. 


Classic Cars & Antiques: A collector's handbook on 
how to look for, buy and restore vintage cars. Inter- 
esting historical background on all classics plus a 
chapter on the development of the automobile. 144 
pages and 225 photos of over 100 different makes. 


Custom Cars 1955 Annual: A showcase of the 
country’s top ten customs revealing intimate construc- 
tion details and helpful ideas that you can use. A 
complete section on doing your own upholstery is 
worth the cost of the book alone. 





MAIL THIS COUPON NOW 


Trend Books 
5959 Hollywood Blvd., Los Angeles 28, Calif. 


Enclosed is $............ Le books at 85c each 
(including postage and handling). $1 in Canada. 
(_] Hot Rod 1955 Annual 

[_] Custom Cars 1955 Annual 

(_] Plastic Cars 

(_] Classic Cars & Antiques 

(_] Motor Trend Automotive Year Book 
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SMOG 


bring you a better car? 


What is smog? What causes it? 
What part does your car play? What is the 
automobile industry doing about it? 


UCH  FINGER-POINTING _ at 

your car is being done these days 
by the experts in the air pollution field. 
Smog, the popularized term given the eye- 
irritating, plant-destroying, vision-restrict- 
ing phenomenon, has attacked a consid- 
erable number of our cities of over 
100,000 population. Notably bothered are 
Los Angeles, Cleveland, New York, Cin- 
cinnati, Baltimore, and Philadelphia. 

The generally accepted theories and 
fact-finding research of such men as Dr. 

J. Haagen-Smit, highly regarded sci- 
entist in the chemistry field (Calif. In- 
stitute of Technology), have determined 
that smog comes from the action of the 
sun’s rays on airborne masses, the direct 
result of imperfect combustion processes, 
of thousands of tons of material. Major 
contributors to this conglomeration of or- 
ganic matter in our air are the smoke 
stacks of sprawling industries, the thou- 
sands of backyard incinerators, and the 
4-wheeled vehicles engulfing our streets 
—automobiles. 

Currently your car’s exhaust is being 
attacked vigorously as a major cause of 
smog because all available research indi- 
cates that 6 to 7 per cent of gasoline 
supplied to the engine comes out of the 
exhaust pipe unburned. This invisible, 
usually odorless material (hydrocarbons, 
organic acids, aldehydes, oxides of nitro- 
gen, and sulfur) is also found to be in 
smog samples. Hence the current thinking 
that getting rid of the unburned fuel from 
your car’s exhaust will solve a good por- 
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tion of our smog problem. Of course, this 
is not the only avenue of attack, as is 
readily acknowledged by such men as Dr. 
Lauren B. Hitchcock, head man of a com- 
petent technical staff organized to battle 
the problem in Los Angeles under the 
title of the Air Pollution Foundation. 
But “since the automobile is the largest 
single source for unburned hydrocarbons, 
it deserves special recognition as a smog 
contributor.” Unburned hydrocarbons are 
not the major air pollutants in the at- 
mosphere and there is no conclusive proof 
that the other materials do not contribute 
more to the smog problem than the auto- 
mobile does. 

The average car owner, told that’ he 
must do something about the contami- 
nants coming from his exhaust, will bris- 
tle, and rightfully so, if he is unduly 
penalized. He’s not going to like shelling 
out for some sort of gadget to remedy 
the situation, especially if it affects his 
car’s performance detrimentally. But if 
the engineering also improves his car, 
either in fuel economy or general effi- 
ciency, he’ll accept it. (True, he may do so 
as grudgingly as the industrialists accept 
smog citations, as a result of which they'll 
spend thousands of dollars remedying their 
particular problem. ) 

The automobile industry is cognizant 
of the role that your car plays in the 
smog problem, so much so that the 
Automobile Manufacturers’ Association is 
spending over $1 million in 1955 to con- 
duct research on it. General Motors and 


by Jim Potter 





some of the other manufacturers ha’ 
already worked on specific items. 
table lists a few of the remedies bei 
considered by the experts. 

Out of the haze that is smog may come 
some benefits, one of which may be an 
improved, more efficient automobile. 
Which goes to prove “every sweet has its 
sour; every evil its good.”* 


*"Compensation” —Ralph Waldo Emerson 

















| CATALYTIC CONVERTER 


Purpose is to convert unburned hydrocarbons into harmless carbon 
dioxide and water vapor. Extensive 20,000-mile tests now being 
made on one such device. Idea is to use these in smog areas only. 
To reduce | Tests indicate will not affect performance if no back pressure 
created. Presumably could require large amount of catalyst and/or 
smog frequent replacement. 


FUEL SHUT-OFF DEVICE 
| 














caused by Purpose is to limit or shut off fuel flow to carburetor during decelera- 
your Car tion, since over 60 per cent of unburned hydrocarbons leave ex- 
haust at this time. Could increase fuel economy. Being developed 

these by General Motors, Chrysler, and Ford Research. 








VACUUM LIMITER 


developments Purpose is to limit vacuum attained during deceleration by admit- 
are being ting additional air mixture to manifold (for same reason given 
above). Being developed by Big 3. 







considered | AFTERBURNER 


Purpose is to burn up unused hydrocarbons in exhaust through use 
of secondary burning chamber in exhaust system. Requires metals 
to withstand additional heat, shielding to prevent fire hazard, 
and usually an ignition device. 
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SmOG 


| en 


The backyard incinerator, industry, and 
your car are major contributors to smog 


One of a number of such devices de- 
signed to eliminate unburned hydrocar- 
bons found in automobile exhausts is 
this catalytic muffler (left). Developed 
by Eugene J. Houdry, it has a special 
catalyst which, by chemical action, 
changes the hydrocarbons into harmless, 
disposable carbon dioxide and vapor 





WALT WORON 
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MOTORISTS 


Keep permanent records of mileage, 
lodging, meals and other traveling 
expenses with the new... 


KEMPER DASH-LOG 











The new Kemper Dash-Log is designed to fit on 


any car dashboard with rubber suction cups, and 
uses standard width adding machine tape. Also 
adaptable for desk or office use. The Kemper 
Dash-Log enables the motorist to save valuable 
time by logging traveling expenses, etc., while in 
the car. Constructed of durable and sturdy die 
cast alloy and may be obtained in brown, green, 
gray, maroon and blue pastel shades. 


(Send cash, check or M.O.) Price, $7.50 Ppd. 
SALESMEN: log deductible expenses as 
they occur. 
VACATIONER: Keep an accurate record of 
vacationing, mileage and ho- 
tel expenses. 


DELIVERYMEN: Write notes, names and ad- 
dresses for next day referral. 


TRUCKDRIVERS: Record accurate mileage and 
indicate stops made. 


DEALERS—Write today on your letterhead. 


KEMPER MANUFACTURING COMPANY 
3917 Riverside Drive, Chino, California 





FULL PROTECTION! 
THE NEW 


BELL 
“500” 


HELMET 


Write today for 
information! 


Dealer inquiries invited 


BELL AUTO PARTS, 





INC. 
3633 Gage Ave., Bell 43, Calif. 















GRAND PRIX 
TOURS 


TOUR EUROPE WITH DUSTY MAHON 







Enjoy an exciting vacation touring France, Belgium, 
Germany, Switzerland, italy, Engiaad and ireland. By de- 
luxe Motor Coach, you'll be taken to all the racing cias- 
sics, automobile factories, and be introduced to all the 
local sports car clubs. Excellent hotel accommodations. 


Write for information and literature for all tours to: 












Dusty Mahon 
Larchmont Travel Agency. 
221 No. Larchmont Bivd.. 
Los Angeles 4, California 
Phone HO. 3-5689 








Drive a MorcaN- Fr gi ee 

STUDEBAKER =e cama 
eat nobody =f) ewe. better 
BOAST new rugged P a. 
economy, flashing get-away. Ge 
parts list, pics, hop-up info, tune-up tips all for 
50c with Double-Your-Money Certificate worth $1 
on buys. Tell whether for V8 or Champion. Write 


* FRANK MORGAN CO. Dept. 51-4 






and 
dust- 





CHAMP JON 
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Coll 'N' Swap 


copy limit of 25 words (not 
including name and address), first come, first served; 
we reserve the right to edit where necessary; we are 
not responsible for accuracy of description, although 
we will reject any misleading statements. This service 
is not open to commercial advertisers. No ads will be 
accepted tf payment is not made in advance and such 
communications will not be acknowledged. Only one 
CAR may be listed in any single Seli 'N’ Swap in- 
sertion. This limitation will not apply to parts, cata- 
logs, etc. The charge is $4 per insertion. If your 
car is unusual and you have a phoio of it suitable 
for publication, you may submit it with your ad. If 
we decide to print it there's no cost to you for the 
cut, but we'll have to decide which photos to use. 
Sorry, no photos can be returned.—Editor. 


SELL 


Requirements are’ 


"51 MARK V JAGUAR sedan (#628899), blue, 
red leather, 8-band radio. All manuals, spares: com- 
plete concours restoration 7000 miles ago. Bills 


available. $1850 firm. Fred H. Kenfield, 635 Fourth 
St., No., Se. Petersburg, Fla. Phone: 7-5155. 

‘53 MILLE MIGLIA FERRARI, 4.1 liter, 3 quad 
Webers, 2 magnetos. Exce’ ent condition; new brakes, 
clutch, tires, rear end. Spare parts. Three time 1st 
place show winner. No trades. $8000 F.O.B. factory. 
Edwards Engineering Co., So. San Francisco, Calif. 
LANCIA, B-20 Gran Turismo, maroon, latest type 
2-liter engine. Low mileage, finest condition. $500 
worth of spares. Consider trade. $3500. C. W. See 
Jr., Baldwinsville, N.Y. Phone: 1272. 

‘34 CADILLAC V8 SEDAN, Model 355D, good 
running condition, excellent body and chrome, wire 
wheels, vacuum boose mech. brakes. Best offer! 
Peter Baer, 4502 Pershing Rd., Downers Grove, Ill. 


‘41 CONTINENTAL convert., %54-race Mercury, 
chrome 15-in. wheels, Carson top, slightly custom. 
Will consider delivery. $675. Stickney, 49 Amherst 
Dr., Massapequa, L.I., N.Y. 

‘24 PACKARD roadster, rumble seat, good condi- 
tion, new paint, good tires. Picture 25c. A'so new, 


used Ford T parts, lamp, bulb, horn. Lin Downing, 
880 Maple Grove, Tomah, Wis. 

‘16 COLE V8, 4-pass. Cloverleaf; recent mechanical 
overhaul; new Firestone tires. Requires thorough ex- 
terior restoration, upholstering, some fender work. 
Body good. Pics 25c. $775. C. W. Hauck, 5915 
Miami Ave., Cincinnati 27, Ohio. 

‘27 BUICK STANDARD 6-cyl. 4-dr. sedan; origi- 
nal owner; sound, solid body, tires; engine recently 
overhauled; limited local use. ‘26 and ‘28 Buick 
Service Manual included. Best offer. George L. Ren- 
froe, 108 Juanita St., Columbus, Miss. 

‘31 PLYMOUTH coupe with rumble seat; good con- 


dition, will go anywhere, car is complete; second 
owner. New battery, hydr. brakes, free wheeling. 
$150. K. R. Krueger, 5345 W. North Ave., Chi- 


cago, Ill. 

‘50 FORD convertible, radio, heater, overdrive; new 
Royal Master ww’s. 2000 miles on balanced %4 
Offenhauser engine; duals, safety belts. Clean, orig- 
inal, fast. $900. James Grushon, 3469 McLaughlin 
ve., Los Angeles. EXbrook 7-7262. 
‘35 DESOTO Airflow, 4-dr., overdrive. Completely 
restored, beautifui, original uph., recently overhauled, 


repainted Excellent throughout; defies description. 
Photos 25c. $800. Ira M. DeWalt Jr., 228 4th 
St., Ainsworth, Neb. 

‘54 PORSCHE COUPE, purchased art factory. All 
accessories. Less than 4000 miles. $1000 below 
original cost. ng R. Mack, 852 N. Holmes St., 
Memphis 2, 

>. SUNBEAM. "TALBOT sports sedan; blue with 


beige leather; 21,600 miles and excellent condition; 
sacrifice for quick sale. $1595. G. A. Erbeck, 2154 
F Avenue N.E., Cedar Rapids, Ia. 

30 DUESENBERG, Rollston body, excellent run- 
ning condition. newly overhau'ed, $2500. Available 
in Miami, F a. Write: Se-y Dobronyi, J #501, Apt. 
38, Vedado, Havana, 


Cuba. 
‘26 ROLLS-ROYCE PHANTOM PREWSTER sedan, 
completely oriz 


nal. new pa‘nt, top; engine rebuilt, 





6 new tires; 2nd owner. Drive anywhere, best offer 
a= $2000. 


gg 30 R. J. Kieran, 3782 Appleby Cr., 
ita 
CLASSIC CAR SALES CATALOGS: Packard, Chry- 


sler, Lincoln, Cadillac, Pierce-Arrow, orphan and 
foreign cars; minimum $5 each. Also MoToR 
(N.Y.) Annual numbers; details for large stam 

addressed envelope. Twohy, 400 N en- 


more, Los Angeles. 


39 ESSEX SUPER 












CHRIS-CRAFT ‘ SPEEDBOAT, 25-ft. Sportsman # 31 C 
model, Scripps marine engine, 225. hp, excellent § wheels 
condition, cost $7500. Sell or swap. for late model miles. 
wig Mk. VII or other sports car. D. W. Ryan, | $1000 
O. Box 5006, Houston, Texas. | S., Ca 
AUSTIN & AMERICAN BANTAM owners; haye | '37 Cl 
purchased entire Bantam stock on the West Cogs § one of 
Owner's manuals available, $2.25 each. Inquiries ly 
invited. Lou Asher, 5301 Valley Blvd., Los Angeles, 00 
ATTENTION EMBLEM COLLECTORS: limited | LLOYT 
quantity American Bantam emblems available | cooled 
Chrome letters on 3 different color backgrounds, 3 | wheel : 
same or assorted colors for $2 pp. Lou Asher, 530] | A. € 
Valley Blvd., Los Angeles. Ana, C 
SMALL CAR BUILDERS, Bantam parts available, } ‘53 N 
windshield frame, fenders, axles, hubs, drums, brack. | mileage 
ets, steering, etc. Lou Asher, 5301 Valley Blvd, | green, 
Los Angeles. $2750. 
°33, MORGAN 3-wheeler J.A.P. 1100 cc water § Tenn. 
cooled V2 engine. Concours condition, can be driven § 05 W. 
anywhere. Excellence award, ‘54 Motor Revue, § der Op! 
Sacrifice, $1295. Bud Wittenberg, 622 N. Oak 
hurst Dr., Beverly Hills, Calif. 
‘13 FORD touring, restored brass radiator, carbide 
headlights, brass sidelights, brass windshield mounr 
top and boot; runs good. Must sell. $650. 1 Bab 


Schwendeman, Kamrar, Iowa. 

'34 BUICK 90 sedan, twin sidemounts, 
heater. Finish and engine good, interior ex 
Selling to pay school bills. Make offer. Robert } 










Stone, Jr., Carthage College, Carthage, IIl. ‘ 
'36 PACKARD V-12 convertible sedan, Didi 
aluminum body, excellent thruout. Powerful, 


low; Bijur lubrication. Priced to sell. Robert 
Braun, 4860 Indian Trail, Saginaw, Mich. 
'°36 FORD ROADSTER, partly restored, all moving 
parts new; hydraulic brakes, mild conversion, new 
top, ww’'s; fiery red. $800. <ex on request. Joan 
McKinney, Box 2541, Carmel, 
‘48 LINCOLN CONTINENTAL hesdion: — 
transmission, clutch rebuilt; fenders leaded 
body. Always kept in fine repair. Deep leven 
blue. Running weil. $2000. S. N. Ozier, 1025 W. 
Market St., Akron 13, Ohio 
CUSTOM SPORTS CAR peseindile built by Fred 
Bodley, late MT Tech. Ed. Ford components, en- 
tirely rebuilt L-head Ford V8. Plastic body, custom 
interior. 80 original miles, not raced. Perfect. Best 
offer over $2000. Don Fell, 5959 Hollywood Blvd. 
Los Angeles.. 
°30 CADILLAC V-16 4-dr. sedan, 6 wire wheels; 
— condition; needs paint. $300. Jack Spiegel, 
211 Chestnut St., Philadelphia 7. \ 
SIX coach, excellent condition; 
























25,000 original miles; small leak in radiator; new os 
er with manual, $125. W. P. Eyberg, & 4 
Clair 


Mo. 
‘25 WILLYS- KNIGHT 6 4-dr. sedan, mech. exg: 
cellent; original paint; body and upholstery excep 
tional; extra tires. First $160 drives away. Delive 
100 miles. Al Schiess, Chatsworth, N.J. 
‘20 FORD TOURING, complete and in excellen 
shape; perfect for restoration. Under a and no 
run = 1937. $100. Pictures 25¢. . Henry} 
Box Copperas Cove, Texas. 
24 FORD TOURING, complete, with rear section 
removed; no dents; excellent for hot rod body or 
pickup. $35. J. B. Henry, Box 212, Coppi 
Cove, Texas. 
SIMCA 8 SPORT convertible, beautiful aluminum 
Farina body, newly painted dark green; radio, heater, 
4 new ww tires, special fullview top. $1500. R. ?. 
Brown, Jr., 8729 Montgomery Ave., Philadelphia 7. 
'48 CONTINENTAL convertible, original condition, 
40,000 miles; light green; new Royal Master tires; 
chrome beautiful Best offer considered over ‘ 
J. A. Henzler, 1316 South Side Ave., N.S., Pitts 
burgh, Pa. 
'46 LINCOLN CONTINENTAL hardtop, with a 
Cadillac engine installed by McBar, Peru, Ind. Low} 
mileage; excellent condition; $1895. John Keck, 
527 Main St., Mt. Vernon, Ind. 
°27 STUDEBAKER DICTATOR 6-cyl. coupe, ¢ 
inal, excellent condition, pigskin — f 

























age, g paint, tires. Pest offer over 
this rare antique car. W. A. Roszkowski II, 
17th St., Racine, Wis 


'°35 CADILLAC V-12 Fleetwood town sedan; 
fine; uph. good; new paint; 2 new tires. $600. J. 
Kuns, 2475 W. Washington Blvd., Los Angel 
SINGER SM-1500 ROADSTER. Purchased new 
*54, only 7000 miles, excellent condition. 
Webb, 2635 23rd St., San Francisco. 
ALLARD JR., streamlined, lightweight t 
frame adapts to any American engine. Equ 
300-hp Cadillac, dual-range racing Hydra-Matic, 
fins. De Dion Hallibrand. Excellent condition, 
parts. Lt. _ Reade Tilley, Bldg. A-105, SAC 
cake, 

PAIR EDMUNDS 8 to 1 ratio aluminum heads fe 
Ford '51 to "53. Used 6 months. Good as new. $54N, 
f.o.b. Leo E. Wankel. Beardstown, III. ’ 
*53 CHEVROLET custom hardtop. Length added 
dual exhausts; frenched DeSoto tail lights; Ponti 
side trim; visible spare. Write for complete infora 
tion and picture. Dennis Eichstardt, 418 S. Peas 





St., Knox, Ind. 
'32 PLYMOUTH 4-cyl. rumbleseat roadster, baby 
classic; runs well, needs final finishing; fold 


windshield, good — battery. Best offer over $2 
R. Weller, 620 Deodar Ave., Oxnard, Calif. 
EYE-CATCHING MODEL T FORD coupe. Get 
on the fun of owning an a 2 car. Send $1 
iw for wong aoe details. . F. Larson, Bo 

‘semen ce 


40 LINCOLN CONTINENTAL one g00 
tires, good top, g engine (modified ' ‘ord P 
Good car. $1150. T. S. Williams, 3504 N . 200Ptinceton, } 


Waco, Texas. 













































>ortsman | 31 CHRYSLER IMPERIAL town sedan; 5 wire ~ nf E a4 
excel; wheels; original paint, upholstery; 47,000 original g — 
e — giles. Runs like new; owner; fine classic for e Inest in IS in touc 
/. Ryan, | $1000 or highest offer. D. R. Bennett, 8 Church 
*} §, Cambridge, Md. 
ts; have | '37 CHRYSLER AIRFLOW sedan convertible; only = 
t one of kind; 78,000 original miles; restored com- 
inquiries pletely except_well-running engine. Nice classic for RHEE 
Angeles, § $600. D. R. Bennett, 8 Church St., Cambridge, Md. eet 
limited | LLOYD 4-PASS. COUPE, 2-stroke, 2-cylinder, air- ‘ — 
vailable. | cooled engine; 13 hp; 52 miles per gallon; front- o 
vunds, 3 | wheel drive. Recently imported from Germany. New, 
r, 5301 | Al. saleaees Davis, 15252 Harbor Blvd., Santa 
Ana, Calif. 
vailable, | ‘53 NASH-HEALEY convertible, 1 owner, low 
s, brack. | mileage, never raced, showroom condition, light 
y Blvd, | green, tan leather, tonneau cover, other accessories. 
"| $2750. Joe Williams, 42214 Union Ave., Knoxville, 
. | Teno. 
e driv 05 WAYNE TOURING, genuine antique; 2-cylin- 
Revue, | der opposed engine; chain drive; 30 mph. Restored 
N. Oak. : : 
carbide 
mount, 
0. Bob 
«lig You'll find Stewart-Warner instru- panels ready to install—or a com- 
bene 4 ments and panels on the finest cus- plete line of individual instruments 
Dies tom jobs. And there’s good reason! for your custom panel. These are the 
il, . 
bert Stewart-Warner automotive in- instruments you'll be proud to own 
struments have earned their reputa- and that you _ trust—the perfect 
tion as the most dependable in the finishing touch! 
engine,| showroom condition. Very rare. Photos 25¢. J. world. And the line is complete. The “Hollywood’ 
ed into | Wiznuk, Stonewall, Man., Canada. _ : There are instruments to tell you Holds speedometer and tachometer and choice 
lavender |HUBCAPS, 200 different. Some in sets of 4. List : * b .. mas i ules 6 
025. W. | lor stamped sgnvelope or 5¢. General lise collector's everything you want to know about of any s aK pee oa has oles “4 
items 15¢. . McMillan, 841 ower, Washing- our car’s performance. starter button, light switch, ignition switch. 
hig b | MODEL T FORD TOURING. New paint, up- . S te ff ] Over-all iength 15”, 746” high. In choice of 
grr holstery, tires and tubes; rebuilt engine complete in tewart- eed offers complete mahogany, engine turned, black wrinkle or 
ct. Bae Beals. First $950. yourh A. Silvestri, 63 flexibility—a choice of assembled black lined chrome finish. 
d Blvd. , ey ot., Buffalo, od. 
']| 4 PIERCE-ARROW 8 5-pass. salon sedan, power 
Pek i dic in daily use Mast ell $375. Gay recucal ong ag gp ag to set speed A 
"Fon, itsell St., Palo Alto, Calif. shop for fhe new Stewart-Warner os RNHER 
00.138 CADILLAC MODEL 65, excellent mechanical i STEWART W 
ndition 1c c catalog of instruments for Hot Rods 
or: ae ition; original lustrous finish; no scratches, d Cust c ee 
<a dents, or rust. Upholstery, carpeting, interior like Gnd VUsOMm ars, Instrument Division, Dept. M-45 
, thea an Thompson, 1438 W. Liberty 1840 Di Park Chicago 14 illinois 
: . Hubbard, io. iversey Parkway, 
ech. €x 33 AUBURN V-12 conv. phaeton, completely re- : : 
 Delivg ; showroom condition; over $4000 invested; 
a sepesic sole: tof 5 caliection. $3500. Jack Furst, 
-xcelleny cmndview Dr., Peoria, Ill. : ; 
31 CORD L-29 sedan, Concours d'Elegance condi- 
- N08 ion; new engine, chrome, lacquer, top fabric, cee BIG eee NEW eee 
entyt overs, safety glass, etc. A show car. I. G. Nichols, 
. Bit, 429 Robeson _- Champaign, Ill. 
soar 40 CONTINENTAL hardtop, good Mercury engine, 
po Bo _ tires, — _—— driving lights, good 
: chrome. eeds paint and some work. $275 or F) Color, 
_ ecrcie. Downing, 244 Livingstone Ave., New + + + Speed Equipment Catalog in ™ 
NSWICK, «Je + Hy + 
heatet. ig LINCOLN CONTINENTAL, black hardtop, ex- Action pictures, tune-up hints, the very 
). R. P.Fallent condition thruout; V-12 rebuilt 10,000 miles “hi * aa 
inhi I . original upholstery, Naugahyde covers. Best latest i-performance equipment from 
ete louis 17, _— E. O. Kraft, 2019 Se. Clair, Se. the nation’s leading manufacturers. Send 
e148 MG, RIGHT-HAND DRIVE. 2000 miles since 
Pitts = oo = “¥ manifold and carbs; good 25¢ for your copy... TODAY! 
_ thy machine; stands me over $1500. Sell for 
vith 5113700. Roland Kelly, 78 Sylvan St., Danvers, Mass. 
id. Lowi'}4 AUBURN V-12 speedster, clean, rare; 20 
K.mnufactured in '34; new headlights, top, horns; o 











SPECIAL OFFER . . . WHILE THEY LAST! SAVE UP TO $25.00 


COMPLETE Dual Exhaust System 
with Dual Headers and Dual Muf- 
flers . . . (from famous maker) 
For Any Model FORD V-8 ... 
1942 thru 1954... Only $49.95 




















gine completely overhauled; it will drive any- 
Mivhere. $1600. Charles Arlington, 10749 Kling St., 
4N. Hollywood, Calif. 
ded 33 AUBURN 8-105 sedan, sidemounts, six 6-ply 
adde lures, 2-speed axle, chassis lubricator, engine just 
fou overhauled; original upholstery excellent; needs paint- 
S. 










SUMAR “Safety Seat Belts’ includes 
BELTS for TWO people, ALL “‘tie- 
down” fittings, full instructions, in 6 
popular colors. Complete as shown 
ONLY $16.95 postpaid in U.S.A, 


SUMAR SPEED EQUIPMENT | 


ing, rechroming. Best offer. F. C. Townsend, Route 
5, Durham, N.C. 

33 REO FLYING CLOUD convertible coupe, 
iodel 25, Self-Shifter transmission, basically sound 
complete but needs restoration. Best offer. F. C. 
ownsend, Route 5, Durham, 
MODEL T FORD owners: new and used lights, 
Wheels, radiators, chassis, engine and body parts, 
. ““T-Model Tommy,” Box 150, 
i, Oshkosh, Wis. . 

36 CHEVROLET coupe, 39,200 miles; excellent 
e ition; new engine; original paint; no dents or 
rd St; good tires; $325 or bese offer. Wayne Hoover, 
2 inceton, Mo. 
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AUTOMOTIVE PRINTS 
Limited Edition 


Ares de Sakhnoffsky, automotive 
stylist and industrial designer, and 
ESQUIRE MAGAZINE contributor, 
has just completed his first portfolio 
of automotive prints in 4 colors. These 
drawings depict a 1906 Ford Model N 
runabout, a 1913 Henderson coupe, a 
1953 Mercedes-Benz cabriolet, and a 
1954 Bentley sport saloon...all from a 
private motorcar collection. 


Collector's items, they are numbered, 
printed on fine cover paper, enclosed 
in a presentation folio, protected by an 
outer envelope, and the whole packed 
in a shipping folder. The price— 
$10.50, postpaid. Framing size, 9”x 14”. 
Send your check or money order to 


ARTHUR G. RIPPEY 
2525 E. Exposition Ave., Denver 9, Colorado. 


(Watch for future de Sakhnoffsky portfolios) 





r “1 
g RESTORE LEATHERS AND PLASTICS \ 


“NUAGANE” 


leather Lacquer 
*“PeVeC”’ 


Plastic Lacquer 


Fadeless — Flexible — Waterproof — 


Write for information and free color chart 


GRAYS HARBOR MOTORS 


l 
! 
j COLORS TO CHOOSE FROM 
i 
I 


First & G Streets, Aberdeen, Washington | | 


DISTRIBUTOR U.S. 
Except Ore., Calif., Nev 


ohn Gon on oe ae on 


Lo 





Acclaimed by thousands of 
stock, hot rod and customizing enthu- 
siasts as the welder of 1001 uses. 
Easily operated from properly wired 
110 volt AC or DC line. The =— 
gift with a life-long use 
today on 10 day money back FER. 


Torch and a 
sories . . 
handle all peut 
craft work. 
Literature on larger equipment on request 
FOUR-WAY WELDER COMPANY 
1810 South Federal St., Chicago 16, Illinois, Dept. F27-D 





=", DICE ¢ CARDS | 


? Perfect Dice, 
Magic Dice, Mag- 
ic Cards— AD 

E BACKS — 

, Daubs, Po- 
ker Chips, Gam- 
ing Layouts, Dice 
Counter 


bo: 
CATALOG TODAY. 


K. C. CARD CO., 847 S$. Wabash Av., Chicago, Ill. 
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SELL (Continued) 


'32 DUESENBERG J town car, 15 coats black 
lacquer; engine completely rebuilt; "55 tag; ready 
to drive. $1600. Terms to responsible Oklahoman. 
pA Matt, 1106 Medical Arts Bldg., Tulsa 3, 


Okla 

“ar *ROLLS-ROYCE sedan, all original parts; in re- 
storable condition. Will sell in complete unit or the 
parts you want. C. Backer, 1140 Pamela Dr., 
Cincinnati 30, Ohio 

‘54 EDWARDS AMERICA 
coupe, ‘53 Lincoln engine, 


sports car, hardtop 
205-hp, Hydra-Matic 


transmission; 107-in. wheelbase, ww's. $5500 f.o.b. 
Edwards Engineering Co., Butler Rd. and Industrial 
Way, So. San Francisco, Calif. 

3-71 GMC BLOWER. Crankshaft drive. Manifolds, 
two ‘52 Cad carburetors, 1 hour use, good condi- 
tion. $250. Edwards En, ineering Co., Butler Rd. 
and Iadustrial Way, So. San Francisco, Calif. 

‘39 STUDEBAKER conv. touring sedan (stock). 
Only 17 built. Excellent shape, low mileage; worth 
over $1000 Will sacrifice for $750 cash. Al Benson, 
3 McCormick St., San Francisco, Calif. 

"51 RILEY, 2'4-liter drophead, new black top, black 
paint, ww’'s. Many extras including Lucas Flame 
Thrower lights, parts and tools. Best offer. Arthur 
B. Leak, Long Hill Rd.. Oakland, N.J. 
BREWSTER-PACKARD 8, showroom condition, 
town car, 5 were built. $2000. Consider trade for 
classic sports: Cadillac, Packard, Rolls, or best offer. 
R. A. Graham, Venice, Fila. 

‘29 OLDSMOBILE 2-dr., 19,000 miles, original 
upholstery; paint like new; no rust spots; good tires 
and heater. Used every day. Best cash offer. En- 
tringer’s Service Station, 1035 Indiana Ave., Ske- 
boggan, Wis. 

K-3 ALLARD, '54 Cadillac engine, superb condition, 
low mileage, original owner, never raced. Borrani 
wire wheels, 2 custom tops, radio, heater, other 
extras. R. H. Forward, 9470 Santa Monica Blvd., 
Beverly Hills, Calif. 

‘38 PACKARD 12 cabriolet by Brunn, prizewinner, 
excellent condition, 39,000 original miles. Silver- 


plated interior hardware; eiderdown cushions. Best 
offer over $2000. A. E. G. Sellers, Box 137, Rad- 
nor, Pa. 
MERCEDES-BENZ Type 230, Model B, 4-pass. con- 
vertible, aluminum body, sidemounts. Excellent 
thruout; fine engine. Pictures on request. Can drive 
anywhere. Best offer over $900. L. L. Ault, 114 W. 
College, Crawfordsville, Ind. 
‘37 CADILLAC Model 75 limousine, mechanically 
excellent; immaculate thruout; black; ww’s, radio, 
heater. $400 or best offer. R. Pinto, 272 Brewster 
St., Bridgeport, Conn. 
DUAL QUAD MANIFOLD for '51 to '53 Olds 88; 
used 3 months, $50. Also ‘50 Chevrolet cylinder 
head milled 60, valves and springs complete. Also 
rear end, 5 wheels and tires. S. F. Northcott, 1204 
N. Birney St., Bay City, Mich. 
‘41 CONTINENTAL convertible, new tires, trans- 
mission; ‘50 Lincoln engine (cracked block); body 
good shape; easily restorable. Best offer over $650. 
M. R. Co'ee, Ventura Horel, Ashland, Ky. 
‘13 OVERLAND, speedster-type body, 4 new tires; 
90 per cent restored; have parts to complete restora- 
tion; lots of brass. $1500. Trailer also for sale. W. 
J. Alexander, 309 N. Sheridan, Alexandria, Ind. 
‘27 ROLLS-ROYCE PHANTOM I Brewster town 
car: engine excellent, body solid, needs paint, 6 
new tires; drive anywhere now. $750. J. F. Hagen, 
Highland Park, Celina, Ohio. 
‘36 FORD deluxe Tudor (no trunk), original and 
in mint condition, 40,000 miles, not even a scratch. 
$330 or best offer. N. B. Clark, Box 2364, Denver, 
olo. 
‘48 LINCOLN CONTINENTAL coupe, Brewster 
green, completely original; excellent condition; 
47,000 miles; garage kept; fully equipped. Must sell 
immediately; $2850. K. R. Cook, 2150 Maple Rd., 
Homewood, Ill. 
'34 CADILLAC 6-wire-wheel classic, immaculate 
condition, original paint, rechromed; late Cadillac 
engine, loaded for pe i column shift; impres- 
sive beauty that really moves. L. Haubert, 2098 Mis- 
sion St., San Francisco. 





°33 AUBURN 8-105 brougham; engine oyerhay 
dual rear; car‘ needs work; plenty good para; 
body; solid; not running; best offer takes it. Ep 47 
Kriszat, 6025 Rising Sun Ave., Philadelphia, like 
’41 CADILLAC 4-door conv. phaeton, yellow, ip 
terior like new, ww's, in daily use, beautiful dash 
nice radio, heater, spotlight. $725. W. Dillard, 
Wigwam, Litchfield Park, Ariz. 
CHRYSLER V8, almost complete; in good shape 
chrome. Many parts new and modified; hot. 
over $850 in parts. Never run. $600 or offer, e 
liam C. Brown, 528 Wyanoke Ave., Baltimore, Mj 
’40 PACKARD SUPER 8 4-dr. convertible. Les 
than 500 miles on overhaul; new top; body in exe 
lent condition; no rust or dents. Walter R. Bak 
1800 Germantown Rd., Middletown. Ohio. 
‘21 MARMON 7-PASS. TOURING, model 34, «& 
cellent mechanical condition; new Firestone 
tubes, paint; photo on request. $1200 f.o.b. G 
cinnati 27, Ohio. 
‘28 PACKARD 7-PASS. LIMOUSINE, new top aj 
chrome; mechanically good condition; needs upho 
stery. Will sacrifice, $435; need space. Pictures 25 
Paul Cole, 711 Hay Ave., Los Angeles 22. 
'39 PACKARD SUPER 8 club coupe; overdtin 
1100 miles since engine, transmission overhaul; som 
fender work needed, otherwise excellent condition ; 
$400. Gil Van Derkar. 186 W. Cambridge &, 
Alliance, Ohio. é 
CLASSIC CAR ADS, mainly mint; many very me 
Lists, '26-'31 and '32-'42. General list of collectoy#: 
items. Any list tae W. McMillan, 8412 Flows, 
Washington 12, D. 
AUBURN-CORD CLASSICS, buy, sell, trade. 
selection, including supercharged speedster. Will 
Cord hubcaps, transmissions, blowers; Auburn di 
ferentials, crankshafts, instrument panels. Aub 
Cord Classics, Box 3104, Sta. A, Pasadena, Cali WA 
CROSLEY, complete chassis and running gear; almos] 
new ‘50 cast-iron engine, new springs, kingpins, #§AMPH 
buile mechanical brakes. Ideal for building iB picture 
sports car. $115. O. Saalborn, 200-18 33rd AvBimport 
Bayside, N. Y. Forest, 
°36 CHRYSLER 4-door Imperial model C-10, radigf'13 O 
heater, overdrive, vacuum brakes, good tires, liiegsyle i 
guards, spotlites, original black paint. Very clemi westerr 
$700. Jack Stephenson, 3153 Indiana Ave., SouliiHealds' 
Gate, Calif. 0 TI 
’40 BUICK CENTURY 4-door convertible. coupe, 
sidemount, semi-classic model; stored 6 years; OtSnd c 
inal; excellent running condition; Royal M for lez 
leather interior, radio, heater. $250. W. C. Arm@valley, 
strong, 26670 Latigo Shore Dr., Malibu, Calif. (CROSL 
'37 DAIMLER 3)4-liter straight 8, sunshine [0B ire Vy 
blue upholstery, walnut trim, 4-speed preselea Mane 5] 
gear, fluid drive, booster brakes. $825. Will furni oR. | 
photo, 25¢ W. Walker, 64 Highland A 34.40 
Toronto 5, Canada. Good 
SPECIAL INTEREST CHRYSLER Town and Couti sie qi. 
try convertible, stored 2 years, 26,000 miles, Binge, 
Cherry red. Could be a showpiece. Best offer tak "$1 NY 
Leonard Peterson, 311 S. Winnebago St., Rockfo iad pri 
5 answere 


DORT 
cylinder 





Willo 


SWAP 


‘38 PACKARD 12 conv. sed.; body good, engiifline 3, 
well above average, dependable. Want °34 modi§DUESE) 
same body style or what have you? Inquiries mmphoto a 
swered. J. A. Weston, 1830 Jackson St., San Frags. 9th § 
cisco 9. 46-48 
CADILLAC PARTS; '49-'51 heads, manifolds ( stdjchrome 
& dual), headers, Cad. to Ford transmission adapitgpaint u 
Hydra-Matic flywheel; carburetors, etc. 12 in. x ljfor cou 
in. brakes with Alfin drums. Dave Fogg, 11204 Laplair, \ 
Steilacoom Dr., Tacoma, Wash. WATER 
JAGUAR PARTS, XK-120: ‘52 stock head ation whe 
jm $100, never used since complete overhaul; @!, Hutc! 
4 S. U. carburetors, $75; complete distributor DILL 
coil used 1 month, $35. Offer or trade for o@@Muse be 
XK parts. R. F. Leighter, 3935 Main St., rice to 
City, Mo. kwoo 
‘09 CADILLAC bucket seat roadster, copper jagl32 LIN 
engine, good conversion job, sound all thru, Siomplete 
use ftrone, 

Pe eB 
HON o: 
Dianz 
» Mo. 
7 OR 
t cK 
fluding 
nald } 
g Sc., 
4-C) 
red; ar 

Best offer or prefer trade for top-nogpide gen 
Davis. D 
Long 
DLIC 
ok cov 
dillac, 
dlumbus 
s, Ohic 
OW SO 
Ormation 
ell f 


tures $1. 
classic. E. Pfannebecker, Latham, N. Y. 

‘26 PACKARD 8 touring; ex-Peck collection; @ 
pletely rebuilt engine; new top, paint, plating, wit] 
Fast, peppy, rare, distinguished. $1000; might 1 
on MG. E. M. Harrington, Copley, Ohio. 

'39 LINCOLN K V-12 sedan, all-aluminum be 
original paint. Upholstery, tires, engine exce 
Drive anywhere. $595 or swap for good converti 
touring, etc. b in Whitmore, 103 Whitmore Rd., 
Syracuse, N. 

54 TAGUAR. XK- 120-M coupe, immaculate, 
4000 miles, chrome wire wheels, duals, ww, 
blue. $3700 or take immaculate classic in « 
make offer. Gene Leon, 306 S. Washington 
Bloomfield, Iowa. 


47 CHRYSLER CROWN IMPERIAL, condition 
like new thruout; has everything for luxury ride. 
: Best offer over $700. May consider trade, what have 
tiful dash you to offer? Edwin Aman, 2534 Lee Ave., El 
illard, Monte, Calif. 
31 PACKARD 8 sports roadster, new top, new 
0d shape vellow paint, renickeled; good tires, runs well. $375 
or or would trade for diamond. C. H. Billman, 
2109 High St., Logansport, Ind. 
§2 JAGUAR ‘MK. VII, clean thruout. Sell $1800 
. or swap for MG and cash or what have you? F. 
Y 10 Cx pisher, Box 123, Buffalo 2i, N.Y. 

Back, 31 OLDS 4-door, sidemounts, exterior trunk in 
excellent condition. $100 or would consider trade 
of some kind for antique guns. F. Fisher, Box 123, 
SE Buffalo 21, <. 

f.0.b. Gell 49 LINCOLN-ZEPHYR sedan, immaculate interior, 
5 nearly new 8.20 x 16 Firestone ww’s; original 
W top ani ewea 43,000 miles; $335 or trade for lighter 
5 ar. W. L. Timms, 107 7th St., Watkins Glen, N. Y. 
‘tures 25 4 CONTINENTAL CONVERTIBLE V8 Mercury 
2. ce engine; car in fair condition; will sell for cash 
or swap for late model car or station wagon. Lloyd 
Jarrell, Plymouth, Ind. 

"9g WILLYS-KNIGHT sedan, 6-cylinder silent 
sleeve valve engine. Runs well; new maroon and 
cream finish. $300 or what have you? Jack Barnes, 
407 E. Washington, Tipton, Ind. 

35°PACKARD SUPER 8, Dietrich victoria club 
convertible. Original, mechanically sound, excellent 
thruout. Owned till Auguste by Russell Packard. 
$1250 or trade for Rolls. A. A. Hamilton, 1615-A 
Willow St, Hendersonville, N. C 














































WANTED 


AMPHIBIOUS ARMY JEEP; complete information, 
pictures and price. Preferably in Midwest, but not 
important. R. C. Mork, 1199 Edgewood Rd., Lake 
Forest, Ill. 

-10, radf'13 OR EARLIER MODEL T FORD; any body 
i lism style in restorable condition. Must be located in 
western states. C. L. Corson, Re. 2, Box 239A 
Healdsburg, Calif. 

30 THRU '38 PACKARD SUPER 8 convertible 
coupe, victoria, 5-pass. sedan, phaeton; prefer 1934. 
Send complete description, price, photo. Will pay 
for leads. David Travis, 317 Karen Way, Mill 
Valley, Calif. 

CROSLEY ROADSTER in Ark., La., Tex., or Miss. 
‘maca. With or without competition equipment. Also 
want speed ae send price, complete details 
oR. W. Traber, P. O. Box 5, Natchitoches, La. 
‘4-40 PACKARD 4-dr. conv. or other big car. 
condition; reasonable. Full details. Reason- 
— Burke Casari, 2401 E Street, Lincoln, 


wi, NASH-HEALEY roadster; complete description 
price first. Letter, picture if possible. All letters 
answered. R. Schaffner, 3160 2nd Ave., Detroit 1. 
DORT TOURING CAR: any year. Would prefer 4 
cylinder. Robert F. Mumford, 1497 S. Belsay Rd., 
jomflint 3, Mich. 
DUESENBERG J OR JS; anything considered. Send 
photo and details in first letter. J. M. Karle, 806 
8. 9th St., Se. Joseph, Mo. 

46-48 LINCOLN standard club coupe; interior, 
hrome excellent, sound condition. Engine, tires, 
on adapmmpaint unimportant. Will trade "50 Cosmopolitan 
in. x lgfor coupe and cash. Wallace Solberg, Box 155, 
Blair, Wis. 

WATER PUMP for model J Duesenberg or informa- 






































head lon where we may obtain one. W. H. Maupin, RR 

yverhaul; #l, Hutchinson, Kan. 

ributor DILLAC SHOP MANUAL for '39, ‘41, °48. 

' for 0 lust be complete and in good condition. Quote 

St., fice co W. Sydney Fisher, 116 N. Woodlawn Ave., 

; kwood, Mo. 

pper ji 2 LINCOLN V-12 engine, model KB. Will buy 

Wmplete engine or parts. Any condition. A. J. 


thru, 
. trone, 6243 Cottage St., Philadelphia 35. 
’ MANUALS, CATALOGS OR INFORMA- 
NON on: ‘14 Maxwell Ovaltype, "18 Saxon, ‘20 
, ‘28 Moon Aerotype; location of any Moon 
ene. Max Crask, 8830 Airport Rd., Berkeley 
0. 
7 OR '28 LASALLE roadster; need not be in 
t condition. Give complete details of condition 
fluding changes made from original. State price. 
n ; Ng Cole, Columbus Motor Car Co., 600 E. 
, Columbus, Ohio. 
Scvieoen CADILLAC, restored or unre- 
d; any leads appreciated. Also, round brass car- 
de generator for 1910 Cadillac, prefer Gray & 
Mavis. D. J. Cole, Columbus Motor Car Co., 600 
ction; am Long St., Columbus, Ohio. 


r top-ny 


ing, Wifl#HEADLIGHTS for ‘22 model 61 Cadillac. Vacuum 
aoe nk covers and/or vacuum tanks for ‘30 V-16 

dillac, also clock and speedometer. D. J. Cole, 
num bo™@olumbus Motor Car Co., 600 E. Long St., Colum- 


> excel , Ohio. 

converti@@OW SOCKETS for 1910 model 30 Cadillac or in- 
ore Rd.,Mormation on anyone capable of making them. Fen- 
Herwell front fenders for ‘39 60 Special. D. J. 
ulate, ole, Columbus Motor Car Co., 600 E. Long St., 
_ WwW, (lumbus, Ohio. 

c in OMAUBURN SEDAN PARTS for '32 8-100, °35 653. 
ungton d parts for ‘40 Cadillac V-16 or sell for parts. 
0 LaSalle, excellent condition, two sidemounts. 
berr Prudhomme, 1530 London Rd., Duluth, 
inn. 
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MILE-O-METER “Custom” 
ABSOLUTELY FREE! 





SEND 
@ cae HALL ENGINEERING INC. 
DEPT. M-45, NORTH HAMPTON, N. H. 


YES! Send me the new ( ) $14.95 or ( ) $9.95 
Mile-O-Meter ‘‘CUSTOM'' postage prepaid! I'll 


NOTHING! 






z examine and test the ‘‘Custom'' for 7 full days! 
< At the end of that time, I'll simply send payment 
2 or return the instrument! 
“ 
re} Name wilbieisei 
oa 
Address 
>» 
4 City State 


NO MONEY — PAY POSTMAN NOTHING! 























True Knock-Off 


DAYTON WIRE WHEELS 


For Sports and Pleasure Cars 


These sturdy wire wheels fit most cars 
including: THUNDERBIRD, COR- 
VETTE, JAGUAR, etc. Absolutely no 
alterations required. Hub adaptor fits 
present wheel studs. Installation is made 
in minutes. Set includes 5 wheels, 4 
knock-off hub caps and hub adaptors. 


Write for complete information today! 
Dealer inquiries invited! 


DAYTON WHEEL PRODUCTS 
300 S. Monroe St., Xenia, Ohio 
Builders of Racing Wire Wheels Since 1920 














DUAL, TRIPLE & FOUR we’ THROTTLE aaa REAR DECK LATCH KIT 


A great aid to smoothing off your 


—- —p—— —— — rear trunk deck lid. Allows open- 
} ing trunk from inside just as late 
& @ nC) g 


model hood releases. Kit includes 








Unit will work on 2, 3 or 4 carburetor Ford and easy installation instructions. Or- 

Merc manifolds. One model will fit any manifold. dinary hand tools can do the job. Pe, 
Packaged for duals. Extra arms for 3 or 4 carbu- MK 101 Ford 36-49, Merc 39-48 0 2.00 
retor units are obtainable separately. No springs. MK 102 Ford 50-54, Merc 50-54 nly $2. 

Solid brass and steel construction. MK 104 All General Motors 49-54 postpaid 
Dual, $2.75; Triple, $3.75; Four Carb., $4.75. J MAIL COUPON === ae em 
ADAPTER SPACERS FOR HYDRAULIC BRAKES | F. E. ZIMMER CO., Dept. T-4-55 = 

| 16420 Ventura Bivd., Encino, Calif. ann 
For putting hydraulic brake sys- Mail $1 for regular lists and immediate eS 
delivery of giant catalog illustrating _ 


© tems on ‘36 or earlier model Ford | 

SS V8 chassis. Kit consists of two | 1000's of hot rod and custom items! RUSH! 
| 
| 





bearing spacers and two rings for 
backing plate location. These spac- 
ers enable you to put 1939 or later Ford hydraulic 
brakes on the earlier spindl plete $3. 


Kit 
ALL ITEMS ADVERTISED IN HOT ROD AVAILABLE AT ZIMMER’S 
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aU eleh-mciel, Meteo)’, a. i ek of 21 I, ic 


World's Largest Nearer wow, ' SEING SOLD! 
Colts, Remingtons, saw'e Lg M’ Go, 
ANY BRAND Tou CAN THINK 


Sharps, Frontiers, Derri 
OF. Over 20,000 Firearms, 
antique to be sold. SEND $20 oo 
For BIG ACTUAL PHOTO COTA 
Never again will such a gun sale 
— ye seen anything like this 

befo! ur copy back to me 
rn mail ‘you your $2 back pronto! 
~ 


@y MY KUNTER In the San Fernando Valley 
3029 W. Burbank Bivd., Burbank 41A, Calif. 











RESTYLING AND 
CUSTOMIZING 
IDEAS GALORE!!! 


READ: 


Building a Custom 





Frenching Late Ford 
Taillight Rims 


IN THE MAY CAR CRAFT 
ON SALE MARCH 31 














MO 
McBar Adaptor Housings 


MODEL ENGINE TO TRANSMISSION 
e CF-52—Cad and Olds to '52-54 Ford & Mere 
e CF-50—Cad and Olds to 49-51 Ford & Merc 
e CF-40—Cad and Olds to "32-48 Ford & Merc, 
Ford pick-up and 1% ton truck 
-LF-52—Lincoln OHV to °52-54 Ford & Mere 
LF-50—Lincoln OHV to °49-51 Ford & Mere 
LF-40--Lincoln OHV to °32-48 Ford & Mere 
LF-40—'49-51 Linc, FH to °32-48 Ford-Merc-Linc, 
CRF-52—’51-53 Chrysler V8 to °52-53 Ford & Mere 
CRF-50—'51-53 Chrysler V8 to 49-51 Ford & Mere 
CRF-40—’51-53 Chrysler to "32-48 Ford & Mere 
CSM—Cad & Olds to '53-54 Stude manual transmission 
CSA—Cad and Olds to Stude automatic transmission 
FREE CATALOG—CUSTOM INSTALLATION 
Inquiry invited. Proper clutch <7 
McBar Machine Shop, Inc. 
65 N. Miami St., Peru, Ind., Phone 5155 or 6200 


DIUUUUANOVVNOOO0 EEE OOTAOOAOAAAOSAGOOREO OUTPOSTS 


- auto 1955- 


THE THIRD INTERNATIONAL YEARBOOK 
OF AUTO DESIGN AND PRODUCTION 


© Over 300 superb illustrations of the 
newest Foreign and U.S. sports, family 
and luxury cars! Complete specifications 
of each car clearly arranged! 


® Unprecedented in size, scope and prac- 
tical value. Impartial directory of auto 
production in 11 countries. 


© Special Feature! “The Illustrated His- 
tory Of Body Design.”’ A must for racing 
and sports car enthusiasts, dealers, me- 
chanics, for everyone interested in auto- 
mobiles. Only $7.50 at all bookstores or 
from Tyder Pub. Co., 221 4th Ave., N.Y. 3. 


Lincoln, 


wa 
BRE 


wn 


etc. 
























UST PRICE $2.75 Shipped Prepard. 
Arrow INDICATES MOTION. —- 
CAUSES 90% OF THE STEERING LOOSENESS In 
FORDS. MERCURYS, AND Ul 
49 tits Mercurys ond Lincoins 1949 1950 . 195! 
ond Mercurys 1952 - 1953 (Curved arm) 


-S2C five Lincoins 1952-53-34 (Curved erm) 
S4C fits Fords-Mercurys 1954 (Curved erm) 
. 


B and B Specialty Compeny 


17108 HAWTHORNE =~" PO" HOUSTON & TEKAS 
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Motoring Trends 





DESIGNED JUST for the sports car 
fan, and ideal for anyone who likes comfort 
and style, Silverwoods’ “Sportswear Coat” is 
made of close-weave, water-shedding poplin, 
has handsome quilted lining: Big flap pockets 
for maps, motoring gear, “ticket” pocket for 
odds ‘n’ ends. Small, medium, large; men’s or 
boys’ sizes. $17.95 f.0.b. Silverwoods, Metro 
Box 5240, Los Angeles 55, Calif. 

















NOW AVAILABLE nationwide, Zink’s 
“Jet-Spun” Gard-Lon seat covers claim these 
distinctive qualities: They're shockproof, burn 
resistant, colorfast, stain resistant, and pro- 
vide year ‘round comfort due to their “cool” 
weave. Red, green, or blue, they come in 
tailored or ready-made styles to fit all cars. 
Howard Zink Corp., 5550 Paramount Blvd., 
Long Beach 5. Calif. 
3 


® 4 
THE ORIGINAL Porter exhaust system is 
now extended to cover the '55 V8s. For 
Fords, it’s $38, for Chevrolet and all Chrys- 
ler V8s, $30. Without the famous steelpack 
or Hollywood-type mufflers, prices are $23 
for Ford, $15 for Chevy, $16 for Chrysler 
cars. All prices f.o.b. factory. Porter Muffler 
Mfg. Co., Inc., 11820 W. Olympic Blvd., 
Los Angeles 64, Calif. 











AUT 
HERE'S A NEW PRODUCT that'll sag“ 


time and energy—Mac’s Resin Coat. It clean §"** 
polishes, glazes in one operation. It's a “bg ! 
on, let dry, wipe off” blend that does awayg?"- 

with back-breaking rubbing. Maker says it in 3 s 
won’t weaken under detergent washes, it shed le 
water like a duck’s back, lasts for months. Ity'" 

made and sold by Mac’s Super Gloss G, 38, N 
Los Angeles, Calif. 

















“WEST 
OWNERS of Plymouth, Dodge, DeSotfthe dr: 





and Chrysler passenger cars -built from ‘Sifait gi 
thru ‘55 can now buy a MoPar power braktfload ar 
package and rig their cars for polite pedalfprotect 
pressure in about 2 hours. Ordinary shopphrust. 






tools are used, and “Installographs’’ includedBhaft ax 
with the kit make it an easy chore. Price #Produc 
$46.75. Add a 2-hour flat-rate charge if youlmando 
MoPar dealer does the installation. 








WORKING TOO HARD? This car was\O-LI 
ing mitt, made of Union Carbide’s “Dynelgem™™mor 
fiber, fits like a glove, carries many times whil 
weight of soapy water, washes and drigg**?- T 
quickly after use. Unaffected by detergents, bodel 
also doubles as a dusting and polishing clot®®- N 
In 2 sizes, regular, $1.95, or deluxe, $2.4 ndy a 
postpaid. Bijou Mfg. Co., Inc., 335 Barton SS ©! 
Pawtucket, R.I. » P.O 









this department is not composed of paid advertis- 
ing. All items are guaranteed by the manufacturer 
for immediate refund if you are not satisfied. Claims 
made herein are those of the manufacturer, and do 
not constitute an endorsement by Motor Trend. When 
ordering, include sales tax if required by your state. 





Winer 
pew 


AUTO-SCOPE is a safe-vision unit that 
attaches to the top or bottom of your rear 
view mirror; its purpose is to tell you when 
that right-lane blindspot becomes a danger 
ne. Snaps on any size or shape inside mirror 
in 3 seconds, no tools required. Price is $3.50 
, it shel postpaid. Write to Pioneer Developments, 
,ginc., 71 Nassau St., Dept. MT-4, New York 
38, N.Y., for details. 






















ESIGNED TO LIMIT torque wrap thru 
drive line, the Hellwig Torque Control 
Mit gives rear springs protection from over- 
and tension under fast starts and stops, 
ite pedilfprotects the axle and drive shaft from torque 
ary shogehrust. Available for any car with open drive- 
and leaf springs, it costs $19.95. Hellwig 
Products Co., Inc., Dept. A, 6231 San Fer- 
mando Rd., Glendale 1, Calif. 

















O-LITE Dome Light Switch answers a 
ommon need—keeping the courtesy light 
f while you’re working with the car door 
pen. This battery saver fits nearly all late- 





ar Ww 
“Dynel 
times i 














nd dri 

gents, hodel cars, is entirely mechanical in opera- 
ng clotip®®- No wiring, easy. to install. Comes in 
» $24 ndy at the drive-in theater, too. Price, 49 


tats each. Deactivator, Inc., 202 S. Towers 
, P.O. Box 232, Anderson, S.C. 


arton 








Personalized License 





$1 65 


Plate Frames only 


h 





car with these new per d frames! Your name, 


yours today! 

HOW TO ORDER. Frames ac- 
commodate up to 12 thick let- 
ters. Please print words desired 
plainly. Send only $1.65 plus 
10c for each letter desired. 


SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 
or Your Money Back! If you’re 
not 100% satisfied with plates, 
simply return them within 10 
days for prompt, full refund. 
You must be satisfied! 


Order By Mail Today—Too new to be in stores yet! 
Orders Shipped Postpaid—Same Day Received! 
Courtesy to Dealers & Jobhers—Write on your letterhead. 


Ma FEF! Siant 1955 Catalog—1000’s of items. Revealing! 
« FREE with order, otherwise send 25c for handling. 


NEWHOUSE AUTOMOTIVE INDUSTRIES 


Dept. 288, 5805 East Beverly Bivd., L.A. 22, Calif. 










Make Your Name The Last Word... 
IN SMARTNESS! ! OUI \\S 


ee 






You're a name instead of a number, iwhen you dress-up your A Frame for 
- - 
embossed in heavy, gleaming chrome piate, will set your car Every State 


off from the rest . . . reflect the last word in distinctive custom : 
styling! Ideal too, for your club name . .. your town... Made in all License Plate 
your favorite slogan . . . any word (or words) using up to 12 sizes, with any name desired; 
letters. Easy to mount .. . takes only a few minutes. You'll there’s a model specifically 
agree it’s the smartest accessory you've seen in years! Order designed for you! 














BUILD AT HOME 


$100! 





Need only hand tools such as hammer, hacksaw, etc. 
Complete step-by-step plans covering both cars just 
$5.00 (top construction plans included). 

Pre-fab kits available at low cost 


(list sent with plans) 


No welding and no die or hammer forming of metal. y 





metal custom sports car bodies on ‘33 
to ‘40 stock Ford chassis for less than 


Professional looking cars engineered 
for the amateur builder. Suitable for 
sports or daily use. 





R. E. Whitehead . er ae og ya some welding required “ this model 


either of these all 

















Now sold out on newsstands across 
the nation but still available by § 
mail order, these valuable Trend 
Books are a must for your library! 
Written by the experts, these handy 
manuals are chock-full of helpful 
ideas, revealing photos and facts 
unavailable elsewhere. 


You may assure yourself of hav- 
ing any one of these great books 
by mailing the handy coupon be- 
low today! Don’t wait, the supply 
is definitely limited! 


0 #107 “DREAM CARS” TREND BOOKS 


W orld’s most unusual cars; past, present, future. 5959 Hollywood Bivd., 
() #105 “RESTYLE YOUR CAR” 


C #104 “SPEED & SPORT”’ 85c each, postpaid. 
History, events; the complete sports car story. 


0) #115 “HIGH FIDELITY” 








SOLD OUT ON NEWSSTANDS 


Custom techniques, materials in full detail. Enclosed is $...... for the books checked above, at 


A guide to an exciting new sound. Pere eee Bae Speers aEe 
C #108 “SPIN TACKLE FISHING” 
Facts, photos on the popular new sport. ADDFESS. 00... seer reese eee 
00 #114 “‘WORLD-WIDE AUTO YEARBOOK 
1954” DM iadinesdiscsiovegntaal 


Los Angeles 28, Calif. 
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Here's How You Can Keep Your Engine 
Young and Powerful... As Long as You Want! 


(ADVERTISEMENT) 





You can get top power and performance from your engine 
almost indefinitely and the way is so simple you will be 
amazed no one thought of it before! 


VER since the automobile replaced 

the horse and buggy, engineers have 
been at work trying to produce an engine 
that will last as long as the car. The 
problem seemed an impossible one until 
attacked from a new angle. Engineers 
and mechanics have come to realize that 
the engine’s greatest enemy are corrosive 
compounds that tear down the motor. 
What are these corrosive agents? They 
include sulfuric acid, hydrogen bromide, 
carbonic acid and other metal-eaters 
which are formed in the engine as the 
result of fuel combustion. These acids 
and water are an inescapable part of the 
combustion process and cannot be elimi- 
nated. While these agents remain in the 
engine, your car is slowly but surely 


destroying itself with every mile you 
drive. 
John Bentley, famous racing driver 


and magazine editor, commented on the 
harmful effects of acid in a recent article 
in his magazine. Bentley said: “It is 
a demonstrable fact that the greatest 
enemy of your engine—the most damag- 
ing single influence constantly at work 
in shortening its life and lowering its 
eficiency—is acid. This acid does not 
come from the lubricating oil, but from 
the gasoline burned. In other words, it 
is an inevitable product of combustion.” 

Auto expert Bentley went on to explain 
there are some six pounds of sulfur— 
enough to produce five gallons of strong 
sulfuric acid—in every 1,000 gallons of 
gasoline. We might say the average mo- 
torist uses 1,000 gallons of gasoline, 
probably more, in his car every year. 
That means he is pouring five gallons of 
metal-eating acid into his engine every 
12 months. In addition, leaded gasolines 
contain appreciable quantities of bro- 
mine and chlorine which are turned into 
harmful hydrogen bromide and hydrogen 
chloride during combustion. Theoretical- 
ly, the products of combustion in your 
car’s engine are enough t. form a pint 
of acid during each day’s long run. 

New alkaline oils have some effect 
against the damaging acid action, but 
only while the oil is new. Furthermore, 
in the upper cylinder region where there 
is very little oil circulation, the alkaline 
reserves are completely used up in a 
short time. With water condensing in 
relatively large amounts in this area, the 
upper cylinder region makes a perfect 
acid “still.” To combat this acid forma- 
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tion requires a stronger and more effec- 
tive agent than alkaline oils can supply. 
TESTS BEGIN IN 1940 

It did not take an engineer to diagnose 
the fact that metal-eating acids will 
quickly destroy an auto engine, but an 
engineer and the situation just happened 
to come together at the right time to 
solve the problem of how to rid the en- 
gine of the harmful agents. The engineer 
was Winthrop A. Johns. Win, as he is 
called, was doing experimental work on 
Diesel aircraft engines when he became 
interested in the engine-wear problem. 
Back in 1940, Mr. Johns was carrying out 
high temperature test runs on an experi- 
mental Diesel aircraft engine to’ check 
piston ring and bearing wear. With the 
Pi._tone coolant at 250 degrees F., he 
expected some breakdown in the lubricat- 
ing oil, but in this he was agreeably sur- 
prised. The oil stood up under the ex- 
treme conditions and the Diesel went on 
humming. Mr. Johns could not explain 
the strange events, but decided to look 
into the unusual occurrence. He already 
knew, of course, all about corrosive ef- 
fects on internal combustion engines and 
realized he might be working towards the 
answer to the corrosive acids problem. 
In reviewing his Diesel experiments, the 
Dunellen, N.J., engineer came to realize 
that with crankcase temperature above 
the dew-point of the blow-by gases, little 
or no water could condense. Without the 
presence of water there was less corrosion 
and yet, obviously, condensed water in 
itself has no power to harm engine met- 
als. Therefore, he concluded, the con- 
densed water coupled with the blow-by 
acid gases must be doing the damage. 

Experimenting in his own laboratory 
and using his own car, a 1940 Ford V8, 
as a test vehicle, Mr. Johns soon estab- 
lished a plan of action. An alkaline sub- 
stance was needed in the engine to neu- 
tralize the harmful effect of the acids. 
The principle was simple. Acids would 
attack the alkaline substance and be 
“neutralized” or destroyed. Early experi- 
ments to neutralize engine acids were 
conducted using caustic potash or potas- 
sium hydroxide. Although this neutraliz- 
ing agent successfully performed its in- 
tended job of dealing with the destructive 
acids, it was rejected because it was 
found to be too harsh and dangerous to 
handle safely. 

Mr. Johns next chose a magnesium al- 


AN AMAZING OFFER AND GUARANTEE 
BY WINTHROP A. JOHNS 





Mr. Winthrop A. Johns, mechani gi 
(M.1.T.) and member of the Society of Autome 





tive Engineers, who has discovered a method o i 


combatting engine acids by means of a magne 
sium alloy neutralizing device. 

loy as a neutralizing agent. The result 
was the Magna-Power Acid Neutralizer. 


In its final form, the neutralizer plug} 


was a piece of magnesium alloy—actual 
ly a chemical in solid form—attached 
to the crankcase drain plug. Why was 
the chemical magnesium chosen for the 
job? A report made by scientists at the 
Canadian National Research Council in 
Ottawa shows the wisdom of the choice. 
THE CANADIAN NATIONAL RESEARCH 


COUNCIL (CANADA’S BUREAU OF 
STANDARDS) HAS FOUND THAT: 


“Adding certain metals or chemicals to 
automobile oil will greatly extend its use- 
ful life. 


Before and After—125,000 Miles 








Pat. applied jo 


Before and after series demonstrates acid 

tion on a Magna-Power plug taken from 

Studebaker Six after 125,000 miles. Corroded 
plug was obtained from one of a fleet of hard 
driven dairy trucks used in a Magna-Powt 
control test. Test proved conclusively that Mag 
na-Power slows corrosive acid action, lowe 
oil consumption and improves engine efficiency. 
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“To the motorist this means that he 
bay be able to drive for 7,000 miles or 
ore without changing oil, instead of 
he usual 1,000 or 2,000 miles. 

“Several years of laboratory work has 
own that the metals Lithium, Potas- 
ium, Sodium and Magnesium or some 
{their salts or oxides slow down the 
xidation that destroys and contaminates 
e motor oil. Good results were shown 
n two test vehicles. 

“The National Research Council sug- 
ests that a piece of one of the metals 
ould be placed in direct contact with 
he engine oil by attaching it to the car’s 
iidrain plug...” 

In other words, the basic idea behind 
Magna-Power’s extraordinary perform- 
nce is that corrosive acids attack some 
on more readily than others. A mag- 
sium-aluminum alloy was found to be 
wsceptible to attack by corrosive acids. 
|mmediately the question arose, could the 
mbination of alkaline oils and a magne- 
ium alloy lead to excess alkalinity? The 
nswer is definitely “No!” As a matter of 
act, in all experimental work done with 
hagnesium alloys no case of increased 
ikalinity has ever been noted. Magne- 
jum does not increase alkalinity probably 
because of the insolubility of its hydrox- 
We. If alkaline metals such as lithium, 
bdium or potassium were used, there 
night be some danger, but tests would 
pave to be run to determine exact effects. 

BREAKING THE CIRCLE 
Acids normally formed through com- 





(ADVERTISEMENT) 


bustion are not only strong, but very 
thirsty. Sulfur trioxide, for example, will 
hold water until boiling at over 500 de- 
grees F. Therefore, the acids cannot be 
removed by heat, filtration or any of the 
normal processes. To make the situation 
more serious, the formation of acid rapid- 
ly becomes self-accelerating. The acids 
draw water that draws more acids that 
draw more water. The easiest way to 


Combustion 






Corrosive 
blow-by 
Gases 


Gasoline 


The Vicious Circle 


stop this damaging circle is to destroy 
the acid through the use of a magnesium 
alloy. When the acid is destroyed by the 
alloy, water is no longer held and without 
water the acids cannot grow. Thus, 
through the use of a magnesium alloy 
plug. the vicious circle is interrupted. 
Before we discuss the damage done to 
your car by corrosive acids, let’s ex- 
amine the role that friction—your en- 
gine’s scapegoat—plays in wearing down 
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As one Magna-Power fan wrote, | used to change the oil in my ‘46 Chevy every 1,500 miles. 
Between changes | would add two quarts of oil. That was before | invested $2.95 in a 
Magna-Power acid neutralizer. Following the installation of Magna-Power, | was able to run 
my Chevy 7,000 miles—yes, 7,000 miles—before changing the oil. That means Magna-Power 
paid for itself three times over in that one instance. But that wasn’t the end of my savings! 
During the 7,000 miles, | only had to add four quarts of oil. That meant an additional sav- 
ings of four quarts of oil, considering the car's previous oil consumption. | tell all my 
friends to send $2.95 to Johns Mfg. Co., Middlesex, N.J., for their Magna-Power Plug! More 
mileage between oil. changes and less oil consumption mean dollars in my pocket. 


é 5) GP: 
A) “h rs old, buk 
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~ In second” 












your automobile’s life. To make it short 
and sweet, as any engineer can tell you, 
friction has little harmful effect on your 
automobile. The problem of friction-wear 
in present day automobiles has been 
licked through the great engineering 
advances made during the past 50 years. 
Metal rubbing against metal can be 
damaging, but today’s vehicles are con- 
structed to cut harmful friction to a bare 
minimum. 

What about the friction areas that still 
remain in every auto engine? In almost 
all instances, these areas are protected 
by lubrication. This protection is easy to 
understand as it is accomplished by pro- 
viding a slippery film of oil between 
metals in extremely close operational con- 
tact. The combination of modern engi- 
neering and high quality lubricants leaves 
corrosive acids as the final dangerous 
threat to the life of your engine. 

One important point often overlooked 
in analyzing the results of wear on an 
engine is that the products of corrosion 
are themselves abrasives. For example, 
one end product of acid attack on iron is 
iron oxide, more widely known as rust. 
This rust, sold commercially as jewelers 
rouge, is formed in a raw state in your 
automobile engine, on the very surface 
you are trying to protect. Here is the 
beginning of another accelerating circle 
in the auto engine. Aluminum forms 
aluminum sulphates, oxides and carbon- 
ates, all of which form in tiny hard 
crystals with sharp edges. When these 
crystals break away from the surface they 
scratch and tear both the aluminum and 
the iron of the cylinder wall, setting both 
the metal and the abrasive free in the 
oil film causing further abrasive action. 





Win Johns and the original test car. 


Thus in a normal engine it is impossible 
to separate the effects of friction or abra- 
sive wear and those of acid corrosion 
since the one contributes to the other. 
When acids are eliminated, these second- 
ary abrasives are also eliminated and an- 
other damaging cycle is interrupted. 


HERE ARE THE RESULTS 

How would you like to drive a car 14 
years—more than 150,000 miles—without 
an overhaul and then find the engine 
gives you more pick-up, more gas mileage 
and greater efficiency than when it was 
new? That is the case with Win Johns 
and his original test vehicle, a 1940 Ford 
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V8. Here is a description of the test 
Ford taken from the May, 1954, issue of 
AUTO AGE. “. ..the engine is absolutely 
remarkable. It idles down to 125 rpm as 
smoothly and evenly as a turbine and in 
almost complete silence. Stopwatch tests 
show that it will accelerate: from 10 to 
50 mph in 16 secs. and can cover a stand- 
ing quarter mile in 21 secs. At 70 mph 
(on the speedometer) there is plenty of 
throttle left and an impression of liveli- 
ness. The Ford ... was dismantled at 
117,000 miles, when bore wear was found 
to average .00095 inches, or less than one 
thousandth of an inch. The reader may 
draw his own conclusions.” 

Another interesting point brought out 
in the magazine article was the condition 
of one set of spark plugs used in the test 
vehicle. These spark plugs ran more than 
61,000 miles—or two and one half times 
around the world. Four points were no- 
ticeable in a quick examination of the 
plugs, which, by the way, are still in 
functioning condition. First, these plugs, 
purchased in the early post war years, 
were not of a popular brand name. 
Secondly, the porcelain insulation on 
three of the plugs was almost entirely 
gone. The insulation was so far burned 
away that it was hard to understand 
how the plug could fire at all without 
constantly shorting across the interior. 
Thirdly, although the electrodes were 
worn rather thin, the spark plugs still 
performed evenly and without misfire. 
Finally, the plugs examined were al- 
most entirely free from traces of carbon 
and an excellent mixture adjustment was 
indicated.” 





Actual photo of one of the spark plugs after 
61,810 miles. Note good condition of electrodes. 


Here is further proof of the effective- 
ness of Magna-Power. Magnesium plugs 
were installed on the engines of one half 
of a 30-vehicle milk delivery fleet back 
in 1949. The other 15 trucks were used as 
comparative control vehicles. The tests, 
which ran over a three-year period, cov- 
ered more than two million miles of ar- 
duous stop-and-start service. What were 
the results of the fleet test? According 
to Mr. Edward L. Hark, garage super- 
intendent of the Farmers and Consumers 
Dairy, Morristown, N.J., engine wear was 
reduced by 82 per cent on the trucks 
equipped with the magnesium plug. Ad- 
ditional benefits included better oil and 
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gas mileage and longer spark plug life. 

In inspecting two of the actual Stude- 
baker engines used in the above test, 
certain factors were noticeable. One cn- 
gine, an R15, had been fitted with the 
magnesium plug; the other, an M16, had 
not and therefore provided a valuable 
means of comparison. The R15 engine 
broke a piston on June 15, 1952, after 
covering 125,000 miles. Unfortunately, 
the truck was driven eight miles with a 
loose connecting rod which ruptured one 
of the cylinder walls. Nevertheless, bore 
wear on the five measurable cylinders 
averaged .006 inches, giving a negligible 
wear of .00049 inches per 10,000 miles. 
The M16.“control” engine, running 
without magnesium protection for a dis- 
tance of only 45,000 miles, showed bore 
wear of .015 inches. This is equivalent 
to a wear factor of .00331 inches per 
10,000 miles or 6.8 times more rapid 
than that of the protected engine. 

A further point of interest, according 
to Mr. Hark, is that while the R15 was 
run on premium grade lubricating oils, 
the control engine had the benefit of 
using only heavy duty alkaline deter- 
gent oil for added protection. In spite 
of this, the recorded rate of wear was 
680 per cent more rapid than that of 
the engine with the magnesium acid 
neutralizer plug. Interestingly enough, 
the chart showing the effect of this plug 
on drain oil mineral acid indicates rough- 
ly 700 per cent more mineral (corrosive ) 
acid formation in engines without the 
magnesium. 


ENGINES WITHOUT MAGNA-POWER 


Total Wear Wear Rate (micro-inches 
Mileage (inches) per 10,000 miles) 
*45.052 01492 3310 

45,700 01114 2440 

30,886 .01192 3860 

45,918 01344 2830 

ENGINES WITH MAGNA-POWER 
*125,482 -00606 485 
$5,221 00284 437 
25,78 00218 848 
45,117 -00333 740 


(*These engines were taken from the same truck 
used by the same driver on the same run.) 


Conducted under normal operating 
conditions over a three-year period, this 
test proves the tremendous reduction in 
wear made possible by the use of the 
magnesium alloy acid neutralizer. 

A more recent independent test is 
highly indicative of the acid neutralizer’s 
effectiveness in reducing engine varnish 
and sludge formation. J. A. Milteer of 
Quitman, Ga., removed the magnesium 
plug from his 1953 Ford 6 at a regular 
oil change on May 11th, 1954. Shell 
X-100 #20W was put into the engine. On 
June 13th, after driving 2,657 miles with- 
out adding oil, Mr. Milteer changed his 
oil and reinstalled the Magna-Power. 
Again Shell X-100 #20 was used. A 
sample of the oil drained from the Ford 
6 was immediately forwarded to the 
Southern Analytical Laboratory in Jack- 
sonville, Fla. Meanwhile, the engine was 
used until July 10th to cover 2,700 miles. 








At this time the oil was drained and apitere ‘ 
other sample sent to Southern. quest 

The most significant part of the telyow s 
port issued by Southern is the reat ditjengine 
ference in sludge and resin in the Magn} The 
Power oil. There was approximatelpfrst 1 
1700% more sludge in the oil fe reach. 
not been affected by the magnesium alloy able ix 
plug than the oil used with Magna-Power}measu! 
Here are the actual figures as presentedfrom 1 
by the Southern Analytical Laboratonjin the : 





in their reports #36280 and #36333: _ |weathe 
With Withes f° ™ 
Magna-Power Magna-Pows JOU Ca 

Sludge: 0.3% 5% 
Resins and Gum: None 0.5% th 
Sugars (reducing ‘wear’ 
substances): Trace Present The 


FOR TOP PERFORMANCE 
WITH MINIMUM WEAR 


Road tests covering millions of mileb~~~ 
have given us the ideal combination fg 
top engine performance with a minimun 
of wear. This combination is the use 
Magna-Power with a good waste pack, 
or paper type oil filter and alkaline oils 
As has been explained, . Magna-Po 
neutralizes the acid found in the engir 


will she 



















system. Without acid the formation obuig ha 
sludge, varnish and resin is drasticallgt my di 
reduced. Furthermore, earlier deposits ¢ 

these engine-damaging compounds OTOR | 
attacked by Magna-Power’s electrolytif ver ¢ 
action and slowly destroyed. In an auto ok 
mobile equipped with an oil filter hé-the 


any small quantity of acid-formed compused b 
pounds remaining in the oil system ¢ gt 
easily absorbed by the filter. These dam|, ear 


aging compounds would be removed froth. moto: 
the oil system when the filter cartridge fo Pack 


changed. Meanwhile, with less wastf® 
being carried in the oil, extra miles would, 


be added to the normal life of the filtethned thi 
It has been discovered that filter cartridggnwer—! 
life is often tripled due to the decreased # | pe 


amounts of sludge and resins formed ity wilt + 
the engine. As for the use of “heavy duty}randchile 
oils in conjunction with Magna-Power 
they result in a terrific reduction of weafNCREASE 
in the engine. Tests on engines using de lam d 
tergent alkaline oils show an increase if, fe 
witl 

























) PI 
am us 
& Mitralizer 
0 mil 
ing 
lly 
a slig' 
add abo 





Shown above are four of the many types @eently | 
Magna-Power acid neutralizer plugs. The@about 5 
plugs are designed to fit every American- of oil. 
pular foreign makes and lec 
sports cars. There is one to fit your car. NE BE 
lam 
engine life by 3 or 4 to 1. It would se@hed one 


that Magna-Power used with the new 6 
would result in even greater reductio 
in wear. 





and anftiere ore the ANSWERS to some of the 
QUESTIONS you may have: 





the telyew soon can | notice a difference in my 
reat dijjengine after I install Magna-Power? 
Magm{ The oi) shows cleaner even after the 
<imatelpfrst 1,000 miles and by the time you 
hat tadeach 5,000 miles there will be a notice- 
im allogable increase in power. The best way to 
-Power|measure that is to time the acceleration 
resentedirom 10 to 50 mph over the same road 
Joratorin the same direction and under the same 
33: |weather conditions. Do this now betore 
wall you install a Magna-Power, then later 
na-Powsyou can check and compare. 


5 
0.5% {will the Magna-Power plug show signs of 
wear’? 
The magnesium acid neutralizer plug 
will show signs of “wear” probably after 


resent 


een 


yf miled 
tion fo 
inimun 



















$ OIL CONSUMPTION ... 

| had one of your plugs in my ‘41 Buick Spe- 
ial for about 5,000 miles. Thereafter, the oil 
ileage increased from 700 miles per quart to 
500! Since nothing else, including driving hab- 
had changed | must conclude that Magna- 
er was responsible. | don’t see how this 
id happen, but cannot refute the testimony 


sth my dipstick. —H.H.L., Fairborn, Ohio 
osits 

1ds TOR IS CLEAN 

trolytiq Over @ year ago | installed Magna-Power in 


‘52 Packard 300. Now, 8,000 miles later, it 
rts like a big tomcat. Unfortunately, | had to 
ve the valves ground, but | believe this was 
sed by the re-refined oil | was using which 
found to contain a 15% asphalt base. 

I'm back on detergent oil again since the 
e grind and everyone remarks how quiet 
motor is. The mechanic who did the work 
ipo Packard specialist and he informed me he 
never seen so clean a motor. Even the hy- 
lic lifters didn’t need to be cleaned. I’ve 
many additives, but never have | experi- 
this case before. There can be but one 
er—Magna-Power. 

If | have as good luck with my Packard as 
.fou did with your Ford, | shall have to change 
hy will to include my car and give it to my 
pondchildren. —T.E.C., Seattle 3, Wash. 




























REASED SPARK PLUG LIFE... 

‘ing de lam desirous of procuring another Magna- 
ower acid neutralizer for a 1954 Ford six cylin- 
. [have used one in my Nash for about three 
with excellent results. The car has been 
44,000 miles and the head has never 
off. Power has not decreased and spark 
life has been considerably extended. | am 
Warding a check for $2.95 to cover cost of the 
agna-Power. —A.W.D., Chappaqua, N.Y. 


ease i 


a 


MTOR PERFORMS BEAUTIFULLY... 

am using one of your Magna-Power acid 
Miralizers in my ‘53 Chevrolet. | have about 
D miles on the car—around 10,000 since 
ing your drain plug. The motor performs 
lly; original plugs (Champion) show 
a slight deterioration of the insulator ends. 
about a quart of oil between changes. 
ly | drove the car non-stop for 24 hours 
about 50 mph and had to replace only one 
of oil. —J.A.M., Belmont, Calif. 


£ 


lypes 
a 
mn 
‘leadi 
fe INE BETTER THAN NEW... 

lam very anxious to install this new plug as 
d s€@fhad one on my 1951 Plymouth which was 


uctic 





FOR YOUR MAGNA-POWER ACID NEUTRALIZER, SEND $2.95 TO: 
JOHNS MFG. CO., DEPT. MT-45, MIDDLESEX, N.J. 


(ADVERTISEMENT) 


several thousand miles (see photo on first 
page, “Before and After’). Although 
there is not a direct ratio between wear 
and effectiveness, the corroded surface 
of the magnesium alloy is an indication 
that acids have turned their attention 
from engine metals to your Magna-Power. 
That is why the magnesium alloy is called 
a “sacrifice” metal—it is slowly destroyed 
by corrosive acids while protecting the 
engine. Remember, though, Magna-Pow- 
er will still last your car for 100,000 
driving miles. 
My car has already gone 55,000 miles. Will 
Magna-Power help it? 

Our tests indicate that if a passenger 
car engine uses less than a quart of oil 
each 500 miles then the Magna-Power 











WHAT MAGNA-POWER USERS WRITE: 


traded in at 39,000 miles and the motor was in 
better condition than when it was purchased 
new. —H.P.C., Mt. Ephraim, N.J. 


MORE POWER, LESS OIL... 

In Aug. of 1952 | purchased a Magna-Power 
Acid Neutralizer auto crankcase drain plug for 
my 1949 DeSoto car. | used this for some 25,000 
miles with remarkable results:—1. Much more 
power and pep. 2. Better mileage on both oil 
and gas. 3. Remarkable spark plug life. Actually 
my car had more “get-up-and-go”’ at 46,000 
miles than it had at 5,000 miles. | attribute it 
all to the plug | purchased from you people. | 
actually sold my car for over twice its retail 
value, just because of the pep and snap it 
actually had. —R.F.H., Ashland, Ohio 


SEND ANOTHER MAGNA-POWER ... 

In April, | purchased a ““Magna-Power” plug 
for my 1951 Buick. It has lived up to the things 
you said it would. Now | would like to pur- 
chase one for my other car. Enclosed find check 
for $2.95 for one “Magna-Power” plug for my 
1953 Chevrolet Station Wagon, Series No. 150. 

—K.H.B., Middlebury, Conn. 


AS MUCH POWER AS NEW... 

Just traded in my 1951 Mercury—used your 
Magna-Power for 28,000 miles. Car has as much 
power as when new—and is using no oil. Think 
your product must have helped a lot since much 
of this mileage was city stop and go driving. 
Please hurry the new unit and thanks a lot. 

—H.E.G., Indianapolis, Ind. 


ALL AROUND BETTER PERFORMANCE... 

| have installed the Magna-Power acid neu- 
tralizer on several cars, some with as many as 
10,000 miles on them. 

In each case, | have found evidence of in- 
creased performance. However, the more notice- 
able has been the decreased amount of servic- 
ing required. The spark plugs have longer serv- 
ice periods, and the crankcase oil seems to 
stay free from sludge for longer periods. 

The compression tests made on these cars 
have either remained the same or have in- 
creased over periods of use of approximately 
20,000 miles. 

The mileage per gallon of gas has not de- 
creased, and the oil consumption has not in- 
creased. These are real indications of better 
economy. 

From these indications, it may then be con- 
cluded that the Magna-Power acid neutralizer 
does the job that you claim it can do. 

—J.K., Nixon, N.J. 


The next time you have your oil changed, 
replace the oil drain plug with Magna-Power. 
Your mechanic will do it at no extra charge to 
you and with no bother to himself. 


will help. Beyond that it may help, but 
controlled tests have not yet been con- 
ducted to give conclusive proof. 


What is the effect on oil change periods 
and filter life? 

We find that in passenger car service 
4,000 mile oil changes are adequate and 
even then there is some doubt about the 
necessity of change. Filter cartridge life 
doubles or triples due to the decreased 
amounts of sludge and resins formed; 
they are good for 12,000 or even 16,000 
miles. 


OUR WAY OF DOING BUSINESS 

Fill out the coupon at the bottom of 
this page and mail it to us today. Your 
Magna-Power is shipped to you as soon 
as your order is received. There is no 
long delay, no long wait to protect your 
car with Magna-Power. Have the Magna- 
Power neutralizer plug installed in your 
oil drain pan at your next oil change, then 
see the difference in your automobile. 

Buy Magna-Power . .. try Magna-Pow- 
er... and if you are not completely satis- 
fied, your money will be quickly refund- 
ed. You cannot lose with Magna-Power! 


EXPERIMENT WITH THE MAGNA-POWER 
NEUTRALIZER AT OUR RISK 
If you are not satisfied with the way it works, 
send it back, at any time (years from now, if 
you choose), for an immediate refund. 


Canadian orders filled from Toronto stock . . . $3.25 
each. Canadian checks, money orders or cash ac- 
cepted.—Available for foreign and U.S. passenger 


cars, trucks, buses, tractors and many other engines. 
Indicate year and make of vehicle with all orders. 


SS SS SS SS SSS SSS SSS See eee eee 
JOHNS MFG. CO., Dept. MT-45, Middlesex, N.J. 
ik nL PPT Oe (make)......... (year). 
Please send me, postpaid, a MAGNA-POWER acid neu- 
tralizer. | enclose $2.95. | understand that it is sold 
with an unconditional guarantee of satisfaction or my 
money back! 

RN Kiaasc ond sashepcanaaestaknngtinenss sachieet 
WS ahcccagan ukandsbstdabarebione oeseseead 
Csr ceccesingeciappesinpescaie BWR i scewscseces 
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REMOVE 


ENGINE 


ACIDS 


SHEET MAG ACID NEUTRALIZER 


$1.00 


SAVES YOUR ENGINE. SAVES OIL. 
SAVES YOUR FILTER. BIG INCH 
neutralizes corrosive engine acids 
by exposing 35 square inches of 
expendable acid-hungry magnesi- 
um where oil-borne acids can get 
at it most easily—right in the oil 
filter. Engine acids must touch 
magnesium to be neutralized by it. 
BIG INCH gives maximum ex- 
posed area right in the oil stream. 
Easily installed. Simply open filter, 
insert between shell and element. 
Scientifically spaced perforations 
permit free oil flow. Economical, 
costs only $1.00. U.S. Pat. Pending. 





BIG INCHW 












SEND IN THIS COUPON 





MANNING MAGNESIUM 


727 Nat'l City Bank Bldg., Dept. M.T. 
Cleveland 14, Ohio 


Enclosed $.. 


Send . 
each to: 


BIG INCH neutralizers at $1.00 
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| SPEAKING OF SPEED, we should meq 


Continued from page 11 


Spotlight on Detroit 


years after my Model T period, I } 

a Continental convertible—surely 4 
most beautiful car ever made in Ame 
ica. I would want to beg to be high 
the list for one of the first [new] Co 
tinentals. There will undoubtedly be 

great scramble for them... 


OTHER INTERESTING SPEECHEs 


have been made recently by America . 


Motors’ George Romney and GM fyi 
gineering VP Charles Chayne. Romng 
titled his “The Dinosaur in the Drive. 
way,” and proceeded to criticize 
cars as being too big. He was pluggin 
his Rambiers. AMA statistics, however, 
show that cars have only grown 6. 
inches in the past. Chayne came 
solidly for horsepower under the 
spelling safety, a stand which MT 
taken for months against some pretty 
“high-powered” opposition. Mr. Chay 
acknowledged that horsepower is con 
fused with top speed, but poin 
out that “a comparison of speed da 
collected in 1941 on all cars (GM 
competitive makes) with that coll 
on all makes in 1954 shows an avera 
increased top speed of only 5.5 mph 
These comparisons were made at th 
GM Proving Ground with accurate in 
strumentation.” To back this logical 
stand, MT has interested 2 of America’ 
largest insurance companies in tabulat 
ing accident data on 2 anony 

makes of cars, both sold in roughl 
equal quantities during the same mod 
el year, one having what is considete( 
“high” horsepower, the other “low. 
We suspect that the results will shoy 
either no significant difference or, mor 
likely, a margin of safety in favor d 
the more agile car. Whatever the resul 
it will be published in an early issue. 



















tion that Chevrolet has been chosen « 
pace the 500-mile classic at Indianapo 
lis Speedway. According to Speedwa 
owner Tony Hulman, “The 1955 Chey 
rolet V8 is a natural... ” Judgiol 
from our road test results, we are if 


clined to agree, especially since our roa. 


test was based on the 162-horsepowd 
version and the pace car will be the 4 
barreled, dual-exhausted 180-horse IM 
rod just now getting into mass produ 
tion. Another idea of Chevy’s vali 
comes from Argentina, where the fi 
1955 Amgrican car (a Chevrolet) 
reach Buenos Aires recently sold 
550,000 pesos. That is the equivalent 
$39,600 at the official rate of excha' 
Maybe this is why Edgar Kaiser j 
signed a contract with Peron to 
facture his wares in that country. Ki 
sers and Willys should go like Tabas 
in such a plush seller’s market. 
—Don MacDonald 
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Skindiving ace Bill Barada explains how to do it 
and where to go if you want to get in the swim and 
enjoy what tens of thousands of red-blooded Ameri- 
cans are calling “the world’s most exciting sport.” 

If you’re anxious to get off the ground and into 
a thrilling, easy-to-learn sport that offers exciting new 
worlds to conquer, you'll want a copy of this brand 
new skindiving book by one of America’s outstanding 
underwater experts. From cover to cover, UNDER- 
WATER is loaded with hundreds of practical how- 
to-do-it hints and suggestions on every type of skin- 
diving and sports-fishing known to man and practiced 
successfully through the centuries. 


See Jane Russell in “‘Underwater,” the Howard Hughes-RKO 
adventure film with skindiver action and aqua lung thrills! 


SPORT FISHING 


Coming! Trend’s Complete HOW-TO-DO-IT Book on 





AND 


UNDERWATER 


America’s fastest growing sport 





No matter what type of underwater sport appeals 
to you most—be it diving for lost treasure, spear-fishing 
for big and little game, or the collection of marine 


specimens—Bill Barada’s UNDERWATER book 
spells out the A-B-C’s of this fascinating sport which 
is sweeping the country. 

Informative chapters are devoted to such subjects as: 
the best skindiving locations in every state of the 
Union, how to get the best photographs underwater, 
tips on breathing and most successful lung-diving 
techniques, how to make your own equipment, safety 
precautions in both salt and fresh water skindiving, 
and basic and advanced training recommended for 
treasure-hunting at lake-bottom and ocean-floor. 


Watch for this great new book on your 
newsstand or send 85¢ direct to: 


TREND INC., 
5959 Hollywood Blvd., Los Angeles 28 
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